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Parish Diary for May

Mon 1st Philip and James, Apostles
Sat 6th 12 noon  Wedding of Richard Brooks&arah Burbridge

Sun 7th The Fourth Sunday of Easter
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Eucharist with Baptisms
11.00am Home Communions fer $inck
6.30pm Choral Evensong (BCP)

Mon 8h 9.30am  Team Communion - St John’s 4fenal
Thu 11th  1.30pm Memorial Service for Ann Farmer

Sun 14th Matthias, the Apostle
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Christian Aid Week
8.00am Holy Communion (CW¥*)
9.30am Parish Eucharist (CW)
6.30pm Evensong (BCP)

Mon 15th  9.30am Team Communion — St Michael’s Bircod
Tue 16th  8.00pm Deanery Synod at St Mark's, €ohieath.

Sat 20th 10.30am  Christian Aid Coffee morningRQ@)

- 12 noon

11lam- 2pm St Luke’s Fair, Hatfield

3pm Wedding of Juan Kaski to Victoria Jawett
Sun 21st The Sixth Sunday of Easter

8.00am Holy Communion (CW)
9.30am Parish Eucharist (CW)
6.30pm Holy Communion (BCP)

Mon 22nd 9.30am Team Communion — St Mary’s

Tue 23rd  2.15pm Women'’s Fellowship meet invBthael's Room

Wed 24th  2-3pm Visit of Chancellors School

CW - Common Worship
* - Traditional Language

BCP - Book of Common Prayer /continued inside back cover



Many years ago, | was pushing envelopes througinsdaoBarnet with the help

of my 3 year old son, when to my embarrassmentdréesl peeping through the
letter boxes that were about his height and telimgwhat was inside. ‘There’s a
bicycle!’; ‘there’s a fish tank! and so on his eeirang out.

| trust this years collectors feel good aboutrtirerolvement and that our giving
IS generous and in keeping with the measure ofati.
Thank you, Di, for being our committed link at Sai’s.

“We believe in life before death’ goes the ChaustAid slogan and so do I! That
IS one of the reasons that it is one of my faveucharities, for Christian Aid
offers people simple ways of turning life roundtiveir own environment - for
example you can have two goats and breed a hegda avell and water your
land.

‘Making it happen’ is what workers in the fieldeasbout and what we are about
when we raise money. We work with poor people amkeQuman beings. We do
not give out charity in a patronizing way. In recgears the emphasis of the
work of Christian Aid has been on ending povekltye build a global campaign
to end poverty’ is a slogan for this year - lookt dar it with pictures of
Bangladeshi people working to raise their own kyvstandards. ‘Fair Trade, not
Free Trade’ is the way of restraint and generdsityus to follow. Poor farmers
can clothe their children and send them to scHoekipay a little extra for Fair
Trade goods rather than beat them down to poveigywages.

As | write this on the day after Palm Sunday,mheenber we sang

‘This is our God, the Servant King, / he calls us o follow him, / to bring our
lives as a daily offering / of worship to the SemvKing.

| heard people saying ‘I do like that hymn’

So do |, for it is about life before death - eaely dve live the gospel message.

Jesus has a lot to say about the poor. It isoagttheme in the Hebrew Scripture
- what we know as the ‘Old Testament’ was His sarg. The Hebrew prophets
proclaim God’s will that there should be justice tbe poor. For example in
Amos 4.1-3 the fine ladies of Bashan are warnedt wier fate will be if they
do not stop misusing the poor. Jesus tells parablslsow God loves the poor -

in Luke 16.20-30 we read of the poor man at tkb man’s gate. Jesus also
shows us that we are all part of the one vine alyldbat is Himself - for ‘in so
much as you did it for one of these you did itdme’ [Matthew 25.44-45]



Jim Wallis, leader of the Sojourners - a netwark peace and justice , and
living among the poor of inner city Washington eefls that Jesus’ words ‘For
you always have the poor with you’' [Mark 14.7 ] addressed to his close
followers who live in the Spirit he has taught thérhey will, therefore, always

be open -hearted to the poor, meaning they willagbvbe with them. This is

such a different attitude to the fatalistic way @& get into of meaning that the
poor will always be there so why bother about them!

| trust we shall bother about the poor during €train Aid Week and be glad Di
Lee and others help us to do so. Also, let us remeerfair Trade goods and
think of giving fair wages to those who produce tmod - | hope it tastes better
when we do!

. and so it is May, and we welcome Sally andiback from their
honeymoon in time to share Christian Aid enthusesiith us.

