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Sun 1st
11.00am
Mon 2nd
Fri 6th
Sun 8th
8.00am
9.30am
6.30pm
Mon9th 9.30 am
2.30-4.00pm
7.30-9.00pm
Sun 15th
8.00am
9.30am
6.30pm

Mon 16th 9.30am
8.00pm

Parish Diary for January

Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
New Years Day

Family Communion - followed by ‘Bring
and Share’ Lunch, walk and games.

Bank Holiday - church open daylight hours
Epiphany

The Baptism of Christ
Holy Communion (CW*)
Parish Eucharist (CW)
Evensong (BCP)

Team Communion at St Mary’s—all welcome
Bible Basics - St Michael’s Room
Bible Basics - St Michael’s Room

Second Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion (CW)
Parish Eucharist (CW)

BCP Holy Communion

Team Communion at St Luke's Hatfield
PCC Meeting, St Michael’s Room

Sat 21st  10am-4pm Team Awayday in St Michael’s Room

Sun 22nd
8.00am
9.30am
11.30am
4.30pm

6.30pm

CW - Common Worship

Third Sunday of Epiphany

Holy Communion (CW*)

Parish Eucharist

Holy Baptisms

Churches Together Service for Christian
Unity Week at St Thomas More
Evensong (BCP)

* - Traditional Language
BCP - Book of Common Prayer

/continued inside back cover



| nauguration of the Bishop® Hatfield Team

To mark and to celebrate the inauguration of the
Bishop® Hatfield Team there will be a special Team
Service at St. John's, Hatfield, on Sunday 29th
January, 2006 at 6.30 pm.

The choirs of al the churches in the Team will
combine and sing together on this occasion.

Everyone is warmly invited to join in the celebration
of this new phase in the life of our churches within
the communities of Hatfield, Lemsford and North
Mymms.




GINE!
0
IMA Imagine no possessions ..... | wonder if you can

No need for greed or hunger, a brotherhood of man

Imagine all the people, sharing al theworld......

Words from John Lennon’s famous song written more than three decades ago. Never
far from our consciousness, being one of the Beatles, Lennon’s work as a significant
person, musician and composer, was particularly remembered last month, marking 25
years since his assassi nation.

Imagine was my favourite song by Lennon and it certainly sparked the thoughts of
many then and since - around the world! A song about the desire for a world of no
barriers, no war, no disputes or competition that diminishes, instead of enhances life —
all these things expressed through gentle melody - catch at the heart of the hearer and
find great resonance there. After all, doesn’'t everyone long for the peace and harmony
of which it speaks - for ourselves, our loved ones, and the whole of humankind?

Lennon acknowledged that people may have thought him a dreamer, but such dreams
are good to have and to keep hold of, however distant the ideology seems to be as we
look around, or listen to the news. We need modern-day ‘prophets’ to continue to
sound the note of hope and optimism, raising our spirits and encouraging us to believe
that ‘together we can make a difference’ (part of the slogan for the Make Poverty
History Campaign).

It is an extraordinary feature of our human experience that we discover the good in us
at times of adversity — listen to the wartime stories of our more mature generations, or
the experiences of those caught up in the London bombings, or read about the signs of
hope among the communities in the aftermath of the Tsunami — much of which is
thanks to the huge response from people literally all around the world. When some of
our wild imaginings or dreams become reality, it gives us cause for tremendous joy
and strength to keep going.

In his sermon at his enthronement in November, the Archbishop of York, Dr John
Sentamu, made reference to something Archbishop Michael Ramsay had said back in
1960; that he longed for the day in England when the church would learn the faith
afresh from Christians of Africa and Asia and when a black Archbishop of York would
hold mission here. Dr Sentamu, a black Christian born in Uganda then said: ‘Well,

The new year has begun, a new cycle of activity and seasons with great hope for a
fresh start — especially if the last year has been personally difficult or marred because
of a particular event. All Christmas paraphernalia may have been packed up for
another 11 months, but the church year continues with the season of Epiphany - the
time when we recall that the infant Jesus begins to be introduced, or reveded, to a
wider circle of people. | refer of course to those wonderfully mysterious visitors from



the Orient, the wise and learned men who bring unusual gifts. It continues to be a
journey of discovery for every subsequent generation to encounter the Christ-child and
find that they too are welcome.

There's always more to learn from each other — the unusual gifts we can offer - and
that iswhat we are aiming to do more of at St Mary’sin 2006. We shall begin with one
service on New Year's Day (at 11 am!) followed by sharing lunch, games and a walk
together.

Beginning on 9th January for 6 sessions there'll be an opportunity to explore the
Christian faith, particularly how we relate it to our daily lives. On 22nd January, the
three churches of Brookmans Park and Welham Green will get together for a service to
mark the week when we pray particularly for Christian unity around the world.

