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Parish Diary for November 

CW  - Common Worship     
 * -  Traditional Language   
BCP - Book of Common Prayer 

   Sun 5th   Fourth Sunday before Advent  
    (celebrating All Saints) 
 
  8.00am  Holy Communion 
  9.30am  Parish Eucharist with Junior Church                              
          11.00am   Home Communions for the Sick 
  4.00 pm All Souls Service 
  6.30pm  Said Evensong (no sermon) 
 
   Mon 6th 9.30am Team Communion at St. John’s, Lemsford 
   
   Sun 12th   Remembrance Sunday 
    Third Sunday before Advent  
 
  8.00am  Holy Communion (CW*) 
           9.15am  Parish Eucharist (CW)  
          10.30am  Service at War Memorial 
          10.50am  British Legion Annual Service of     
    Remembrance  
           6.30pm  Evensong  
  7.30pm Fauré’s Requiem at St Etheldreda’s, Hatfield 
 
   Mon 13th 9.30am Team Communion at St John’s, Hilltop 
   8.00pm PCC Meeting in St. Michael’s Room 
   
   Sun 19th   Second Sunday before Advent 
 
  8.00am Holy Communion (CW) 
  9.30am  Parish Eucharist (CW) with Junior Church 
  3-5pm Confirmation Rehearsal & Tea  
     at St Etheldreda’s, Hatfield 
           6.30pm BCP Holy Communion  
 
    Mon 20th 9.30am Team Communion  at St Michael’s, Birchwood 
  8.00pm Confirmation at St Etheldreda’s  
 
   Wed 22nd 8.00pm  Deanery Synod at St Mary Magdalene 
 
   Sun 26th    Christ the King, last Sunday before Advent 
 
  8.00am  Holy Communion (CW*) 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist  

/contd. inside back cover 
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From Revd Mary Robins, Associate Priest 
 

 Dear People and Friends of St Mary’s, North Mymms 
 
 As I sit at my desk, responding to Sally’s invitation to write to you for the 
November Magazine, I think ‘November - mists, greyness’. I look at the wall 
calendar in front of me and see in November we have All Saints, All Souls - 
not to mention Halloween and Bonfire Night- then Remembrance Sunday; 
General Synod of the Church of England meeting; Prisoners Week; Europe, 
Mid-East and Africa Alpha Conference; and on the last Sunday we celebrate 
Christ the King. 
 
 So out of the mists of November will come symbols, words, music, thoughts 
of LIGHT and BLESSING; DARKNESS and SADNESS; PEACE and WAR; 
HOPE and DESPAIR - to name but a few. I am wondering if we shall be 
selective in what we notice or if we have the strength to face the truth of the 
pleasing and the unpleasant. 
 
 As a Spiritual Guide for people, I often use a model of discernment that dates 
from the Middle Ages called the FOUR PATHS. Those paths are the Via 
Positive, the Via Negative, the Via Creative, the Via Transformative. These 
are paths of the Way of Jesus Christ and of God he reveals to us. First we 
receive our blessings - positively. Then we are honest about the negative 
things - our hates, our prejudice, our pains, our anxiety, our loneliness and so 
on. When we let the positive blessings and something of the negative come 
together in our hearts and minds something new dawns on us - we create a 
new understanding. Then it is time to act on that new feeling/understanding - 
time to do something for God because we work with him. 
 
 Remember the charming ‘perfect’ Dr Jekyll and the murderous, evil Mr 
Hyde?  Dr Jekyll turned into Mr Hyde at night, under cover of darkness. 
Robert Louis Stevenson, writing in 1886, explored the personality split that 
happened  in Dr Jekyll because he totally denied the negative feelings and 
thoughts within him. They came out when he thought he was asleep. This is a 
fantasy based on truth. We all act out the feelings we hide (Mr Hyde!) We are 
uncomfortable being honest about our prejudices and hang-ups. When we do 
manage to name them to God (and a friend) in love, we receive love and new 
thoughts that help us to move on and act differently. 
 
 Last week, the Rt. Revd Richard Chartres, Bishop of London, spoke to 
people in New York about ‘defeating terrorists with love’. He calls on all 
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Christians to strive to build a civilization of love to counter-act the programmes 
in mosques, gyms and clubs that teach young Muslims in our society to hate 
Western culture and values, This seems to me a very faithful aim, but I do not 
feel much in a position to go out and do something about it. Where can I begin? 
Considering my four paths of the Way - I can work at negative feelings and 
thoughts within me, face up to what they are, let God transform them. 
 