Love to you all

Mary

The House-to-House
Collection for Christian
Aid Week is organised
by Churches Together
in North Mymms.

We never have enough collectorg tp
cover every road in our area, but lagt | |
year more was accomplished |by ! #$

team-work.. Collecting is a lot easje

4R, *
and less daunting for two or more %& '()E
people - so if you feel you coyld .
collect but not on your own, | would $+ 4+, "H#H H#+

be so pleased to hear from you. If yo
feel you cannot possibly collect, jus
posting envelopes through letter-boxes

would be extremely helpful too. $+ # - # "#

Di Lee tel: 01707 654435




Archbishop of Canterbury to visit | | Christianity and Islam - religions
Rome of peace?

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr
Rowan Williams, is to visit His Rowan Williams, has said that the
Holiness Pope Benedict XVIth in claims of both Christianity and Islam
Rome later this year. The visit will to be religions of peace need to be
mark the 40th anniversary of the demonstrated through practical trust.
Archbishop Michael Ramsey's
meeting with Pope Paul Vith in 1966 Addressing the Sudan Inter-Religious
and the founding of the Anglican Council in Khartoum recently, Dr
Centre in Rome in the same year. Williams said that trust was essential
when people with different views had
Dr Williams met the Holy Father's to work together for peace. Both
predecessor, Pope John Paul I, in theeligions, he said, pointed to peace

autumn of 2003; he travelled to Romewijth God as a necessary starting point.
in April 2005 for the funeral of Pope

John Paul Il and returned for the

Inaugural Mass of his successor. ‘To be at peace with God means
knowing that we do not have to strive
all the time for power over each

other’. He warned that trust had to be
built: ‘Among these things which most

stand in the way of peace is the
suspicion that comes from the way
people exercise power; when power is
shared then trust is built.’

ParishPump

Dr Williams said that Sudan's own
situation pointed to being honest with
one another; to face their failings, to
listen to one another's fears. ‘So peace
comes when we are at peace with
God; we are at peace with God when
we face our failings with honesty, we
are at peace with one another when we
share our power and resources...’

ParishPump
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Vicar puts his faith in a parable and harvests theorofits

A vicar gave 90 members of his great success,” he said. "It was
congregation £10 each and told themcertainly a novel thing to do because,
to go forth and multiply. these days, churches have a

_ _ reputation for taking money off
They did and now, six months on, the people instead of giving it away.’

repair fund at the 14th century St

Peter and St Mary's Church in The biggest money-maker was Jean

Stowmarket, Suffolk, will be more Hearn, 78, who used her £10 to buy

than £5,000 better off. ingredients to make cakes, scones and
ams. By reinvesting the profits to

In a modern take on the Parable OfJfinance more baking, she eventually
the Talents, the Rev Michael Edenpanded in £410.

dished out the £900 at the harvest

festival service last October and told While nobody took the risk of
his congregation that they had six‘investing’ the money on a horse in
months to at least double the cash. the Grand National, five parishioners

pooled their handout to organise a

their profits, Mr Eden has received

more than £4,800 for restoration One woman made £90 from ironing,

work. He is confident that the another cooked breakfasts at church

outstanding money will boost the sales to earn £141 and a third bought

tally beyond the £5,000 mark.. wool to knit scarves and tea cosies
that turned a £75 profit.

‘It was an interesting exercise and a

The Brockmans Park Hotel 01707 &53577
This privately run Hotel
offers you a warm welcome.
HWe cater for all cccasicns: Weddings,
Birthday Parties, Anniversarlies and
Funeral Teas.

6 Comfertable Bedrooms BB MLARE
The Gobions 45-seater Restaurant ,_E"',:'.}'_"L

Gardan & Patic Area

Large Scresn TV in Bar area
Conference & Bangueting Facilities

available




Into the Wilderness

contd. from previous page

Mr Eden used the money to buy A very enlightening and interesting
onions and vinegar to make pickled day was spent with Mary Robins
onions, which he sold for £35. leading us on the 8th April from

11.30 am until 3.00pm.
The clergyman said he was inspired by

the parable of the talents in which a A quiet period and moving tune on
master gives his three servants moneythe radio started us off on our
before leaving his home to travel. journey into the Wilderness. In

periods of silence Mary reminded
On his return he finds two of them s of many things which made us

have doubled their money but the third think very Carefu”y of what was

jUSt buried his cash in the garden. happening in our |ives, that we may
recognise the presence, power, and
Sfight of our souls, that we are never
alone and we respect our own
individuality and differences.