A week later, on 29th January, there’s more to celebrate - — the formal inauguration of
Anglican churchesin the Bishop’s Hatfield team and we look forward to closer links
with each other in 2006.

To all these events and services, everyone is very welcome and details can be found in

this magazine edition. Learning from one another, working alongside new people and
forging friendships outside of our usual circles, are a good start to breaking down
barriers between us. Perhaps a good resolution for 2006 might be to make friends with
someone whom we would not ordinarily socidise - someone of another faith,
background or even generation!!

“You may say |I'm a dreamer, but I’'m not the only one. | hope someday you'll join us,
and the world will be as one!’

With love and prayers
Sally

AVARAVARAAAAAAAAAAAVAA NN

4 On Sunday 27th November it was announced in St Mary® €
& Church that the Vicar, the Rev@ Sally Davenport, and the Rt

4 Rev@ Christopher Foster, Bishop of Hertford, are to marry v
4 on 22nd April 2006 in St Michael® Church, Bishop® Stortford. v
& v
4 This news was greeted with spontaneous applause and great joy! v
& v

4, The whole congregation joins in sending their warmest congratulations §
4, and best wishesto Sally and Christopher. $
v
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Mediaeval Mystery on Advent Sunday

There was a whiff of incense in the
air as members of our Church family
from St. Mary's joined a
congregation of many hundred at the
Cathedral and Abbey Church of St
Alban on the evening of the 27th
November for the Advent
Procession.

This was a service built around three
Gospel readings concerning St John
the Baptist, appropriately enough
read from the Font, the place of
Baptism in our tradition. These
readings were interspersed with
various other readings, prayers and
musical items. As our different
senses were confronted with smell,
darkness, candle-light and the sound
of plainsong* chant, some of us felt
transported back to a mediaeva
world which, athough dark and
romantic, challenged our current
Ideas of physical comfort!

The seats became a little hard, our
eyes strained, and it was indeed a
relief when our individual candles
were lit (after several readings and
musical items) and we were allowed
to stand and sing the hymn ‘Hark, a
thrilling voice is calling’. Up to that
point we had been merely spectators
in adramal

Musically speaking the service was
based around seven of the Great
Advent Antiphons,
(plainsong settings of words
anticipating the coming of Christ,
traditionally sung on the days leading

up to Christmas, starting on the 16th
December). These are sometimes
known as the ‘O’ antiphons as they
all start with the prefix ‘O’ the words
forming the basis of the well known
Advent hymn ‘O come, O come
Emmanuel’. An eighth Antiphon ‘O
Virgo Virginum' (‘O Virgin of
Virgins') normally sung on the 23rd
December was not sung on this
occasion.

These and other plainsong items
were expertly sung by the gentlemen
of the choir, and the maestic
‘Christus vincit, Christus regnat’
Royal Acclamations were sung in
procession in the darkened Abbey by
the choir after the initial Gospel
reading. This was music of the pre-

KAREN’'S
CATERING

BUFFETSFORALL
OCCASIONS

* BUSINESSLUNCHES*
* WEDDINGS*
* CHRISTENINGS*
* PARTIES™
* FUNERALS*

PLEASE CONTACT KAREN
ARNOLD

TEL: 01707 270700
MOB: 0781 406 0735




Conquest era of France, and was a
powerful, triumphal tone-setter for
what was to follow. Music by
Palestrina, Byrd and Thomas Tallis
(the haunting * O nata lux’) represented
the Renaissance era, and pieces by

Michael Wise (1648-87), Richard
Lloyd and Jean Langlais music of
more recent times.

The organist impressed very much
with his improvisation on the ‘Four
Last Things (Death, Judgement, Hell
and Heaven) performed at a central
point in the ceremony. Janet and |
between us detected elements of
Chopin's Funeral march, the ‘Dies
Irae’ sequence of the Mass for the
Dead, Cesar Franck’s 2nd Chorale for
organ, and Messiaen-like ethered
harmonies (representing Heaven).
Hellish staccato chords had preceded
this final part of the improvisation,
the whole of which was conceived
with a marked sense of shape and
structure.

During the Agnus Del (Lamb of God)
by Jean Langlais the congregation was
asperged (sprinkled) with holy
(blessed) water from the font as a
reminder of our baptisms. This

ceremony ‘Asperges takes its name
from the Latin words of verses from
Psalm 51 ‘Asperges me' (‘ Thou shalt
purge me with hyssop, and | shal be
clean’). This formed a regular part of
the preparation for Mass on a Sunday
in many Roman Catholic and (some)
Anglican Churches until the liturgical
reforms of the late1960s.

