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Parish Diary for December 2007

Satl

Sun 2

Mon 3

Sat 8

Sun 9

Mon 10

Tues 11

Sun 16

Mon 17

Wed 26
Thurs 27
Fri 28

Sun 30

10.00am - St Leonard!s Church, Sandridge
4.30pm Quiet Day in St Michael!'s Room
Advent Sunday
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Eucharist with Junior Church
6.30pm Advent Carol Service, Cathedral & Abbey of St Alba n

No Evensong at St Mary!s

9.30am Team Communion at St Mary!s

6.30-7.30pm Office hour at the Vicarage
(baptism, wedding bookings etc)

12noon-2pm St Mary!s Church School Christmas Fair

The Second Sunday Of Advent

8.00am Holy Communion (CW*)

9.30am Parish Eucharist with Junior Church

4.00pm Churches Together North Mymms: Christmas Carol Service,
Welham Green Memoarial Hall

6.30pm Compline (spoken night prayers)

9.30am Team Communion at St Etheldredals

9.45am Brookmans Park Primary School Reception class to visit church

2.15pm Women!s Fellowship meeting in St Michael's Room

The Third Sunday Of Advent

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Parish Eucharist with Junior Church

6.30pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

9.30am Team Communion at St Michael!s Birchwood

FOR DETAILS OF CHRISTMAS SERVICES SEE PAGE 1
Feast of St Stephen
Feast of St John the Apostle and Evangelis

Feast of The Holy Innocents

The First Sunday of Christmas

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Eucharist CW - Comln?on Worship
6.30pm BCP Evensong - Traditional Language

BCP - Book of Common Prayer



[ CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ST MARY!S CHURCH ]

Blessed art thou,
O Christmas Christ,
that thy cradle was so low
that shepherds,
poorest and simplest of earthly folk,
could yet kneel beside it,
and look level-eyed into the face of God

Sunday 16th December
6.30pm FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
Sunday 23rd December

Fourth Sunday of Advent
8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Family Service with Communion
Christmas Eve
4.00pm CRIB SERVICE

(Children who want to dress up and take part
to arrive at 3.30pm. Costumes are provided!)

11.30pm MIDNIGHT MASS
Christmas Day
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am FAMILY SERVICEWITH COMMUNION

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN NORTH MYMMS
CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE
Sunday 9 December

4pm, The Memorial Hall, Welham Green

Borehamwood Brass Band & the children from Brookman s Park and
St Mary!s Primary Schools.

Refreshments. All are welcome.




[ Competence and Confidence ]

These are two words associated with the government this week. Their
competence to deal with important matters of security and the welfare of the
nation was called into question, with a resulting loss of confidence in our leaders.

As preparations for Christmas begin in earnest once again, it caused me to think
of those two words in connection with the coming season. Firstly, competence:
if we were to devise a plan on a grand scale to save the world, it would most
certainly not have at its heart, a newborn child"pa rticularly not a child born into
such a precarious family situation. No# We would surely want to engage the
best, the fittest, the most gifted and the best educated and trained for such a
momentous commission. As we sing our carols and listen again to the unfolding
story of salvation history this Christmas and pray for peace in the world, all too
aware of the myriad of insurmountable problems and grave situations facing us,
we must surely wonder at the competence of God who chose to come to us in
the most ordinary and humble of circumstances. Perhaps this kind of
intervention causes us to question the competence of God"does God really
have the will, the wit or the power to help us?

As | ponder that question, my thoughts move on to the second word"
confidence"whose, and in what or whom? Life!s expe riences and observations
may indeed cause us to lose confidence in the belief that God claims to be with
us always, and that His presence makes a difference to the destiny of our lives
and the future of our planet. Yet, when we turn the idea round, what do we make
of God!s confidence in us? Christmas, to me is a reminder that God has shown
enormous confidence in the human race. From the beginning of time, God has
invested in naive and fragile human beings, gifts and abilities with which to
uncover the secrets of the universe, offering a joyful partnership that has rarely
been understood, still less appreciated. Confidence indeed#

Time after time, God underlines his conviction, culminating in his confidence in
Joseph and the young girl Mary, whom he trusted to accept the call to play their
crucial part in his plan and to make wise choices as they worked out its
implications, as they went along.