‘The message Jesus was putting acros
was that God gives us all sorts of
things in life, but does not expect us to
waste them and do nothing,” said Mr

Eden. We all related various experiences

in our lives very openly.
© David Sapsted

Daily Telegraph 21 April 2006 We finished by having our packed
lunches and coffee provided in

complete silence.

KAREN’S hank h
CATERING ;I ank you, Mary, so much from us
Tony Dabbs

BUFFETS FOR ALL
OCCASIONS

* BUSINESS LUNCHES *
* WEDDINGS *
* CHRISTENINGS *
* PARTIES *
* FUNERALS*

PLEASE CONTACT KAREN
ARNOLD

TEL: 01707 270700 Lo # S
MOB: 0781 406 0735 % &
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;/i { Brightly dawns our wedding day...

Saturday 22nd April - a perfect arm of her father. Looking composed
Spring morning and | found myself and elegant in an ivory dress under a
thinking of those well-known words full length chiffon coat with train,
from the Mikado. decorated with crystals and pearls, and
carrying a bouquet of white lilies,
The coach arranged to transporally made her way up the aisle to

many of the parishioners from St.Albinoni’s Trumpet Concerto
Mary’s didn’'t have to wait for any

late arrivals - all were there in goodThe Vicar of St. Michael's, the Revd.

time looking resplendent in their Toby Marchand, welcomed all those
wedding outfits. Others made theirpresent, as we noted from our Order of
way by car, and at this point must beService that St. Michael’s Church was
included a big thank you to Dianawhere Sally and Chris had first met,
Glanfield, who made many of the and where Sally had served.

arrangements, and provided _ _
independent’ travellers with well The Bishop of St. Albans introduced

marked maps of Bishop’s Stortford € Service, and we then sang the first
showing routes around the tortuouLf Several uplifting and joyful hymns -

one-way system and parkinglordforthe Years.
arrangements.

As most had arrived by 11 o’clock
those who wished made their way t
the allocated pews in St. Michaels’
whilst others decided to have
morning cup of coffee before takin
their places.

The church filled with more and

more people and the air o

anticipation grew. As 12 noon

approached, Chris, resplendent in

frockcoat with lime green stock,

escorted his father to his seat, and @s

tradition expects, last to arrive wa | o
the mother of the bride. '

Then, preceded by the Archbishop
Canterbury and the Bishop of St #
Albans, the moment we had beep
waiting for, the arrival of Sally on the




SRR
The Archbishop of Canterbury thenlLed by the Bishop of S(
began the Preface with the well lovedAlbans, we received
words ‘We have come together in thecommunion at various stations around
presence of God, to witness thehe church. A beautiful anthem was
marriage of Chris and Sally, to ask Histhen sung by the choir from St.
blessing on them, and to share in theiMichael’'s, Blessed be the God and
joy’ Fathercomposed by S.S. Wesley, who
_ also wrote the music for the next
The familiar words of the Marriage congregational hymnO thou who
Service continued. camest from above.

Churchwarden at St. Mary's, andmost special Service, we (almost)

looking most glamorous, read fromygised the roof as we sang the final
Jeremiah chapter 31, and we all stoodymn, Go forth and tell.

for the hymn -Exsultet - Sing choirs

of heaven! Let saints and angels singTo the strains of Theodore Dubois’
In this, as with the other hymns, ourToccata in G Chris and Sally left the
spirits soared as the notes of thehurch - but not for long, for in next
trumpeter accompanied each finako no time they were back amongst us
verse. greeting the many friends and family

_ _ who had come to support them on
Following the reading from the thejr Wedding Day.

Gospel, the Archbishop gave an

address, which seemed to many of u¥hey had thoughtfully provided

present to capture perfectly therefreshments for everyone, and as they

sentiment and essence of the occasioomade their way around the church,
_ ~ those lesser mortals not living on air

The next hymriThere’s a wideness in ere able to refuel, and attempted to

Gods Mercy, with words so aptly take that photo which for them would
chosen, came before the Marriage angaptyre the spirit of the day.

the Proclamation that Sally and Chris
were indeed man and wife. | believe there are plans afoot to

provide a suitable notice board at St.

The Archbishop then blessed th@yary's where all such photos can be
couple and the congregation offeredyigplayed.

one another a sign of Peace.
_ _ Everyone at St. Mary’s wishes Sally
As the Registration took place, weang Chris every happiness as they set

joined in singing the words of William gyt on their married life together.
Wordsworth - Alleluia, Hearts to

heaven and voices raiset to music _
Lux Eoiby Arthur Sullivan Jean Hockings



Women'’s Fellowship

The objective of the Women’s fees to speakers, most of which goes
fellowship is to provide entertainment to the charities of their choice
and interest for its members in atogether with the proceeds of the
pleasant social atmosphere and at th&ales of artefacts they may have
same time do some good as befits arprought.
organisation attached to the church.