 So as we move into the rich happenings and liturgies of November, I hope you 
will join me in letting some of the negative feelings within us come out of the 
mists so God can be creative with them. Then we can act upon them. 
 
          With affection,   
     
       Mary 

Today upon a bus I saw 
A lovely girl with golden hair, 
I envied her, she seemed so gay, 
And I wished I were as fair. 
When suddenly she rose to leave 
I saw her hobble down the aisle. 
She had one leg and bore a crutch, 
And as she passed, a smile. 
O God forgive me when I whine, 
I have two legs the world is mine. 
 

***** 
 And then I stopped to buy some 
sweets, 
The lad who sold them had such 
charm, 
I talked to him he seemed so glad 
If I were late would do no harm. 
And as I left he said to me 
‘I thank you, you have been so 
kind. 
It’s nice to talk to folk like you, 
You see’ he said ‘I’m blind’ 
O God forgive me when I whine 
I have two eyes the world is mine. 

 Later walking down the street, 
I saw a child with eyes of blue 
He stopped and watched the others 
play 
It seemed he knew not what to do 
I stopped a moment, then I said 
‘Why don’t you join the others, dear?’ 
He looked ahead without a word 
And then I knew he could not hear 
O God forgive me when I whine 
I have two ears the world is mine. 

 
***** 

 With legs to take me where I go 
With eyes to see the sunset’s glow 
With ears to hear what I would know 
O God forgive me when I whine 
I’m blessed indeed the world is mine. 
 

 
Makes You Think! 

 

 

 [Chris Willis found this in a 
publication from Able Community 
Care, the association which  provided 
full time carers for her son,. Mike] 
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  Geoffrey was a prayerful man with a 
deep and sincere faith who served 
Church and community for 40 years 
as a Reader in the dioceses of  
C h e l m s f o r d ,  L o n d o n  a n d 
Hertfordshire. 
  
He grew up in Finchley, North 
London and later Leigh on Sea  and 
demonstrated a keen community spirit 
by helping with Sunday school, youth 
club and as an enthusiastic scout and 
leader. Geoffrey was an extremely 
able sportsman with a particular flair 
for cricket – had it not been for a 
severe bout of measles that left a 
weakness in his eyesight, he might 
have turned professional.   After 
completing  National Service, mostly 
in Germany, Geoffrey began a career 
in retail with a gentlemen’s outfitters 
in St Albans. 
 
 In 1962 Geoffrey was licensed as a 
Reader in the Anglican Church and he 
later became involved with the 
Missions to Seaman, fundraising, 
visiting ships, seafarers’ centres and 
hospital work.   One such hospital 
visit proved life-changing for 
Geoffrey and the duty Nursing Sister, 
Gillian.  
 
 Despite  remonstrating with Geoffrey 
for making too much noise, a growing 
friendship developed between them, 
and they were married in 1974!   
Together they brought up two 
daughters, Susanne and Alison and 
theirs was a joyful, lively and caring 
home. 

 In 1999 Gillian and Geoffrey moved 
to Welham Green and joined St 
Mary’s.  In spite of poor health 
Geoffrey enjoyed the company of 
family, friends,  granddaughter Chloe, 
and 2 dogs!  When a number of heart 
attacks and strokes left Geoffrey 
h o useb o un d ,  we  t o o k  Ho l y 
Communion to him, which he deeply 
appreciated. 
 
 Many congregations will remember 
Geoffrey’s ministry with fondness and 
gratitude.  We all miss him and pray 
for Gillian and the girls. 

Geoffrey Seagrave, Reader Emeritus, RIP 

   
Remembrance 

Sunday 
 
On Sunday 12th 
N o v e m b e r , 

Remembrance Sunday, the Parish 
Eucharist moves forward  to 
9.15am. 
 
At 10.30am a service is held at the 
War Memorial, followed by the 
British Legion Annual Service of 
Remembrance at 10.50am in the 
Church. 
 
Evensong will be held at St. Mary’s 
as usual at 6.30pm. 
  
Fauré’s Requiem will be sung at St 
Etheldreda’s, Hatfield,  at 7.30pm. 
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Lane, Welham Green, Herts.  

AL9 7DU 
 

Tel: 01707 260404 

she had to painfully scramble on hands 
and knees. So up the hillside crawled 
one casualty in search of help while 
down crawled the other. In time, by the 
miracle of crackling telecoms an Air-
Sea rescue helicopter appeared out of 
the mist and both were winched to 
safety and the care of the local 
hospital. A fine way to end a holiday! 
 