So, enjoy all the good things about the Christmas season and may these words
Competence and Confidence help you to listen with new hope to the familiar, yet
still unplumbed depths of the joyful message from God to his beloved people, in
whom he has unbounded confidence#

With my best wishes to you all for a joyful Christm as
Sally Davenport
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SCHOOL NEWS!
Year 3 go to St Albans Cathedral

Gracie Jeggo: On the coach

| felt really excited. After a

while we arrived at St.Albans —N
Abbey and we met some people.

They showed us around the Abbey and
told us to put our lunches in the crypt.
Meanwhile, we came out of the crypt and
the grown ups told us all about
Amphibalus the Romans and Alban. Then
we went back into the crypt and we had
our lunch. Then we all talked about what
we did in the morning. Next we went to
make mosaics, it was very good because
there was a lot of different patterns.

Amy Settle: On the coach | sat next to
Brooke. The coach journey wasn!t very
long it was only twenty minutes or so.
When we got to the Cathedral we dropped
our lunch off in a little area and met our
guides. My groups guide was Charlie.
First we retold the story of St.Alban and
Amphibalus in drama and | was Alban. |
didn!t like the bit when the Roman soldier
chopped Albans head off.

Next we went on a roman trail and held
horse hair. There was horse hair in the

big bars that held the Abbey up. Charlie
showed me and my group a roman brick.
The roman brick was quite odd shaped and
thin. Charlie told us about the tunnels
under the Abbey.

Jack Brady: We got on the coach then
soon we got to the Cathedral and we went
in and put our lunch in the crypt. We

went in ten groups and then did drama
about Alban. Soon afterwards we went to
look around the Cathedral. When we were

walking back we saw where Albans chest

was then afterwards we came back and
ate lunch. After lunch we made mosaics.

First we saw a slide show then made
mosaics. After that we was a piece of
Roman wall, we saw the whole
wall then after a while we went
back on the coach.

Matthew Swift: First we got on the
coach and drove to St.Albans abbey.
When we got to the church it was
enormous. We waited by the brick wall.
When we got inside it was even bigger
than before. Then a lady came to us and
she made us split into groups. Then we
went round the corner and sat down
around a piece of stone which has writing
on it. When we talked a bit we did a

little play. When that was over we went

in a underground room and ate our
lunches. When we had finished our
lunches we went to a workshop and made
mosaic. We made our mosaics by sticking
pieces of tile onto a piece of wood. When
we were finished we said goodbye to the
staff and the museum and went.

Welham Green St Mary"s Church of
England Primary School

Reflexologist & Hairdresser

Beverley Riddle Bppb M.AR.
Complementary therapist
Fully qualified and insured

(AOR City & Guilds VTCP)
Home visits
Gift Vouchers available
Appts: Tel (text) Mobile 07760157486




[ Kapkote: the most beautiful place in the world }

| hadn!t been to St Mary!s Church for many, many years, but recently my father,
Bob Dymond, passed away and the funeral was at the church. | appreciated the
dignified but hopeful service and the fact that my father!s ashes are now in the
lovely setting and atmosphere of St Mary!s churchyard.

During the course of our conversations, Sally found out where | live and how |
spend 6 months of the year. She has asked me to write about it"so here goes#

By the time you read this, | will be high up in the Indian Himalayas"

for me the most beautiful place in the world. | was trekking up here -
25 years ago and, apart from the scenery, | was really inspired by ' _a

the local people, a lovely friendly crowd. After several return visits, |

was invited to work there, which I've been doing for the last 15 years, i\
from October-April. We are an Indian Non-Governmental \
organisation (NGO) called Gramin Utthan Samity, which translates as $Village
Cooperative Development!.