We have to record the retirement of
At our AGM in March we were able Renee Hooper from our Committee
to look back on a succession of well after a number of years of much
received talks and two enjoyable valued service. Her place has been
outside events. Our finances are in ataken by Janet Burbridge, and, of
healthy state, thanks mainly to the course, there are others, not on the
generosity of those attending our committee who do much in other
annual “Coffee Morning”, enabling us ways to keep things running
to make a donation of £100 to Mrs Smoothly. Our thanks to them all.
Judy Almond’s charity for Romanian

children. It has also meant that we Muriel Norman
have been able to raise some of our

3 A;AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA - -.
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Plumbing

Magazine Deadline
Copy Date

(Established over 25 years)

For your _
copy for the June2006issue please

PLUMBING & CENTRAL by Monday 15th May to:

HEATING
Jean Hockings 01707 650642
contact 64 Mymms Drive,
Brookmans Park, AL9 7AD
Brian Wood

jean.hockings@btinternet.com
01707 645022

or.

Patricia Cook 01707 655449
100 Brookmans Avenue,
Brookmans Park, AL9 7 QQ
epcook@tiscali.co.uk

Friendly Service
No job too small

Regret no GAS work undertaken
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Annual Parochial Church Council Meeting — 9th April 2006

The APCC meeting took place on 9tt Henry Rickeard was appointed as
April 2006 after the 9.30 service in Stindependent examiner and thanks were
Michael's room. It was preceded byexpressed to him.

the Annual Vestry meeting at which

Russell Perkins and Diana Glanfielc The new arrangements for electing

church wardens (no other nomination 2007~ were  discussed ~ and

being received). recommended. Please see Russell if you
would like more detail!

42 parishioners attended the meetin _

Sara Boothby was nominated to b The Vicar's report was very well

Deanery Synod representative to th received and a copy fol_lows for those

PCC by Sally and as there were nunable to make the meeting.

other nominations this was carried. The meeting concluded after a few

Six nominations were received foiPoints of discussion regarding mowers,
six vacancies on the PCC so ththe need for more pew sheets at larger
following people were duly appointed;services, and the possible reinstatement
Sarah Smith, Philip (Sam) Elgar,of the family service.

Geoff Boothby, Martin Wiggs, Harry Maurice

Fordham and Harry Donnelly. Dawson, on behalf of

everyone, paid tribute to Sally's

Sides persons were elected and Peileadership over the past year and

sides persons. wonderful marriage.

The Annual report of the PCC was Sara Boothby
received. This included:

Electoral roll report - 162 people o

the roll - up one from last year, /NI KO RDES

Fabric report - pleasing comment
were made on the improvement to th  WHRIMCILY (SEHEECO0NS

sound quality in church because of t _
new loop system, Regular and Reliable

Deanery Synod - no particula Tel: 01707 268639
comments. .

Annual accounts for year ending 3§ 81 Dellsome Lane, Welham Green
December 2005 were discussed arH H

approved.
PP 9



The year began with the on-goinginaugural service of celebration at St
vacancy, for which | express ourJohn’s Hatfield in January.
gratitude and thanks to Colette _
Arbuthnot and Russell Perkins, for St Mary’s was once again a key venue

shouldering the additional workload@nd host for one of the Diocesan
that entailed, in their roles asVYision for Action launches in

Churchwardens. September. This initiative encourages
our churches to re-envision ministry
The long vacancy was, howeverand mission outreach in the local
drawing to an end, necessitating alcommunity. It was felt in the PCC
sorts of preparations - from ensuringthat building our relationships and our
that all clergy and readers who hadaith were priorities to concentrate
helped out during the vacancy wereaupon in the coming months.
appropriately thanked, to preparing for _ _ _
the licensing service of the new Priest-Our Ecumenical links with the two
in-Charge. This took place on 3 Maychurches in North Mymms - St.
and was a truly uplifting event for all Thomas More and the United

concerned and was a marvelloudiéformed — continue to strengthen

during the year and new initiatives in
Literally days later, St Mary’s hosted prospect.
an Archdeacon’s visitation at which _
newly elected and re-elected It has been very rewarding to renew
Churchwardens began their currenthe churches links with schools in the
term of office. This was the momentParish — Chancellors, Brookmans Park
when Colette Arbuthnot, who hadPrimary - and once again the children
served St Mary’s faithfully as and teachers from St Mary’s Chu_rqh of
Churchwarden for the past 7 yearsEngland school are r_egular visitors
stood down and handed over to Dian&€re. Term always finishes with a
Glanfield. | wish to register Colette’s church service, with other important
great contribution in this role to the life €vents in the church calendar also
and ministry of St Mary’s which marked in the church. Strong links

spanned some very challenging times. With the schools, and particularly our
church school, are key in establishing