Now we are back in Welham Green 
and slowly walking unaided. We are 
very grateful for the tremendous care 
given by the staff of Wansbeck 
General Hospital but also for your well 
wishes and prayers and the many, 
many offers of help from friends and 
neighbours.  Certainly Welham Green 
is a good place to be in a crisis! 
 
            Roger and Daphne Dean 

Between a Rock and a Hard Place! 

‘ Follow a wide and grassy path to an 
iron age fort’. Inviting words in the 
glossy guide. A mere 600 metres to 
the fort. Up beyond the gorse, where 
sheep grazed freely the path quickly 
shed its grassiness.. Rockiness yes 
and if there had been any grassiness, 
the sheep had consumed it. As the 
path steepened, she called a halt. 
‘You go on but I am stopping here’, 
she said. But the bold adventurer 
said, ‘In my youth I have strode up 
more fearsome inclines than this. I 
shal l  go on’ .  And he did. 
 
At the summit the black rocks of the 
fort scowled through the mist and the 
rain. He had the feeling the ancients 
were watching not pleased by the 
intrusion, He explored briefly. Then 
furtively glancing behind him, he set 
off down the hill. Within ten strides 
his footing slipped . ‘This might be 
precarious!’ he thought , ‘Carefully 
does it’.  Seconds later he was staring 
up at the sky with his left ankle 
snapped under him. He tried to walk 
but fell again.     ‘Bold adventurer 
you might think you are but you’ll 
have to crawl from now on’. 
 
Meanwhile, it was raining heavily 
and she decided to make her way 
back down the hillside. As she did so, 
she slipped on the patch off grass the 
sheep had scorned. Searing pain 
enveloped her right ankle. She had 
had the forethought to carry a mobile 
‘phone on the journey. Its crackling 
call to the rescue services was only 
possible higher up the hill. to which 
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Harvest Lunch - October 1st 

 There was a sense of anticipation as 
we all sat in the Church following 
the 09.30 service with our coffee 
cups perched on our laps in the midst 
of a wonderful array of flowers, 
fruit, vegetables and sheaves of corn 
to get us in the mood.  Looking 
through the glass doors into St. 
Michael’s Room there were tempting 
glimpses of the feast to come and 
people scurrying around putting last 
minute touches to the tables. 
 
 And then the call came and we 
moved into St. Michael’s Room.  
What a sight greeted us.  Beautifully 
laid tables with flowers, plates of 
bread, cheese and meat, all looking 
absolutely delicious.  We all found a 

seat and there was a buzz of 
conversation.  The meal started with 
some tasty home made soup followed 
by ploughman’s lunch, washed down 
with a glass of wine and, just when we 
thought it was all over, a dizzying 
array of home made puddings arrived 
– almost too much choice. 
 
 With lunch over there was a 
realisation that some of our number 
were missing.  The reason soon 
became clear as the doors opened and 
a troupe of recognisable faces, led by 
the inimitable Chris Willis, entered to 
tell us in comical song, about their 
imagined working lives – Chris, as 
you might expect, was the actress!  As 
May was sitting at the piano she 
encouraged us all to join in singing 
our favourite songs before well-fed 
and well-entertained we wended our 
way home. 
 
 Many thanks to everyone who made 
it happen.  It was a lovely occasion 
and one I am sure we shall see back 
on the calendar next year. 
 
    Sheila Hoile 

It is anticipated that next year’s 
Harvest Meal will take place at North 
Mymms Memorial Hall to tie in with 
their Golden Jubilee celebrations.  
 
 See notes from PCC meeting of 11th 
September on  p10 
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 St. Mary’s was Mike’s church as he 
grew up.  He was confirmed here and 
served as a crucifer;  he belonged to 
its flourishing Youth Club and helped 
to produce its magazine.  While still 
quite young he expressed a n 
intention to become a missionary in 
Africa;  that never happened, but he 
did adopt a little African girl through 
an agency and helped pay for her 
education. 
 
 Mike was always adventurous;  he 
liked fast cars and motorbikes too, 
travelling as far as Greece and North 
Africa (often with Chris riding 
pillion).  He positively enjoyed 
taking risks, making parachute jumps 
and windsurfing under difficult 
conditions. 
 