Where the roads finish, due to the severity of the terrain, the footpath or mule
tracks take over leading to about 150 villages in total up here, the furthest is one
and a half days walk from the road. Health care and education in particular have
been very poorly served, so we have a network of 6 Health and Community
Centres, each serving different areas. My favourite place is at Wackam; the
track climbs for a whole day!s walk up to the 11,000 foot pass at Dhakuri. Then
it!s like a hidden kingdom of about a dozen little villages on both sides of a steep
valley, surrounded by huge snow-covered mountains"an in credible place#

Apart from the work at the healthcare and education centres, our days are
occupied planting trees, building polly houses for growing vegetables (that!'s my
speciality#), re-building the Hindu temples, bridges and footpaths, the clean water
schemes as well as cultivating and processing rediural herbs and anything that
needs doing. 80% of our workers are women and each village has an elected
women!s committee"it is the women only with whom we work. You may ask
why? Well, even up here $blokes are blokes! - as with lotsof places in the world##

From November until March snow is possible at any time and 3 or 4 metres is
usual. A plank of wood on the frozen snow with a bucket of hot water and a jug
Is the shower. A fire in the middle of the room on the floor is for cooking and
heating; therels no electricity so an oil lamp is our source of light to read, write
and study by at night. It really is as basic as that, but | love it here and that!s
where I!ll be retiring#
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Each day, after our showers, the Indian girls with whom | work and | must go to
the Temple to say our prayers. | really enjoy it and can!t believe how slack | am
when I'm back in this country. | must address this in future#

At our headquarters at Kapkote we have had a boarding school for 75 8-15 year
old girls from all the most distant villages. This has been up and running now for
the last 18 months. It is a happy and inspiring place and, with that number of
girls, a totally noisy and raucous place at times too#

Whenever | think of my father now, | shall be thinking also of St Mary!s Church.

Peter Dymond
Kapkote, Bageshwar District, India.

Peter has promised to write to us while he is out in India so we hope to get an update of life in
the Himalayas sometime in the New Year. Meanwhile, some information on the Village
Development Coopertive is on the notice board outside St Michael's Room.

OASIS: Another Successful Season

This season we were open for 37 weeks, beginning with a wonderful lunch
together on 14 February.

Some of the highlights included 18 hikers dropping in, having seen the

board on Tollgate Road advertising our presence. In August we were

pleased to welcome back the St Albans Small Art group and on a

number of occasions four men joined us while on a break from mending

fences on the estate. A man | had worked with 25 years ago dropped

in one Wednesday, bringing his son. Over the months welve also met a worship
leader from Devon, a model railway builder, an artist, a long distance lorry driver
and a couple who run an accordion business and who said they would return to
play for us#

Once we ran out of bread for sandwiches but then appeared one of our regulars,
Sam, as if by a miracle"bringing with him a home-ma de loaf#

Over the season, welve made 57 rounds of sandwiches, enjoyed chocolate
biscuits, bread pudding, doughnuts and home-made cakes. Donations received
have totalled £403. Thank you everyone for your presence and support. We
look forward to next year, beginning Wednesday 5 March.

% Rhoda Brutey
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[ Christmas and the Four Gospels ]

Revd Mary Robins quotes from  "Christianity - A Guide for the Perplexed !

by Keith Ward , recently retired Regius Professor of Divinity at th e
University of Oxford and a priest in the Church of England

Keith Ward gives clarity of meaning to many questions that arise if we start
noticing the Bible holds inconsistencies and surprising statements. Here are
some of his thoughts about the different ways our four Gospels describe, or not,
Jesus! birth and purpose.

$So Jesus is a strange Messiah. While fulfilling tle prophetic hopes of Israel, he
also transforms them almost beyond recognition. The liberation he announces is
not from political enemies, but from the powers of evil within the heart. The
renewal of the covenant he brings is not the building of the physical temple in
Jerusalem, but the founding of a community of the Spirit of God, by which God!s
rule is brought near to the whole world. The kingship he offers is not in the
splendour of a royal palace, but in the service of the poor and the healing of the
sick. And he enters into his reign, not by a triumphal entry into Jerusalem, but by
way of a humiliating death outside the walls of the holy city.! (Page 17)

Mark begins his gospel with Jesus! central message - $he time is fulfilled, and
the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news! (Mk
1.15) There are no stories of Jesus! birth in this gospel.

Luke and Matthew , as was the custom, credit Jesus with a supernatural birth...
$both provide accounts of Jesus being conceived wihout a human father, after a
visitation by an angel. Luke tells the story from the point of view of Mary, mother
of Jesus, and Matthew does so from the point of view of Joseph, betrothed to
Mary. Both list genealogies tracing Jesus! ancestry from Abraham....... , their main
point is to place Jesus in the royal line of descent from David, and to establish
him as the fulfilment of the whole of biblical history up to that time.