In the summer we were asked to revisithe relevance of church in the life of
the proposals for St Mary’s to join thethe community. There is much that we
Bishop’s Hatfield Team. After a can build upon through contacts made
consultation period, the PCC decided tavith children and their families.
support our participation and the team _ _
became a formal and legal entity from Th€ pattern of Junior church in our
1 September. This was marked by £-30 services has been a changing one.
Low attendance has, in some part been

10



indicative of lifestyles and the many Jean Willoughby, and especially Sara
demands on family life. We must Smith who has stood down from this
continue to identify opportunities to role after many years.

adapt to these changes. The

popularity of the Children’s Special David Holford — for his endless energy
at Christmas - attended by 47 and enthusiasm in caring for the fabric
children — gives us great hope and aof this magnificent building — along

way forward. with the committee he chairs.

| recall, when coming here for Martin Soley and the team — for
interview, belng told that most of the keepmg the grounds in such good order
members of this church take an active Mildred Compton our sacristan whose
part in church life. | have indeed quiet work behind the scenes makes
found this to be the case. If | were to thmgs happen and for Muriel Norman
name you all, we'd be here a long \who helps with the laundry!

time! Yet, at the risk of sounding like

a bad ‘Academy Award’ thank-you Brenda Harris — for her enthusiasm and
speech, | should like to name the work with the choir, calling them all on
following in particular, but may the +tg greater achievements. Indeed I thank
rest of you know that you are gl our choristers, along with our
included in my thanks. Organist Philip Deane and Janet Deane

for sharing their gifts and leading us in
Mary Williams — for organising the our worship.

army of cleaners, including those

who clean the family silver! To Graham Nicholas for his vital work

_ _ on stewardship
Flower arrangers Diana Glanfield and

Nicole Lappa and Jim Wiseman who

OVER 30 MAGNIFICENT WEDDING CARS

I s} OPENEVERY DAY INCLUDING [lim iy T, ] L)
SUNDAYS 10am - 10pm i
(VIEWING WELCOME)

LORD CARS
WELHAM GREEN

L —




work hard as vergers at weddings an Jean Holford and Patricia Cook for
funerals; they are often the ‘face’ of their part in that procedure.
the church to those who do not ofter
enter a church building. No ‘thank you' list would be
complete without highlighting the
Derek Blumson — for his conscientiouswork of the PCC members,
work in keeping the electoral roll in acknowledging especially the years
good order. of service of Kevin Baldwin and
Colette Arbuthnot who are both
Vivien Weeks — for overseeing so standing down.
diligently the installation and good
running of our new sound system. In addition of course, | wish to thank
our Churchwardens. | am
All those who take care of particularly indebted to them for
refreshments after the service (wheresteering me through what is now
though different to what happens inalmost my first year. | have
the church itself, is an important partappreciated their loyalty, efficiency,
of our meeting together). knowledge and above all, their
friendship. A huge ‘thank-you’ to
The Home Communion team who Russell and Diana.
provide this vital service to the
housebound, helping them to stav

connected with the church.

>
(>
(>
A

Our servers who have the demandi <
task of serving us and keeping me ||<
order!

WELHAM ESTATES

The bellringers who tell out the good

news to the wider community! Your local professional Estate

Agents - serving your area for
over 21 years

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Our welcomers and sidespeople whos3

first impression to. visitors s SOE Residential & Commercial Sales
mportant. § Lettings & Management Service
We have an excellent magazine with § RICS Surveys

wide circulation and my : 2 Fourways Market, Dellsome

acknowledgement and thanks go tc<
Jean Hockings for her tremendoud
work. The magazine is distributed tc}
over 500 people for which | thank3
<
V'
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Poll shows widespread support
for Church Schools

To conclude, we are on a sound
financial footing, we have a

wonderful church building that is Seven out of ten people believe that
well maintained, we have, most Church of England schools play a

importantly, a strong team and positive role in educating the nation’s
congregation, and beyond that, arechildren, according to a poll by
now linked closely with the churches researchers ORB released last month.

in the Bishop’s Hatfield Team.

That is not a signal for complacency |nstitute for

Further research, by the National
Christian Research

but an encouragement to step out inEducation, points to the ‘added value’

faith to meet the demands andthat

Church schools offer their

opportunities of being a church students and to the diversity of their

community in the 21st century.