 His main career was as an air 
steward with Britannia Airways.  He 
loved the life, worked his way up to 
the rank of no.1 and crewed on nearly 
1000 flights in 10 years before he 
contracted multiple sclerosis and was 
obliged to retire.  He then took part in 
several cruises on the ‘Lord Nelson’, 

the sailing ship on which half the 
crew are physically disabled (Motto:  
Share the Challenge) 
 
 During these years he helped to put 
together the magazine of his local 
church, near Luton, and was as active 
as possible in helping raise money to 
finance research for a cure for MS.  
Nothing however halted his slow 
physical decline; but he was well 
supported by resident carers and 
nurses and by family and friends 
through their visits, in particular those 
by fellow members of the old Church 
Youth Club.  His stoicism in adversity 
moved us all.  Mike never 
surrendered. 
    Chris Willis 

Michael Robert Willis, RIP  (1954 – 2006) 

Vision for Action 
 
Famous for her appearances on 
Songs of Praise and Blue Peter, TV 
presenter Diane Louise Jordan is 
now to support the Diocesan 
mission project, Vision for Action. 
She will host a major celebration at 
St Albans Cathedral on 24th 
February 2007. 
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 David was born in Hatfield and 
moved into the Parish when he was 
four.  He went to the local schools and 
then on to Hatfield School.  
 
 He attended Sunday School and 
joined the church choir under the 
guidance of Mrs Lock.  
 
 David was a cub, a scout and a keen 
Venture Scout where he excelled in 
tree felling and hill walking activities.  
 
 When David was seventeen, his 
father died from cancer.  He was a 
tremendous support to his mother and 
brothers at that time.   
 
He worked for Maurice Dawson for 
17 years as a building surveyor, where 
he commanded the utmost respect 
from all levels of the building industry 
on account of his integrity and 
humour. 
 
 David met Anne and they married in 
1985.  They moved to Brookmans 
Park where their three children were 
born.  He was a devoted father.  They 
had a wide circle of friends and his 
many friends have testified to the 
kind, helpful, loyal and steadfast 
friend he was.   
 
 In recent years David struggled with 
alcohol addiction; when he was well 
he continued with his gliding and was 
always a helpful and loving son.  
David sustained a head injury from 
which he died at the Royal London 
Hospital.  

David Peter Clark, RIP   ( 1958 – 2006 )  

 An untimely death, but due to the 
nature of his death, David’s heart, a 
lung and both kidneys were able to be 
offered for transplant to give hope to 
others. 
 
 Judging by the number of people 
who attended his funeral and the 
letters and cards the family have 
received, David will be sadly missed. 
 
               Joyce Clark 



8 

 This month, David Brewer, founder 
and editor of the Brookmans Park 
website, has kindly agreed to an 
interview. 
 
 David was born in Liverpool and 
attended school and studied business 
studies at college there. After college 
he was invited to travel overseas to do 
voluntary work; initially for one year 
but this ended up being six! He started 
off in Laos and then went on to 
Vietnam where he got his first taste of 
journalism. 
 
 David then returned to India but 
unfortunately fell sick with a tropical 
disease and was hospitalised in 
Bombay. The best place for treatment 
was the hospital for tropical diseases 
in Liverpool but David’s parents were 
unable to afford to pay for his passage 
home. Fortunately for David the story 
of the Liverpool lad sick in India got 
out and the Chief Executive of 
Liverpool City Council, Alfred Stocks, 
paid for his ticket home. Following his 
recovery, David went round to thank 
Mr Stocks and met his daughter, Ellie, 
who was to become David’s future 
wife. 
 
 David then set off again on his travels 
again. This time he went to North 
America to live with the native 
American people on the reserves of 
the Plains Cree. Here he worked on a 
number of community initiatives to try 
to break down the barriers between the 
native American youngsters and the 

Parish Profile: David Brewer 

white community in Calgary, Alberta. 
Some of the initiatives were funded by 
the Methodist and Anglican churches, 
who were active on the reserves at the 
time, others were funded by businesses 
who believed in the project. 
 
 On his return to Liverpool, David 
started working as a local reporter for a 
Southport newspaper. He then went to 
Radio Merseyside and worked there 
for five years as a radio reporter and a 
newsreader. He then went to London 
with the BBC as a TV political 
correspondent covering the Thatcher 
years. David reported on screen for 
BBC London, Manchester and 
Newcastle. He then became the editor 
in charge of the BBC regional politics 
as well as taking charge of the 
coverage of European politics from 
studios in Strasbourg and Brussels 
 
 At this point in his career, David was 
asked to be the managing editor of the 
BBC’s first news website - BBC news 
online. Two hundred journalists 
worked for him on this project. David 
simultaneously tried out some of his 
online ideas on the Brookmans Park 
website, which is why it looks similar 
to the early version of the BBC news 
onl ine. The Brookmans Park 
Newsletter website has since earned 
two awards - the New Statesman 
Award for overall merit in 2000 and 
the Local Information and Community 
Award in 2004. 
 