The Service concluded with the
singing of Charles Wesley’'s fine
Advent hymn ‘Lo! He comes with
clouds descending’. This had been our
fina hymn at St. Mary’s a our Parish
Eucharist earlier in the day, a fact
which reminded me movingly of the
oneness of our Church.

During the final organ voluntary
(Fantasy on ‘Veni Emmanuel’) by the
20th century composer Kenneth
Leighton, those of us from St. Mary’s
met up at the West end of the building,
and were led by Sally the few hundred
yards to Hertford House. Here Bishop
Christopher (Foster) kindly welcomed
us, and we were able to celebrate with
him and Sally the happy news given to
us earlier that day!

* Plainsong is the ancient chant of the

Church and hasits originsin the music
of Jewish temple and synagogue
worship of the pre-Christian era. To
hear plainsong in a monastic setting
Quarr Abbey on the Isle of Wight,
Pluscarden Abbey near Elgin,
Scotland, and the Community of the
Resurrection, Mirfield, Yorkshire are
well worth avisit.

Philip Deane



Mediaeval Glassin & Mary’s

In the Middle Ages churches were
very different from today. Usually
plastered and painted white outside,
inside they were a riot of colour!
Most people were unable to read , and
the walls were covered with murals
depicting biblical subjects, with
stained glass in some windows. This
glass was very expensive, so small
churches did not have much, unless
they had arich patron.

During the Reformation, and even
more in the time of Cromwell and the
Puritans, much of the mediaeval glass
in England was either destroyed, or
removed from the churches. Some
was hidden, and returned after the
Restoration of Charles|l.

There is very little mediaeval glass in
St Mary’s, and what there is it rather
difficult to see and understand. It is all
in St Catherine's Chapel, near the
Coningsby tomb, itself difficult to see
because of the old organ, amongst
other furniture! Please take great care
iIf you attempt to ook for yourself.

Most of the glassis early 17th century,
and is armorial, featuring the arms of a

6

local family, that of the Coningsbys.
They depict many coneys, better
known to us as rabbits! It was Sir
Ralph Coningsby who built North
Mymms House around 1590, and
coney may be a pun on the name. The
various arms shown are those of the
Coningsby family joined, or oddly
known as impaed, to those of the
families to whom the different
members were married.

The recurrent theme, however, is of
groups of three, three rabbits, three
lions, three goats, three fish. The three
fish, shown in the illustration, are in
the arms of a family called Troutbeck.
Another loca name, Frowicke is
represented, asis Knolles.

[The number three was, of course,
significant in Christian iconography,
because of the Trinity. The fish was
also important, as a symbol of Christ,
thefirst three letters of the Greek word
for fish, ichthus, being used for
Christ's name as a secret sign. This
may not be relevant to our windows!]

The window on the left has a very
confusing re-assembled arrangement
of even earlier glass. It dates from the
15th century, and is of typical
colouring of that time, the yellow
being known as ‘slver stain’. The
panel on the right contains many
fragments, and possibly a figure of
John the Baptist.

All this glass was re-assembled by
Christopher Webb in 1935.

Patricia Cook
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,_ I An Ancient Prayer |
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) i iveme agood digestion, Lord  ~

3 ~ And also something to digest l

. Give me ahealthy body, Lord |

. With senseto keep it at its best. ]

. Givemeahealthy mind, O Lord ]

Sunday 5th February 2006 . Tokeepthegood and pureinsight,
9.30 am . Which seeing wrong is not appalled .

Il . . . |

. Butfindsaway to set it right. :

In aid of The Children® Society .
a o

All arewelcomel! | Give me amind that is not ]

. bored I

Through this Christingle Service you will be H That does not whi mper, whine or H
helping some of the country® most | sigh J
vulnerable children. Funds raised for the D '©| o h l
Children’s Society help them to expand their H on meworry _Overmuc . H
work with families, schools and others to = About that fussy thing called ‘I’. “
resolve the issues that cause children to run = Give me a sense of humour, Lord, ;‘
away, risking alifeon the streets. H Give me the gracc—? to see ajoke, ;‘
i To get some happiness from life T

© And passit on to other folk. il

]

| J
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We found this prayer when visiting
the mediaeval house, Cotehele, a
National Trust property in Cornwall.

In view of the possibility that some
of us may have eaten just a little too
much over the festive season, | felt
this could be the month to include it!

Despite its folksy format, for me the
underlying theme still has a
relevance today.

$$$% () *+ YU

Jean Hockings
#0 1 1 #2




Disability Discrimination Act (DDA)

Gillian Peplow and | have been asked
by the PCC to look into the effect of
the act on our church, and whether or
not we need to make further
adjustments in relation to any physica
features of the church building, which
makes it impossible or unreasonably
difficult for people with disabilities to
access the building and the services
offered there.