Sally Davenport
9th April 2006

ABLE ADAMS FUEL QILS
Suppliers of

DOMESTIC HEATING OILS

DERV-PETROL
GAS OIL - PARAFFIN

01442 251217

Buncefield 01l Terrm rial
East Site, Green Lane
Hemel Hermpstead, Herts, HP2 THZ

learner populations.

Support for inclusive schools run with
a Christian ethos remains widespread
across all areas of the country and
across different economic groups, with
74 per cent of respondents from rural
areas supporting Church schools, and
similarly high figures of 69 and 77 per
cent of those surveyed from areas with
predominantly Local Authority
housing and separate towns
respectively.

Figures also demonstrate a positive
view of Church schools within other
faith communities, with 62 per cent of
respondents from non-Christian faith
groups agreeing that Church of
England schools have a positive role
in society.

ParishPump
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Know your church - seating

When St Mary's was re-orderedSome of the medieval pews were
recently several people lamented thdeautifully carved, with ‘poppy-
loss of the choir stalls and other pew$eads’, and animals and even scenes
removed at this time. It appears that rom the Bible. Animals and even
few people believed they weremermaids were quite commonly seen.
medieval.

Our pew-ends have simple leaf

However, all the pews in the churchgecorations. If you look carefully you
are Victorian, dating from 19th will notice variations.

century restorations. The large box

pew belonging to Potterells, situatedafter the Reformation the sermon
almost exactly where the re-positionethecame the most important part of the
choir now sits was retained, as was gervice, often lasting up to one hour,
smaller box pew in the chancel forand seating was needed, first benches,
North Mymms House. and later backs to these. Then came

. the large box pews, some of which
If you look at the framed drawing even ?lad firepplaces! Rents were

dated 1859 on the NE wall, above thq, ., 5aid for these, a custom which

candle stand, you will see, with some, :
e ’ : ’ as only recently disappeared.
difficulty, the seating arrangement y y PP

which was used. Apparently there
were so many objections to the re-

pewing that the archdeacon was called D LITC H

in! ** MNURSERY

It is interesting to see that the large ﬁ[] e

houses in the parish each had thei
own family pew near the front, with : ~ N
servants graded by seniority at the (rarden centre UF"' CVELY dﬂ}
back. At a later restoration, in 1871,

the box pews were removed and the@afifif A1000

choir stalls built. |
In medieval times there was f¥ii Great Notth Rd

practically no seating in the church, Brookmans Park
only perhaps a stone ledge running

round the wall for the lame and BUliELl] Hatfield AL96ND
elderly. This led to the phrase ‘the

weakest go to the wall’. The f
congregation either stood or possibly 01 707 65337?
knelt, a practice still evident in e

Orthodox churches today.

14



Lately the need for pews has
diminished. Services now take
different forms, with the congregation
moving about more. Also, flexibility
IS now important, and many churches
have removed most or even all of their
pews and introduced stacking chairs to
allow for greater space for church
events.

Patricia Cook

Opposite - Detail from end of pew
Drawing - Jean Atkinson

** The archdeacon of St Albans
who was called in to settle the
dispute wrote to the churchwardens
on 14th January 1860:

“l beg to communicate to you in writing
the decision | expressed by word of
mouth on my visit to North Mimms
Church respecting the Pew occupied by
Mrs Kemble and respecting the
complaint made on behalf of Mr
Lyseley's tenant at Mimwood Farm,
which had been brought to my notice.

1. In regard to Mrs Kembie's Pew -

although it is larger than her family now

requires, yet, considering that she
occupied one of equal accommodation
on the same spot in the Church before it
was re-pewed; considering too her
position in the Parish; and especially

that it did not appear than anyone was
aggrieved or deprived of sittings in the

Church through want of room. | saw no

reason to disturb her, but confirmed her
occupancy of that Pew.

15



2. In respect of Mr Lyseleys tenant, My Churches Together Lenten Group

Milward, the complaint appears to me to

be so far well founded viz., that he was _ _
not seated according to his rank andn the five Mondays during Lent, a

position in the Parish his Pew beinggroup of us from the three local
behind those occupied by Mrs Kembleshurches met in St. Michael's Room.
and Mr Lyseleys servants respectivelyVe were very ably and sensitively led
and | decided that he ought to be movedy Francoise Matthews from St.
forward, the servants occupying Pewhomas More’s. Our over-all theme
behind him in the order assigned to therfor the course was ‘the desert’, and
by the Churchwardens; so that Mrthis gave rise to very interesting
Milward should occupy No.11 in the Plangiscyssions on subjects as diverse as

of the Church submitted to me; Mrst - L
, _ : emptation, power, anger, meditation,
Kemble's servants No.12; - and Mrprayer and faith.