 David was then approached by the 
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T D Craig & Sons 
Amenity Services and 

Groundworks 
 

Office: 01707 642632 

 
 

 Experience in all types of 
landscape excavations and site 

work 
 

 Fully qualified 360 evacuator 
operator and many other 

machines 
 

 Please phone for more  
Information and a free quote 

 
 References available 

 
 Brewhouse Farm, Wildhill, 
Hatfield, Herts. AL9 6DS 

Mobile: 07775 940041 

American news network, CNN, to 
launch CNN.com Europe, Middle 
East and Africa. It was to be the first 
global English-language version of 
CNN to be built outside of Atlanta, 
Georgia. David spent two years 
building up that operation in London 
and followed that by setting up CNN 
Arabic in Dubai. 
 
 After leaving CNN, David decided to 
devote his time to helping establish 
independent media in countries where 
there is little or no freedom of 
expression -  mainly in post-conflict 
counties or in countries making the 
transition from totalitarian regimes to 
democratic societies. David spends 
about a week a month working in 
countries as far apart as Syria, 
Armenia, Guatemala, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Ukraine, Serbia, Bosnia 
and the Lebanon. 
 
 David is a great believer in the 
freedom of expression and believes 
that fair, balanced and impartial 
journalism should discriminate 
against no-one and be fair to all. 
 
 He continues to take on commercial 
projects and has recently completed a 
year-long contract spending four days 
a month as the leading editorial 
consultant in the setting up of the 
new English-language Al Jazeera 
International TV and Internet channel 
in Doha, Qatar. 
 
 David launched the Brookmans Park 
website in 1998 and sees his editorial 
role as a hobby. Around 50,000 pages 
of the site are read every month and it 

has 3,000 unique visitors each month. 
Its community content includes 
information on local history, local 
walks, information about the local 
environment and an extremely active 
community forum. 
  
 David lives in Brookmans Park with 
his wife, Ellie and his two boys Tom 
(in the sixth form at Chancellors) and 
Mike (studying for GCSE’s at 
Chancellors). The whole family are 
fans of Liverpool F.C. and they also 
enjoy activity holidays such as white 
water raf t ing, kayaking and 
windsurfing. 
 
           Sara Boothby 
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PCC Meeting -  11th September 2006 

The Vicar reported that Mrs Lynda 
Potter, the newly appointed Parish 
administrator, had begun work.  
Details of the Office hours can be 
found on the inside back cover of this 
magazine. 
 
Use of the East End altar for the 
Patronal Festival Eucharist was 
discussed and generally the response 
had been positive. In response to the 
request for adopting this process for 
Sunday evening, the Vicar asked for 
time to consider how this might be 
put into effect.  This was granted. 
 
The PCC agreed that the gifts from 
the Harvest Festival would be given 
in support of the Phoenix project in 
Hatfield which cares for teenagers 
who find themselves temporarily 
homeless. 
 
 With the Golden Jubilee of the North 
Mymms Memorial Hall falling in 
2007, the PCC suggested that next 
year’s harvest meal take place at the 
hall to include a greater number of 
those living in the Parish, and moves 
to liaise with the Hall Committee 
were put in place. 
 
 The Revd Davenport advised the 
meeting of a change in the procedure 
for handling baptism and wedding 
bookings. Enquiries would be 
followed up with a personal visit to 
the home, or interview, and then the 
preparation would take place in the 
church along with other families, or 
couples.  This would involve a 

number of other people from the 
congregation, and for the wedding 
course, recently married couples. 
 
Russell Perkins, in his capacity as our 
representative on the sub-committee 
tasked to draw up a draft constitution 
for the Team Council, gave an update 
on progress to date.  At the time of 
writing a draft document will have 
been drawn up for respective PCCs to 
consider.   At the same time as this 
process the Team Council will 
informally begin exploring ways of 
working together on particular issues 
wh ich  w i l l  fos ter  ef fec t ive 
communication among the churches. 
 
 One such topic for consideration 
could be the process of Admission of 
Children to Communion before 
Confirmation. It was agreed to 
reconsider this subject after an interim 
of a number of years;  it is to be put 
on the agenda to discuss at the next 
meeting of St. Mary’s PCC. 
 