The following is a broad overview
about our obligations as a service
provider in respect of part 3 of the
Disability Discrimination act (DDA)
1995.

Since December 1996 it has been
unlawful for service providers to treat
disabled people less favourably for a
reason related to their disability.

Since October 1999, service providers

have had to make reasonable
adjustments for disabled people, such
as providing extra help or making
changes to the way they provide
Services.

From October 2004, service providers
will also have had to make reasonable
adjustments to the physical features of
their premises to overcome physical
barriers to access.

Over the past few years some changes
have been made. We have a state of
the art ramp, large print hymn books
and a hearing loop has also been

installed. There is aso a disabled
toilet next to St Michad’s room
extension.

Gillian and |, with your help, will
now make an access audit to see
whether we need to do any more.

If you have experience of any
barriers to your worship please let
us know, either with a letter to the
magazine or personal contact.

Albert Bernard

TR

SARGEANT & LINES
LTD

Welham Green Service
Station

Dellsome Lane,
North Mymms

Servicing and repairs
to all makes of vehicles

Tyres supplied and
fitted
MOT while you wait

Tel: 01707 267100 or
265101




The Parish magazine

With a New Year just around the
corner | thought this could be a good
time to give you an update. Some
500+ copies of the North Mymms
Parish Magazine  are distributed
throughout Brookmans Park and
Welham Green - and beyond.

Those of you who follow our local
website will know that the current
magazine can now be accessed via
http://www.brookmans.com.

We are aways open to new ideas, and
welcome suggestions as to what you
would like to read about. Any
contributions you may like to make
are always welcome.

Please don't forget Sally’s request for
‘A Favourite Prayer’. Or perhaps you
would like to write about an
interesting Church you have visited, or
aspecia eventinyour life.

Think about asking your friends if
they would like to subscribe to the
magazine - or it may be that thereis a
new neighbour in your road who
might like to receive a copy.

From 2006 there will be 11 editions of
the parish magazine, with a combined
issue in July/August. The copy
price remains at 40p to reflect this
change.

Jean Hockings - Editor

MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAL

Churches
Together In
- North Mymms

Christian Unity Week

-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-
Churches Together Service
S ThomasMore
Sunday 22nd January 2006
4.30pm

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAL

Kingfisher
Plumbing
$ (Established over 25 years)

For your

PLUMBING & CENTRAL
HEATING

contact

Brian Wood
01707 645022

Friendly Service
No job too small

Regret no GAS work undertaken

PV VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVYV
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Sleep-Out

Before | did it | was quite nervous -
|@ sat watching the weather forecast
days before it happened, trying to
figure out just how cold | was going to
get. When | was collecting sponsors
at school aboy in my year had told me
| would freeze, and said
encouragingly, @st try not to die®© He
then went on to say that he® sponsor
me if | managed it, and so | was
determined to.

When | got there, | was carrying an
extremely heavy bag (packed to the
brim with groundsheets, flasks of hot
chocolate and sweets) and was boiling
hot under my ski-wear. The Abbey
was starting to be surrounded, and as |
walked round to the back - where |
was meeting my youth group - | saw
people preparing to battle it out
against the rain (now falling),
sheltering by the walls.

| hid in a porch with my youth group,
it had no door, but was some kind of
refuge. As we huddled together and
watched the rain blow past in sheets,
we talked and laughed and read
magazines.

The rain later ceased and we went for
walks round the park, also having a
competition to see who could rall the
fastest down a hill in our Sleeping

bags!

All in al it was great and we all
managed to raise a lot of money for
charity - thanks to everyone who
sponsored me!

Anna- Marie Linnell
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Sleep out 2005 breaks new records

Over 500 people dlept out to raise
money for the homeless on 2nd
December at St Albans Cathedral.

This year the Sleepout supported
Emmaus, St Albans, The Kings Arms
Project, Bedford and Watford New
Hope Trust.

The numbers were up significantly on
last year which itself broke all records.
The rain fell most of the day but
stopped at about 10.30pm so the
intrepid participants could bed down
without the prospect of waking up in a
bog!
e-round

Sop press!

AnnaMarie tells me that having
initially received sponsorship
money amounting to £165, she has
now received further donations
which will mean the total which she
will give to charities for the
homeless will be even more than
this. Well doneAnna-Mariel

Editor



Women@ Fellowship

We met on a raw November day but
in & Michag’s Room, al was
warmth and sunshine as our guest
speaker, Mr John Smith, delighted us
with his subject * A Cottage Garden’.