$In Luke, the angel Gabriel, who stands in the pregnce of God, appears to....
Mary, announcing ....... the miraculous birth of Jesus ..... Angels appear, glorifying
God and telling of the birth of the Messiah, to a group of shepherds, who
represent ordinary people on the fringe of respectable society. After Jesus birth,
the righteous prophets Simeon and Anna, who were looking for the consolation
of Israel, declare they have found the object of their hope in Jesus, the glory of
Israel and light of the world. $(Page 17)

$Luke makes Nazareth the home town of Joseph and May, and the supposed
census is a way of getting them to Bethlehem where the Messiah was expected
to be born ...... Jesus is born, not by any human will, but solely by the Spirit of
God and the consent of Mary. She is the symbol of the $virgin Israel!, from whom
God can still bring new life and new creation.
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Matthew!s interest is more in showing that Jesus fulfilled various Old Testament
prophecies. An angel appears to Joseph, telling him of the miraculous conception
of Jesus (Matthew quotes ..... Isaiah 7.14) Then some astrologers or wise men,
following a star, bring gifts to Jesus in his house in Bethlehem - so Matthew
depicts Jesus! fulfilment of the hopes of all the people of the world. In Matthew
there is naturally no mention of an inn or of a stable , since Mary and Joseph
already lived in Bethlehem. Finally, Joseph flees to Egypt with his family, to
escape the anger of King Herod, and after Herod!s death he returns, but makes
his home in the north, in Nazareth, for fear of further persecution. So, Matthew
says, the prophecy was fulfilled, $Out of Egypt hawe | called my son! (Hosea 11.1
- originally a recollection of Israells escape from slavery in Egypt). (Page 18)

$The best way to read the accounts is not to ask ifthey really happened precisely
like that, but to ask what the writers were trying to convey, and whether that has
anything to say to us in our own spiritual lives. The question about literal facts is
almost always the wrong one. The question about spiritual meaning takes us
back to our own relationship with God, and the ways in which God can speak to
us through these narratives. (Page 19)

$The Gospel ofJohn is so different in style and content from the other three
Gospels that it calls for separate consideration. It begins with a clear affirmation
that Jesus is the incarnation, the embodiment in human form, of the eternal
Word, the Logos, of God. The word logos means word, intellect, reason or
wisdom. It was used by the Jewish writer Philo of Alexandria to donate the
wisdom of God which is Torah, the teaching by God of the way to human
fulfilment. It is also what we might call the archetype or pattern of all creation, the
blueprint in the mind of God for what creation is or should be.

$In this world, says John, $the Word became flesh{Jn 1.14) The wisdom of God
was fully realized in a particular human life.! (Page 40)

| hope these quotes will give you some food for thought and pray you all a
Blessed Christmas and New Year.

Next Copy Date

Contributions for the February 2008 magazine editio  n please by
MONDAY 14 JANUARY to the Editorial Team:

The Rev!d Sally Davenport or. Tracy Davies

The Vicarage tracydavies@davidbarney.co.uk
North Mymms Park

Hatfield, Herts AL9 7TN or:  Lynda Potter at the Parish Office
sallydavenport@btinternet.com northmymmes.church@virgin.net



"Banking crisis has moral root and solution”
says Bishop of St Albans

The Bishop of St Albans, who sits in the House of Lords, contributed to a debate
on economic affairs on 14 November. He called for a fresh approach to restoring
damaged trust in the banking industry, describing the giving of bank loans to
people '..knowing that customers are not really aware of the risks they are
taking,+ a moral, not just an economic problem. Hesaid,

‘My Lords,

Over 2,700 years ago a poem of thund!rous beauty was written about economic
affairs. The poet, looking around him, saw a land which was rich and prosperous:
the vineyard was bearing much fruit. But then things began to go terribly wrong:
greed began to prevail over justice, oppression was rife, mercy was no longer
part of the social or political vocabulary. "Woe to you+, said the poet, ‘'who join
house to house, field to field, until there is room for no-one but you/.+. He could
have been describing the London property market or the banking industry. The
poem is a long one but in it the relationship between social morality and
economic affairs is examined with powerful precision.