Lyseley’s servants 13.

| wish to notify you, at the same timeFranCOiSe had put a great deal of

that Churchwarder is in the assignmenthoughtinto her role, and it was much
of Pews or sittings, should be careful téPpPreciated by us all.

give precedence to resident occupiers

and Ratepayers in the Parish, over the Jean Holford
servants of private families. Under any

circumstances, my opinion is, that,

servants can have Pews assigned to them

only upon sufferance - certainly not to

the exclusion or prejudice of the

Parishioners having claim to be seated.

If after these have been provided for,

further more remains, that more may

fairly be assigned to the domestics of the

resident Gentry, at the discretion of the

Churchwardens. Even so, however, they

would be liable to removal, should any

fresh claim for seats on the part of

Parishioners arise."

The churchwardens duly altered the
allotment of pews.

[from Victorian Lives in North Mymms
by Peter Kingsford]
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Isabel Hospice Events May

Glorious Gardens

Tuesday 2nd May 2006  10.30am

at The Cricket Club Ground, Furneaux

Pelham, Nr. Buntingford.

A marquee event organised by the
Isabel Hospice Special Events
Committee. A must for garden lovers,
beginning with coffee on arrival and
then time to browse some 20
gardening stalls.

A buffet lunch will be served in the
main marquee followed by our guest
speaker Peter Battrick formerly of the
National Trust, on ‘Wimpole Hall -
Gardening on a Grand Scale’. Tickets
cost £40.00 (which includes coffee,
lunch and wine).

Welwyn Garden City Golf Day
Thursday 11th May

The Isabel Hospice Challenge Cup.
More details please contact Pam
Shepherd, Fundraising on 01707
376782

BBQ Advance
Notice

_‘.‘

run by members of the Cameo:
- group will this year be held on ;
Friday July 14th

The Parish barbecue

More details next month

Mymms House
Sheltered Housing Schemse

Thank you to everyone whg
contributed and supported
our Easter Fayre. We raiseqg
a total of £400 which we wil|
be sending to the Isabel
Hospice and the Macmillan
nurses.

Jeanette Thomas
Manager - Mymms House
01707 276046

T D Craig & Sons
Amenity Services and
Groundworks

Office: 01707 642632
Mobile: 07775 940041

Experience in all types of
landscape excavations and site
work

Fully qualified 360 evacuator
operator and many other
machines

Please phone for more
Information and a free quote

References available

Brewhouse Farm, Wildhill,
Hatfield, Herts. AL9 6DS
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From the Parish Church Registers

Weddings:

We congratulate:

Gavin Slater to Anna Williams 1 April 2006

Funerals:

Our sympathy to the relatives and friends of: -
Margaret Rumsey-Williams 3 April 2006

Steven Edward Waddingham 5 April 2006

Interment of ashes:
Ann Farmer 1 April 2006
Evelyn Sheil Carpenter 13 April 2006
Memorial Service

Patricia Storey 29 April 2006

On the occasion of the Queen’s 80th birthday

‘It is with gratitude for her long service, hertftaand her leadership that
add my congratulations to Her Majesty The Queetherevent of her 80
Birthday. | have had the very great honour of nmggthe Queen during my
time as Bishop of St Albans and have enormous césjmel affection for
her. | pray that God will continue to sustain hethe years to come.'

The Bishop of St Albans, the Rt Revd ChristoHeebert

Only the current registers, (Baptisms from March 1980; Weddnogs danuary 1999, Burials from
March 1984 and Services from July 1996) are stored at the churchexibyps church registers, and
parish magazines, are stored at the Hertfordshire Archives amadl &tdies, County Hall, Hertford,
SG13 8EJ. (01992) 555105, to ensure they are adequately preserved.
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Parish Directory

Vicar The Revd. Sally Davenport
The Vicarage, North Mymms Park

Hatfield, AL9 7TN

Diana Glanfield
Russell Perkins

Churchwardens

PCC Office Holders

Vice Chairperson Russell Perkins

Secretary Jean Hockings
Treasurer Sue Crawley

Asst. Treasurer Geoffrey Boothby
Electoral Roll Derek Blumsom
Stewardship Treasurer Graham Nicholas
Asst. Stewardship Treasurer David Thomas
Child Protection Officer Sam Elgar