A great admirer of the much missed
Geoff Hamilton, he enchanted us
with a skilful amalgam of words,
pictures and music, a succession of
beautiful scenes from his own and
other gardens embellished by the
strains of Elgar, Mozart and Paganini
and by well-chosen verse. Those
well-remembered linesby T E Brown
sum it all up ‘A garden is alovesome
thing, God wot!’ ----

Next month will bring the return of
the narrowboat master, Mr Runnalls
Davis who will pilot us from
‘Stourport to the Sea’.

All are welcome aboard at 2.15 p.m.
on Tuesday January 24th.

Muriel Norman

Choir Notes....

We start the new year with glad

tidings of adifferent kind. Elizabeth
Fillingham passed her Deans Award
a the end of 2005 - another good
result for determination and hard
work. Well done, Elizabeth!

Craig Rees makes a welcome return
to the bass section of the choir - it's
good to have him back. We have
aso noticed Suzanne Fillingham
worshipping regularly and very
much hope it won't be too long
before she has al her energy back
and can join us in the choir once

again.

| am indebted to Kathryn, for her
leadership, and other choir members
who have helped with practices from
time to time during my absence. It
Is good to know we are a supportive
team.

Brenda Harris

R0 I

%
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Dr Sentamu turns hisenthronement into a party

The Duke of Gloucester couldn® get
airborne, and neither could the doves,
apparently, on aday so cold you could
see your breath inside York Minster.

But the new Archbishop took it in his

stride. He burst through the grey mist
in a rainbow of colour, arriving by
pleasure-cruiser up the Ouse from
Bishopthorpe, hailing people as he
approached the landing stage, and then
drumming his way up through the
streets to the Minster in a crowd of
men, women, babies, and dogs.

He came in to a fanfare from the
scarlet-coated King®@ Division
Waterloo Band, who side-stepped up
on to the altar dais like a grave chorus
line, the brass spikes on their helmets
not moving a fraction until the great
west door opened and Dr Sentamu
entered. His vestments, a fusion of
colliding shapes and colours, were
based on the painting Tree of Life by
Kathy Priddis, which has hung for the
past three yearsin his private chapel at
Birmingham.

Dr Sentamu took his oath on a
thousand-year-old manuscript book of
the Four Gospels. Before the anointing
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, he
remained kneeling, hands
outstretched. Dr Williams took and
anointed each hand separately, in a
moment of profound emotion. When
Dr Williams raised him up, therewas a
hug and at last a smile, which brought
a huge round of sustained applause.

12

During the laying on of hands by
church leaders, he seemed swallowed
up, like a drowning man, the hands
pressing hard on him as though to
push him under water. Escorted to his
tall cathedra by the Dean, the Very
Revd Keith Jones, he was thrust
firmly down into that, too, so that he
almost disappeared.

When the serious business was over,
and he had been presented to the
people, to more huge applause, it was
as though the ceremony had been
hijacked by revellers. What was
labelled ‘Dance of Regoicing’ in the
order of service was an
understatement, as a tribe of black-,
red-, and white-feathered dancers
screamed and ululated their way to
the front of the altar. It was a
stooping, gyrating, stamping,
shoulder-shaking dance, and the
glorious thing about it was that it
wasn®the sort of dance you@ do for
the tourists.

The dancers actualy came from
Stratford, in east London, and it was
as casual as though a whole village
had just grabbed a bit of costume and
turned out in whatever they could
find. The men were bare-chested.
One boy wore an Arsena T-shirt.
There were stilettoes, trainers, sports
socks, ankle bracelets, tassels - al in
one great eruption of movement, and
the Minster loved it.

When it came to the Peace - which
the Archbishop signed for the deaf, as
he did all his key pronouncements -



that, too, was made joyful by the Luo
Dancers and Singers, Mothers€Union
members from Stratford. Dressed in
white silk with blue sashes, and
carrying stiff bouquets of flowers,
they resembled a wedding party as
they sang ‘We are marching in the
light of God'. As they sang,
Archbishop Sentamu whipped off his
mitre and joined the line of drummers,
while the Minster unbent and
expanded with the informality of it all.

The Gospel reading by Matthew
Wood - ‘Lord, save us! We are
perishing!’ - brought a smile, because
by now we were, the damp creeping
into our bones and numbing our
fingers. But the Archbishop®
inaugural sermon banished all
thoughts of cold. ‘Here | am!’ this
self-proclaimed Watchman of the
North declared, having quoted
Archbishop Michael Ramsey® famous
prophecy: ‘1 should love to think of a
black Archbishop of York holding a
mission here and telling a future
generation of the scandal and the
glory of the Church.’