In trying to understand our current economic problems, and in particular the
banking crisis, | have read the newspapers fairly carefully and | have been much
helped by articles such as the one by the noble Lord, Lord Rees Mogg in The
Times this week (Monday 12 November). In that article he drew attention to
some new regulations FAS 157 and 159: and explained that those regulations
'will set the terms on which banks value their assets+. And then wrote, crisply and
clearly: $No assets, no lending; no lending, no banis!. It's a gem of a summary.

In the same newspaper on the same day, in an article about one of Britain!s
major banks, the journalist quoted an '‘insider+ as saying that his bank had:
‘always been at the transparent end of the spectrum+. The implication that other
banks are not is easily drawn.

One of the things that has been missing from newspaper comment on the
banking crisis has been any explicit reference to the morality upon which good
banking practice is necessarily based. There has been the inevitable targeting of
individuals from the Governor of the Bank of England to the CEO of Northern
Rock < but that kind of targeted attack misses the much bigger issues concerned
with the probity of institutions, about the moral relationship that exists between
trust and risk and reward; about the moral accountability of those who have
financial control over the most vulnerable; about the morality of a society in which
the gap between rich and poor remains achingly large; about the morality of a
housing market, left to its own devices, which leaves the poor and the young
trapped in despair.

In a democratic society, banking depends upon trust. The unwritten, unspoken
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contract is that if | lend money to a bank | shall receive that money back in due
course. If that moral trust is lacking or if faith is broken, the banking system will
collapse.

The current failures in the system are as much to do with morality as with
economic mechanics. If | over-lend or encourage indebtedness (what was that
ho-ho phrase about the banks being ‘'over-exuberant?+) knowing that my
customers are not really aware of the risks they are taking then that is not a
mechanical problem but a moral one. And no amount of arcane economic speak
about CDO!s or selling debt or sub-prime lending can conceal the fact that the
iISsue is a moral one.

It seems to me there is an urgent need for Her Majesty!s Government to take
action at two levels: the first is to call together senior bankers with ethicists,
philosophers and theologians to reflect on the moral values which should
underline good banking practice, and the second is to take action, urgent and
necessary action, to support those Citizens Advice Bureaux through the country
where the problems of indebtedness are encountered on a daily basis amongst
the poor, the lonely, and the most vulnerable. If my call does not produce any
response | recommend a course in the reading of poetry < and especially the
poetry of a man called Isaiah. It!s all there.+

Churcheg Together in North Mymms: “Songs of Prast’

us that we are all pilgrims on lifels
journey.

'‘When | survey the wondrous cross+
linked the intercessions neatly with the
next hymn 'Just as | am+, with its
refrain 'O Lamb of God, | come+ Then
‘The day thou gavest Lord is ended+
with its moving words prompted a
member of the congregation to stand
up and recall how, as a young man in
the army, this wonderful hymn was

Our Lord!s Prayer universally sung by
all three denominations set the scene
for a particularly well attended service
by '‘Churches Together+ with over 70
people at St Mary!s on October 14th.

When a girl is chosen to be Angel
Gabriel in a school nativity play,
naturally she is very excited and
honoured. In 'The Angel Gabriel+, the
second hymn chosen, the line 'most

highly favoured lady+ echoed the little
girlls thoughts on that special day all
those years ago.

'‘What a friend we have in Jesus+
spoke of the solace of taking onels
troubles 'to the Lord in prayer+. Then,
the lovely tune of 'Lord Jesus Christ+
written by Patrick Appleford
contrasted well with the rousing hymn
by Percy Deamer, after John Bunyan,
'He who would valiant be+ reminding

sung at eventide whilst a bugler played
the last post as the Union Flag was
lowered at sunset. A memorable
experience for all servicemen and
women.

‘Thine be the glory+ was a most fitting
end to a service which was thoroughly
enjoyed by all three churches judging
by the chatter over refreshments in St
Michael's Room afterwards.

Diana Glanfield



[ Lesotho: a very simple country ]

Lesotho is a developing country the size of
Wales and it is completely surrounded by South
Africa. Enclosed by the Drakensberg and Maluti
mountains and 1000 metres above sea level,
this is a fascinating country to visit < as
Anna-Marie Linnell discovered earlier this
summer. Her school, Sandringham, has a
partner school in Lesotho and, since Africa has
fascinated Anna-Marie, she decided to organise
a visit there this summer and to help out during
her stay by doing some teaching. | asked Anna-
Marie to tell us something of her adventures.