          PCC Secretary 
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‘The Good Childhood Enquiry’ 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury has 
spoken out of the difficulties children 
face in the 21st Century, as patron of 
the Children's Society who have 
launched The Good Childhood 
Inquiry. 
 
Dr Rowan Williams spoke about the 
pressure children face at school with 
excessive testing, as well as the 
commercial pressures they face by 
being targeted as consumers before 
they are ready. ‘I think we have a 
shared unwillingness in our culture to 
let children be children for long 
enough’.  
 
The Archbishop was interviewed on 
BBC Radio 4’s  Today Programme . 

Hospital Chaplaincies  
 
  Dr Rowan Williams, has given his 
strong support to the work of hospital 
chaplains and has stressed the need 
for a commitment to securing 
effective chaplaincy services across 
the National Health Service at a time 
of job cutbacks and financial restraint. 
 
 In a recent meeting with Health 
Minister, Lord Warner, Dr Williams 
spoke of his concern about reports of 
disproportionate cuts in chaplaincy 
services in some parts of the NHS. 
Whilst recognising the financial 
constraints on the NHS and the need 
to ensure that all areas – including 
chaplaincy - bear their fair share of 
any cutbacks, Dr Williams stressed 
that chaplaincy should neither be 
considered a ‘soft target’, nor bear a 
disproportionate burden of staff 
reductions.  
 
[See Newsletter from QE2 on  p15] 

For full details of these items and other 
news see: 
www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/ 
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We approached St. Mary’s Church 
through its large metal gates and 
walked up the long path towards the 
church.  I was impressed by the tower 
and wondered how long it had taken 
to build all those years ago without 
modern cranes. 
 
 I looked at the grave-stones, covered 
in moss, and thought about all the 
people who had lived there before us.  
It was strange to think of all the 
people who have walked up the same 
path before me, but the church was 
still the same. 
 
 Entering the church through one of 
the two porches, I looked down the 
aisle and noticed you could see pipe-
works through the metal trellis on the 
floor. 
 
 When I looked at the stained-glass 
windows I saw that one was a picture 
of Mary but I could not read what 
was written underneath as it was in 
Latin. 
 
At the back altar there was a little 
girl’s tomb with carved elephants on 
it. 
 
 I was impressed by the christening 
font which was much bigger than the 
one at the chapel of ease. 
 
 By the altar there were carvings of 
women with their heads chopped off.  
This was done by the order of Henry 
VIII.  As I left the Church I wondered 
what ever happened to the heads. 
 
                    Oliver Phillpotts 7A 

Local Studies at Chancellors 

My impressions of St Mary’s Church 
 
 At long last we came to St. Mary’s 
Parish Church.  Outside the church 
was a small graveyard with many 
gravestones neatly lined up side by 
side. 
 
 It looked quite small from the angle 
at which I was standing, although the 
inside was huge.  It was made of 
strong stone walls with a tiled roof.  
On top of the roof was an old bell 
tower.  Some of the windows were 
leaded and some stained-glassed, with 
bright colours streaming through into 
the church. 
 
 Inside there were many pews in front 
of the altar.  At one end of the room 
was a church tower which used to 
have a spire on top.  At the other end 
were the vestry and the altar.  All the 
walls were decorated with pictures, 
writing and diagrams of some of the 
things that had happened in the 
church.  The floor was mainly tiled 
apart from a metal strip covering a 
drain and apart from the altar which 
had a clean pale green carpet.  On the 
arches were people making funny 
faces carved into the stone, which 
made me laugh. 
 
 Over all I really enjoyed looking 
around St. Mary’s because it was dif-
ferent to the other churches I’ve been 
to, and it was really interesting find-
ing out about this church, so close to 
me which I’d never heard of! 
 
         Alexandra Wright 7A  
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Junior Church provides activities 
for children from 2 to 10 years 
during the 9.30am service every 
Sunday until Christmas (except for 
Sundays 12th  and 26th 
November). 
 
Junior church is led by Robin 
Elgar  (01707 261810)  with Chris 
Willis and Karen Hopkins 
assisting her.  There will also be 
several helpers on hand if needed. 

 ‘Christmas Frieze’ 
Sunday 26th November 2006, 

2.45pm -5.00pm  
at St. Mary’s Church,  

North Mymms 
 

An afternoon of fun activities 
run by Chris and Robin for 
children aged 4-10 years. 

 
Snacks and drinks will be 
provided.  Please wear old 
clothes. This year there will be a 
limit of 40 children.  
 