And the scandal proved to be the
cumbersomeness of the Church and
Western neglect of what it meant to be
a disciple of Christ. He quoted David
Watson: ‘ The vast majority of Western
Christians are church-members, pew-
fillers, hymn-singers, sermon-tasters,
Bible-readers, even born-again
believers or Spirit-filled Charismatics
- but aren® true disciples of Jesus
Christ.’

The washing and the careful,
capable, drying of the feet of three
children followed. Then, as a brass
descant swelled the sound of the
hymn ‘Christ is the King! O friends
rgjoice’, the service soared towards
its close, and to the release over the
city of York of bright red, yellow, and
white balloons, solemnly carried in
procession down the aisle.

And then it was the giant picnic - a
Mexican sweet-potato-and-three-
bean wrap, packet of crisps, a
flapjack and banana. . . afitting feast,
and the Baganda Peace Dancers to
crown it all.

© Pat Ashworth in York Minster
Church Times: December 9th 2005
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Parish Profile - Stuart Phillips

The first profile of 2006 is the head
teacher of Chancellor’s school, Stuart
Phillips. Stuart originates from
Pembroke in Wales. He came to London
in 1974 to study History at the London
University school of Slavonic and East
European Studies and followed this
with teacher training at the London
University Institute of Education.
Stuart's wife is a teacher as are a
number of his cousins.

Stuart then taught at various schools in
the East London area and gradualy
gained promotions in them. He came to
Chancellor’s in September 2004 and is
thoroughly enjoying the chalenge of
the job. He says he has been made to
feel very welcome and describes his
first year as being ‘fantastic’. One of
the highlight of the year was being
invited to represent the school when
Brookmans Park was awarded ‘Village
of the Year’ in the east region for ICT.
Thiswas in part for the Brookmans part
website and partly as the school has
gpecialist ICT status. Stuart was also
honoured to attend the annual Civic

service for North Mymms parish
council.
Stuart has found the school

environment to be much more spacious
and greener than previous schools and
the pupils, athough very culturaly
diverse, much less ethnically diverse.
The sixth form, in particular, has also
made a very positive impact on him.
The head boy and girl were involved in
his interview and he found their
questions to be extremely thoughtful
and relevant.
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Stuart’s hopes for the school are to
build on its present success and to
further its academic success. He feels
that the ‘trick’ of the school is that it
can be excelent at things as well as
being inclusive. An example of this is
the numbers of pupils involved in the
very high quality drama productions.
Another aim is the continued
participation in al areas of music,
drama and sport. Stuart would also like
to see the school extending to a second
gpecidity in performing arts in the
future.

Stuart would like the school to extend
its links with the local community. At
present adult classes are held at the
school in ICT and he would like to
build on this. Stuart is aware of some
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local antagonism regarding the school’s
admission policy and would like to help
to lessen these feelings. Chancellor’s
welcomes links with St Mary’s and each
year pupilsin year 7 visit the church to
conduct local studies which
encompasses RE, History and
Geography.

Stuart is a family man who lives with
his wife and two teenage sons in
Wanstead. He is sporty (as are his boys)
and he enjoys refereeing rugby. He
describes himself as a ‘better ref than a
player’! Stuart aso enjoys coaching
cricket at the club where his boys play
and he has recently been lured into
playing again. The family also enjoy
camping holidays in France.

Sara Boothby
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WELHAM ESTATES

Your local professional Estate
Agents - serving your areafor over
21 years

Residential & Commercia Sales
L ettings & Management Service
RICS Surveys

2 Fourways Market, Dellsome
Lane, Welham Green, Herts.
AL9 7DU

Tel: 01707 260404
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Bible Basics - reminder

Just a reminder of the Course on
Bible Basicsto which all are welcome.

The afternoon course is in &
Michagl’'s Room at St Mary’s from
2.30 until 4.00pm starting on 9th
January. The evening course begins
on the same day at 7.30 pm.

We do hope you will join us as we
explore our faith together - be sure to
bring a Bible with you.

Sally Davenport and Mary Robins

Thank you
After six years of co-ordinating the
flower arrangements at St. Mary’s,
Sarah Smith is now taking a well
earned rest. A big thank you is
extended to Sarah for al her hard
work over this period.

Diana Glanfield, with the assistance of
Jean Willoughby, has taken over this
role, and any enquiries regarding
flowers in the church should be made
to either Diana or Jean.
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Answersto Christmas Quiz 2005

1. George Frederick Handel 14. “The Adoration of the Magi’ by Peter

Paul Rubens
2. They went skating

15. ‘Let it snow, let it snow, let it show’

3. Silent Night
16. Charlemagne as Holy Roman
4. The Nutcracker Emperor
5. Ebenezer Scrooge 17. Poinsettia
6. Kenny Everett 18. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
7. Shirley Temple 19. The Wombl es of Wimbledon
8. St. John 20. (c) isthe most sensible answer, asiit

Isaturkey
9. GK Chesterton

Although (b) or (e) are possibilities
10. Frosty the Snowman
11. Isleof Man
12. *Grandma got run over by areindeer’

13. Charlie Chaplin

The Brookmans Park Hot el 01707 653577
This privately run Hot el
offers you a warm wel cone.
We cater for all occasions: Wddi ngs,
Bi rt hday Parties, Anniversaries and
Funeral Teas.