Health and Safety Officer David Holford

PCC Committee Chairpersons

Christian Formation Vicar
Churchyard Martin Soley
Fabric David Holford
Finance Geoffrey Boothby
Social Gillian Peplow
Stewardship -
Worship Vicar

Other Office Holders/ Representatives

Baptism Service/ Cards Joan Barnes
Baptism Visitor Gillian Peplow
Bell Ringers Jack Southam
Bible Reading Fellowship Pamela Kirk
CAMEO Kay Dawson
Carers’ Support Group Chris Willis
Chalice Bearers Albert Bernard

Stephen Boulton
Mildred Compton
Kay Dawson
John Heskins
Byron Hopkins
Di Lee

Graham Nicholas
Henry Rickeard

01727 822062

01707 658448
01727 841881

01727 841881
01707 650642
01707 654615
01707 653618
01707 650292
01707 653048
01707 267755
01707 261810
01707 656640

01727 822062
01707 651160
01707 656640

01707 653618
01707 272265
01707 653048
01727 822062

01707 658783
01707 272265
01727 822809
01707 655349
01707 659829
01707 656232
01707 653832
01707 655999
01727 825433
01707 659829
01707 272966
01707 654150
01707 654435
01707 653048
01707 654890
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Parish Directory continued

Children’s Society
Children under Five
Children under Ten
Choir Leader
Churches Together in
North Mymms

Cleaning Co-ordinator
Coffee after Eucharist
Communion to the Sick
Assistants

Deanery Pastoral Committee
Deanery Synod

Flower Arrangement

Magazine Advertising

Magazine Distribution

Magazine Editor

Magazine Asst. Editor/Treasurer
Magazine Features Editor

North Mymms Y & C Centre
Organist

Parish Charities Clerk
Pramsters

Sacristan

St. Mary’s C of E Primary School
School Governors

(Appointed by PCC)

Servers

Transport
Wednesday Oasis
Welcomers
Women'’s Fellowship

Gillian Peplow
Carole Lawrence
Linda Wilson
Brenda Harris
Patricia Cook
Peter Dalling
Diana Glanfield
Di Lee
Mary Williams
Audrey Smith
Albert Bernard
John Heskins
Jean Holford
Di Lee
Peter Dalling
Peter Dalling
Albert Bernard
Valerie Tant
Jean Holford
Jean Hockings
Patricia Cook
Sara Boothby
Martin Ferdinando
Philip Deane
John Potter
Jenny Robinson
Mildred Compton
Office
Marian Brown
Graham Dainton-Smith
Chris Measures
John Potter
Craig Rees
Jason Ruben
Martin Ferdinando
Margaret Simpson
Rhoda Brutey
Jenny Dean
Muriel Norman

01707 272265
01707 655316
01707 269732
01707 655355
01707 655449
01707 655212
01707 658448
01707 654435
01707 657197
01707 261867
01707 653832
01707 272966
01707 656640
01707 654435
01707 655212
01707 655212
01707 653832
01727 822965
01707 656640
01707 650642
01707 655449
01707 653618
01707 260687
01727 831757
01707 269909
01727 822570
01727 825433
01707 690500
01707 657382
01707 271862
01707 653036
01707 269909
01707 656800
01707 643003
01707 260687
01707 654958
01707 654633
01707 655669
01707 642139

General: Enquiries concerning Baptisms, Marriages, Blessings of Civil Masiagd publication

of Banns of Marriage should be directed to the Vicar, who should also be contacledhéiteas
concerning Communion of the Sick and Confessions. Bodies of all parishioners may be Intought i
their Parish Church for a Funeral Service, prior to burial or cremation.
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/Parish diary continued from inside front cover

Thu 25th Ascension Day
2-3pm Visit of Chancellors School
8.00pm Holy Communion

Fri 26th  2-3pm Visit of Chancellors School

Sun 28th The Seventh Sunday of Easter
8.00am Holy Communion (CW¥)
9.30am Parish Eucharist
11.30am Holy Baptisms
6.30pm Evensong (BCP)

Mon 29th Bank Holiday
Wed 31st The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary tdelizabeth
Weekly
Wednesday 12noon-2pm  Oasis (tea, coffee, bigcuits
8.00 pm Bell ringers’ Practice
Thursday  10.00am Carers’ Support Group mesgt.iMichael's Room
Friday Vicar’s Day off
10.00 am Pramsters meet in St. Michael's Room
7.00 pm Choir practice
Monthly

First Monday 6.30 pm  Vicar’s Office Hour at Viegie
in month -7.30 pm

The Vicar can be contacted at any other time lgptedne: 01727 822062
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