ENTRY BY TICKET ONLY!   
 

 Tickets cost £1 for each child. 
Tickets can be purchased from 
St. Mary’s Church, St. Mary’s 
School or Brookmans Park 
School.   
 

Further information contact 
Robin on 01707 261810 

Children’s Special - ‘Christmas Frieze’ 



                              The Church in Norway 
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Christianity arrived in Norway in 
the 9th century AD from two 
directions: from the British Isles to 
western Norway and from Germany 
and Friesland  to eastern Norway.  
 
The missionaries were monks, 
Vikings who had been converted to 
Christianity abroad, and bishops 
accompanying their kings. 
 
King Olav Haraldsson, killed  in 
battle in 1030, was central in 
bringing Christianity to Norway. 
Supernatural events surrounding 
Olav's death and burial soon led to 
his being declared a saint, and 
throughout the Middle Ages St. 
Olav's shrine on the high altar of 
Nidaros Cathedral in Trondheim was 
an important goal for pilgrims from 
all over Northern Europe.  
 
 In 1153 the Archbishopric of 
Nidaros was established by Cardinal 
Nicholas Breakspeare, not long 
before his election as Pope Adrian 
IV.   The Archbishopric included 
present-day Norway, parts of 
present-day Sweden, Iceland, 
Greenland, Orkney, the Faroes, the 
Shetland Islands, the Hebrides and 
the Isle of Man. 

The Cathedral has been Lutheran 
since 1537 when the Church of 
Norway was established. 
 
Today the Church of Norway is a 
Evangelical-Lutheran State Church, 
headed by the King of Norway.  
 
There are some 28 stave churches 
still to be seen in Norway, and on our 
recent holiday we visited several 
including the smallest one - pictured 
opposite. Stave refers to the unique 
wooden construction whereby the 
walls consisted of wooden posts 
interlaced with vertical planks.  An 
obvious fire hazard - hence the small 
number still in existence! 
 
         Jean Hockings 
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can either be found on your notice 
board or phone Caroline Todd on 
01707 356635. 
 
I am sure that most of you have read 
in newspapers that this year is a 
part icularly chal lenging one 
financially for NHS Trusts all over 
the country and the hospitals covered 
by the Eastern Region Strategic 
Health Authority are no exception.  
The result of this is that there is no 
decision as yet on the proposed new 
hospital at Hatfield, it is hoped that 
an announcement will be made 
before the end of the year. 
 
On a positive note there is a new 
MRI scanner housed in the state-of-
the-art Vicki Adkins breast unit at 
the rear of the hospital, it is probably 
the best equipped in the country. 
 
There is a chaplain available 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year. If you 
are a patient there will always be 
someone here for you and your 
relatives if requested. If you would 
like further information or just want 
to drop into the chapel or office for a 
chat ring one of the numbers below, 
we would be delighted to hear from 
you.  
 
01707 365331 (QE2 office)           
01438 781518 (Lister office) 
 
          Revd. Lorraine Summers 
 Revd. Jane Hatton 
          Revd. Simon Manley-Cooper 
 Revd. Fizz Gibbs 

 At the time of writing summer is 
rapidly giving way to an autumnal 
feel, the days are getting shorter and 
there is a chill in the air when I come 
to work in the morning. Since I last 
wrote I have been joined at the QE2 
by the Revd. Lorraine Summers who 
comes into the hospital  on 
Wednesdays and Fridays, has an 0n-
call once a week and one weekend a 
month. Lorraine is also Priest-in-
charge at Kimpton and Ayot St. 
Lawrence so she has a very full life 
and a full diary!  
 
The chaplaincy has also been 
augmented by four volunteers who 
visit patients on the ward and whose 
role is to befriend them and identify 
those who would like to see a 
chaplain.  
 
Our Sunday team of wheelchair 
pushers continues to play a very 
important role in that they give 
patients a chance of coming to the 
hospital chapel service and having 
some time off the ward. Last year 
over 1100 patients attended services 
in the chapel so one can see how 
important this is. However, we could 
really do with some more Sunday 
volunteers whose commitment is 
usually once in five weeks. If you 
think this might be for you contact 
Lorraine or myself on 01707 365331. 
 
 Finally, on the subject of volunteers 
there is a NEW VOLUNTEER 
DRIVER SCHEME details of which 

Autumn Newsletter from the QE2 CHAPLAINCY TEAM at t he 
East and North Herts. NHS Trust    
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Oasis at St. Mary’s 
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 Once again we have come to the end 
of our Wednesday lunch time 
gatherings for this season in St 
Michael’s Room. 
 