6 Confortabl e Bedroons

The Gobi ons 45-seater Restaurant
Garden & Patio Area

Large Screen TV in Bar area
Conference & Banqueting Facilities
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Crossword Corner

AcCross

5 An upward movement (5)

6 Glorify (6)

8 After the expected time (4)

9 Deciduous tree yielding edible nuts (8)
10 Periods of the year (7)

12 Lofty (4)

14 Entomb (4)

15 Bringing up (7)

18 A natural source of water (8)

19 A Tibetan or Mongolian priest (4)
20 Have faith or confidence in (6)
21 Rock (5)

Down
1 Expression (6)
2 Confront (4)
3 Protestant laymen who assist the minister
(7)
4 Replacement for Judas (8)
6 A composition in verse (4)
7 In asouthern direction (5)
11 A person that is unknown (8)
13 Sincere (7)
14 Lacking funds (5)
16 Count (6)
17 A group of people (4)
19 Courageous animal (4)
Parish Pump

Epiphany - Twelth Night

On 6th January we celebrate
Epiphany - the visit of the wise
men to the baby Jesus.

But who were these wise men?
No one knows for sure.

Matthew cals them @®agi© and
that was the name of an ancient
caste of a priestly kind from Persia.
It wasn®until the third century that
they were they caled kings - by a
church father, Tertullian.

Another church father, Origin,
assumed there were three - to
correspond with the gifts given.

Later Christian interpretation came

to understand gold as a symbol of
wisdom and wedlth, incense as a
symbol of worship and sacrifice,
and myrrh as a symbol of healing -
and even embaming. Certainly
Jesus challenged and set aright the
way in which the world handled all
three of these things.

Since the eighth century, the magi
have had the names Balthasar,
Caspar and Melchior.

Parish pump
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From the Parish Church Registers

Funerals:

Our sympathy to the relatives and friends of:

lan Christian Baldwin 9th December 2005

| nter ment of Ashes:

lan Christian Baldwin 10th December 2005

Only the current registers, (Baptisms from March 1980; Weddings from January 1999, Burials from
March 1984 and Services from July 1996) are stored at the church. All previous church registers, and
parish magazines, are stored at the Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies, County Hall, Hertford,
SG13 8EJ. (01992) 555105, to ensure they are adequately preserved.

‘For the Church in England must once again be a beacon by which the people of
England can orient themselves in an unknown ocean by offering them the Good
News of God in Christ in practical and relevant way to their daily lives.

from Sermon preached by the Archbishop of York at his Enthronement
30 November 2005
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Parish Directory