How was the journey to Lesotho and where did you st  ay?

| had a bit of a panic the night before but on 30 July | flew on my own to
Johannesburg, took a bus to Bloemfontain then a taxi to Ladybrand where | was
due to meet up with a volunteer from our partner school < at 3pm outside the
local Spa supermarket# | felt very nervous as | hal no phone numbers, address,
or any contact in the whole of South Africa if things hadn!t worked out. My
contact was an agonising 20 minutes late, but | later learned that this was typical
$Lesotho timel.

Together we travelled to the village of Malealea where | was introduced to
Mékomiti and her family who were my hosts for the first 10 days of my visit.
Many of the houses were concrete blocks with corrugated iron roofs held down
by rocks. They had no running water, no electricity and no heating. It was the
end of wintertime and | was freezing, especially at night. It even snowed one
night# The Basotho (people of Lesotho) are pitifuly poor but Mékomiti was
considered quite well off because she had a son in America who was able to
send her money. This she used to help educate her other children. Mékomiti
gave up her one and only bedroom just for me.

How did you spend your time there?

| taught English language and English literature in 3 schools: 2 primary and one
secondary. Primary schooling is free but after that you have to pay to send your
children to be educated. You can!t leave school until you!ve passed an exam so
you end up with a very odd mix of age range and ability. The eldest student at
primary was 19 years old# Our school sent money fa desks and it was good to
see the students using them < we all felt proud#

There was nothing to do in the evening < no TV or anything like that and people
couldn!t afford the luxury of books. So they just sat and chatted in their families
and neighbours. The community is amazingly close because of that. It really
made me think about our own culture: how we rush about and have so little
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guality time for each other. | learned from the Basotho < be chilled < it!'s good#

But there!s a down side to the lack of things to do < there!s a high rate of teenage
pregnancy and one third of the population are HIV positive. There is an excellent
clinic but it has only 2 nurses and too many patients. Once you!re diagnosed
with Aids, you can get free medicine from the government but by then a lot of the
damage has been done. The second half of my trip | lived at a place called the
Lodge. Itis an important centre for tourists, which is crucial for the economy, but
also seeks to contribute to the country in areas of education and health.

What did you find hard about your trip?

Being away from my family < and of course | couldn't contact them. Just the
week before | left mobile phones got connected < for the few wealthy people who
could afford them. Also, not being able to shower very often and washing my
clothes in a bucket were both hard# But | learnedhow to be more independent
as a result of these experiences. What really upset me was seeing the effects of
poverty especially on the children, | found that so hard to deal with.

What stays with you as a result of this trip?

Even though the people were so poor, there was a simple happiness about their
lives that caused me to question my own culture. People greet each other in the
streets < | feel sad that we don!t do that here in England. The school children
began each day with a prayer and a song in which they harmonised so
beautifully. | was bowled over by the generosity and kindness of a people who
have so little to give and yet want to give you all they have.

If you had in your power, what would you give to th e people of Lesotho?

Dreaming /. well, to give them opportunity < to do whatever they wanted with
their lives. Practically, I'd give them salmon# ™heir daily diet of $papa! ground
maize boiled in water is rarely supplemented by chicken, let alone fish. They are
so poor that in church they can only share bread and wine in communion every
few weeks. I!d also send them rain# Their main sarce of water, the gorge, is
rapidly drying up. They don!t know what they will do when it does.

What has this taught you and would you do it again?

Ilve learned some independence, to look at
my own culture with new eyes, and | also saw
more clearly the opportunities | have in my life,
and want to make the most of them. | do want
to go back to Africa and teach < perhaps a
different part of the continent. It would be a
real honour to do so.

Sally
We apologise that this article was incomplete laginth
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[ PCC Meeting: 12 November 2007 ]

A Fire Risk Assessment has been completed and would shortly be posted on
the notice board. It would also be sent to all users of the church and St Michaells
Room.

Bevington Organ and St Catherine!s Chapel : the vicar had received two letters
on this subject, one urging the PCC to consider restoring the Bevington organ,
the other expressing support of the organ!s removal. No members of the PCC
had any further comments to convey on this subject. A resolution to seek a
Faculty for removal of the Bevington Organ from St Mary!s and the making good
of the fabric was proposed and carried unanimously.