 We have welcomed old friends and 
new, some return year by year, others 
see our superb new notice boards 
(given to us anonymously) or the 
notices in churches around and in the 
local magazines including See Round. 
 
 Our guests have included hikers, a 
lady artist, two Australians, a man 
from Bedford, another from Romford 
and one from Southgate, couples from 
Harpenden and Bedford and various 
local people.  One highlight was a 

group from St. Albans who came to 
sketch.  Our ‘core’ visitors and new 
visitors all mix well together, 
including the children who came in 
August. 
 
 As a new venture this year we have 
offered light snacks and our good 
friend Diana Glanfield has come once 
a month to offer help with sketching.  
Thank you Diana. 
 
 Our thanks are also due to all the 
helpers.  If you would like to go on 
the rota do let me know. 
 
 We look forward to re-opening on 
Wednesday March 7th 2007 
 
    Rhoda Brutey 
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Magazine Deadline Copy Date 

 
Copy for the December 2006 issue 

  by  
 Monday 13th November  

to: 
 

Jean Hockings      01707 650642 
64 Mymms Drive,  

Brookmans Park,   AL9 7AD 
jean.hockings@btinternet.com 

 
or: 

 
Patricia Cook     01707 655449 

100 Brookmans Avenue, 
 Brookmans Park,   AL9 7 QQ 

epcook@tiscali.co.uk 
 

We now have a website at 
 www.stmarysnorthmymms.org.uk 

 
Kingfisher 
Plumbing 

 
(Established over 25 years) 

 
For your 

 
PLUMBING & CENTRAL 

HEATING 
 

contact 
 

Brian Wood  
 01707 645022 

 
   Friendly Service  
  No job too small 

 
Regret no GAS work undertaken 

Do you know someone who would 
like to receive a regular copy of the 
North Mymms Parish Church 
magazine?   
 
Perhaps a new neighbour, or a 
family who have recently moved 
into the district?  
 
The magazine is brought out 11 
times a year, with a combined 
July/August issue, cost 40p per 
month. 
 
To arrange this please contact Jean 
Hockings or Patricia Cook - details 
below. 
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Only the current registers, (Baptisms from March 1980; Weddings from January 1999, Burials from 
March 1984 and Services from July 1996) are stored at the church. All previous church registers, and 
parish magazines, are stored at the Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies, County Hall, Hertford, 
SG13 8EJ. (01992) 555105, to  ensure they are adequately  preserved. 

 Funerals: 
 

 Our sympathy to the relatives and friends of: 
  
        Michael Robert Willis      29th September 2006 
       Violet Henderson    5th October 2006 
       Rose June Morgan    11th October 2006 
 
  

 Interment of ashes: 
            
  Edward Samuel Jarman   28th September 2006 
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From the Parish Church Registers 

 Weddings: 
 
 We congratulate: 
 
   
       Gareth Jones to Alexandra Lawrence  30th September 2006 
       James Arding to Penelope Fielding   30th September 2006 
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Weekly 

 

 Wednesday      8.00 pm  Bell ringers’ Practice 
 
 Thursday    10.00am  Carers’ Support Group meet in St. Michael’s  
     Room 
 
  Friday    Vicar’s Day off 
 
    10.00 am  Pramsters meet in St. Michael’s Room 
 
      7.00 pm   Choir practice 

 

/parish diary continued from  inside front cover 

   Sun 26th    Christ the King, last Sunday before Advent (contd.) 
   
    3.00pm – 5.00pm Children’s Special, ‘Christ the King’ - to    
    prepare the Christmas frieze 
  6.30pm  Evensong (BCP) 
 
   Mon 27th 9.30am Team Communion at St Etheldreda’s 
 
    Tues 28th  2.15pm Women’s Fellowship meet in St. Michael’s    
    Room 
  8.00 pm Team Council  -  St Michael’s 
 
   Thu 30th   Andrew the Apostle 

 
Parish Office Hours 
open 9am - 1.30pm 
Tuesday/Thursday 
tel: 01727 825578 

 
email: northmymmsparishoffice@btinternet.com 

 
                   On the first Monday of each month the Vicar holds an office  
  hour at  the Vicarage from 6.30pm until 7.30pm  
 

The Vicar can be contacted at any other time by telephone:  
 01727 822062 or through the Church website: 

www.stmarysnorthmymms.org.uk 