Vicar The Revd. Sally Davenport 01727 822062
The Vicarage, North Mymms
Park, Hatfield, AL9 7TN
Churchwardens Diana Glanfield 01707 658448
Russell Perkins 01727 841881
Vice Chairperson Russell Perkins 01727 841881
Secretary Jean Hockings 01707 650642
Treasurer Sue Crawley 01707 654615
Ast. Treasurer Geoffrey Boothby 01707 653618
Electora Roll Derek Blumsom 01707 650292
Stewardship Treasurer Graham Nicholas 01707 653048
Ast. Stewardship Treasurer David Thomas 01707 267755
Child Protection Officer ~ Sam Elgar 01707 261810
Health and Safety Officer David Holford 01707 656640
Christian Formation Vicar 01727 822062
Churchyard Martin Soley 01707 651160
Fabric David Holford 01707 656640
Finance Geoffrey Boothby 01707 653618
Social Gillian Peplow 01707 272265
Stewardship - 01707 653048
Worship Vicar 01727 822062
Baptism Service/Cards Joan Barnes 01707 658783
Baptism Visitor Gillian Peplow 01707 272265
Bell Ringers Jack Southam 01727 822809
Bible Reading Fellowship PamelaKirk 01707 655349
CAMEO Kay Dawson 01707 659829
Carers’ Support Group ChrisWillis 01707 656232
Chalice Bearers Albert Bernard 01707 653832
Stephen Boulton 01707 655999
Mildred Compton 01727 825433
Kay Dawson 01707 659829
John Heskins 01707 272966
Byron Hopkins 01707 654150
Di Lee 01707 654435
Graham Nicholas 01707 653048
Henry Rickeard 01707 654890
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Children’s Society Gillian Peplow 01707 272265
Children under Five Carole Lawrence 01707 655316
Children under Ten LindaWilson 01707 269732
Choir Leader Brenda Harris 01707 655355
Churches Together in Patricia Cook 01707 655449
North Mymms Peter Dalling 01707 655212
Diana Glanfield 01707 658448
Di Lee 01707 654435
Cleaning Co-Ordinator Mary Williams 01707 657197
Coffee after Eucharist Audrey Smith 01707 261867
CommuniontotheSick Assistants  Albert Bernard 01707 653832
John Heskins 01707 272966
Jean Holford 01707 656640
Di Lee 01707 654435
Deanery Pastoral Committee Peter Dalling 01707 655212
Deanery Synod Peter Dalling 01707 655212
Albert Bernard 01707 653832
Flower Arrangement Co-ordinator ~ Sarah Smith -
Magazine Advertising Vaerie Tant 01727 822965
Magazine Distribution Jean Holford 01707 656640
Magazine Editor Jean Hockings 01707 650642
Magazine Asst. Editor / Treasurer  Patricia Cook 01707 655449
Magazine Features Editor Sara Boothby 01707 653618
North Mymms Y &C Centre Martin Ferdinando 01707 260687
Organist Philip Deane 01727 831757
Parish Charities Clerk John Potter 01707 269909
Pramsters Jenny Robinson 01727 822570
Sacristan Mildred Compton 01727 825433
St. Mary’s C of E Primary School ~ Office 01707 690500
School Governors Marian Brown 01707 657382
(Appointed by the PCC) Graham Dainton-Smith 01707 271862
Chris Measures 01707 653036
John Potter 01707 269909
Craig Rees 01707 656800
Jason Ruben 01707 643003
Servers Martin Ferdinando 01707 260687
Transport Margaret Simpson 01707 654958
Wednesday Oasis Rhoda Brutey 01707 654633
Welcomers Jenny Dean 01707 655669
Women’s Fellowship Muriel Norman 01707 642139

General: Enquiries concerning Baptisms, Marriages, Blessings of Civil Marriages and publication of
Banns of Marriage should be directed to the Vicar, who aso should be contacted for al matters
concerning Communion of the Sick and Confessions. Bodies of all parishioners may be brought into
their Parish Church for a Funeral Service, prior to burial or cremation.
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/Parish Diary continued from inside front cover

Mon 23rd 9.30am  Team Communion at St John’s Hatfield
2.30-4.00pm  Bible Basics— St Michael’s Room
7.30-9.00pm  Bible Basics— St Michael’s Room

Tues24th 2.15pm  Women's Fellowship meet in St. Michagl’s Room
Wed 25th The Conversion of Paul
Sun 29th Fourth Sunday of Epiphany

8.00am Holy Communion (CW)

9.30am Parish Eucharist (CW)

6.30 pm  Inauguration Service for Bishop’'s Hatfield
team, at St John’s Hatfield. Everyoneinvited!

Mon 31st 9.30am  Team Communion at St Etheldreda’s, Hatfield

Weekly
Wednesday 8.00pm  Bedllringers Practice

Thursday 10.00am Carers Support Group meet in St Michadl’s
Room

Friday Vicars Day off

10.00am Pramsters meet in St Michagl’s Room
7.00pm  Choir practice

Monthly

First Monday 6.30 pm Vicar's Office Hour at Vicarage
in month -7.30 pm The Vicar can be contacted at any other
time by telephone: 01727 822062

Magazine Deadline - copy date
Copy for the February 2006 issue by Monday 16th January pleaseto either:

Jean Hockings, 64 Mymms Drive, Brookmans Park, Hatfield, AL9 7AD

(01707 650642) jean.hockings@btinter net.com
or
Patricia Cook, 100 Brookmans Ave., Brookmans Park, Hatfield, AL9 7QQ
(01707 655449) epcook @tiscali.co.uk

The magazine can now be viewed on-line at http://www.brookmans.com




CHAS. A. NETHERCOTT & SON LTD.

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF DISTINCTION
ESTABLISHED 1911

150 DARKES LANE, POTTERS BAR, EN6 1AF TELEPHONE: 01707 652288
FUNERALS CONDUCTED WITH REVERENCE & DIGNITY
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
DEDICATED CHAPELS OF REST
HOME VISITS OR COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE
MEMORIALS & GRAVE TENDING SERVICE

GOLDEN CHARTER & HELP THE AGED PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

GOLDEN
CHARTER
Pre-paid funeral plans

www.nethercott-funerals.co.uk
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