The PCC further voted on the resolution to instruct the Architect, in collaboration
with the vicar, churchwardens and the PCC, to bring forward proposals for
refurbishment of the Lady Chapel. This proposal was carried unanimously.

Churchyard: how to maintain the quality of the grounds in the summer months
was considered in the light of the dwindling team of volunteers. It was agreed to
out-source the mowing of the New Churchyard for the 2008 season and to
review it at the end of the summer. The volunteers would take responsibility for
the upkeep of the grounds nearest the church.

Garden of Remembrance : the PCC considered draft plans and voted to apply
for a Faculty to create an extension to the area set aside for the burial of ashes in
unmarked plots.

Finance: based on actual expenditure to 30 September 2007, there is likely to
be a surplus of about £6,000 by 31 December 2007. This is very encouraging.
However, the budget for 2008 indicates a small deficit, based on current
estimates that pledged giving will be reduced, the reduced rate of income tax that
can be claimed back and an increase in the Parish Share.

Towards a Greener Church : The PCC considered, and then adopted, the
paper submitted by Mrs Sheila Hoile which formed the basis of gathering
information for a $green audit!. This would provié us with a benchmark from
which we could make improvements to our energy consumption, recycling,
purchasing habits, etc, both as a church and in the wider community.

Sally Davenport
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[ ST MICHAEL!S #MODERN! ]

Kandinski, Klimt, Gillian Ayres, Picasso. What do these artists have in common?
Well, they provided the inspiration for Robin Elgar!s art workshops in which a
group of some 18 artists and non-artists met for four weeks to explore in art the
themes of Journeys, The Family Tree, Home and Portraits.

With pens, ink, paints and paper at the ready, the $allerie de St Michel! (that is,
in St Michaells room#) was born. No clock-watchinghere as, under the expert
guidance of Robin, everyone became absorbed in producing some wonderfully
diverse work. Therapeutic was a word that came to mind as we were all busily
engaged in a warm and welcoming atmosphere < producing our masterpieces#

A member of a visiting U3A group thought the work done by $the children! was
great# Well, perhaps we were children for a time <cheerfully expressing in art
our thoughts on our lives in a glorious explosion of colour.

Thank you Robin#
Marian Benton

Our artistic musings are on display in St Michael's Room until early January. The cover page
of this magazine edition is by Beverley Riddle and is a painting she produced at the Art
Workshop. Of course, Jesus often encouraged his hearers to become like little children so
they might discover more easily the kingdom of heaven™ Thank you Robin for encouraging us
in a little heavenly fun" Ed.

Nepal/North Mymms Friendship Link

Over the summer of 2007, six Nepali members of the Green Pastures staff have
been studying and working at the Red Cross centre in Battambang in Cambodia,
The hospital is part of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
assistance programme to Nepal providing rehabilitation for amputees. It is a
great opportunity for the staff to gain experience and should help them provide a
better service to the patients. Whilst the ICRC funds all the conflict related work
(Maoist War in Nepal), the Friendship Link and other donors fund the care of the
83% of patients with non-conflict amputations.

The physiotherapists have been able to pick up new ideas for treating spinal
cord injury patients as well.

We would like to thank you for your continuing support in our '‘Buy a Bed+
scheme.

Mary Biggs
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( HIDDEN HISTORIES &% )

& J

2007 is the Bicentenary of The Abolition of the Slave Trade Act
1807.Hertfordshire Archives together with other groups are currently working
together to find out about the Hertfordshire links. The Hidden History project
aims to promote teaching and learning about the slave trade, highlight our
shared heritage and show how we can continue to make a difference in our
communities and world today.

Thomas Clarkson, a relentless campaigner against slavery, travelled 35,000
miles getting evidence from sailors and ships! surgeons. His memorial can be
seen at Wadesmill on the old A10. George Davey, captured in the Gambia as a
child, was sold into slavery in America before coming to Hertfordshire and
working for 44 years for the 5th Earl of Essex at Cassiobury.

In 1830, people across the country signed a petition asking the High Sheriff of
Hertford to call a meeting to petition Parliament for ‘the early Abolition of Slavery
throughout the colonies of the British Empire+. The aim is to find who these
people are and if there are any descendants. Did the fact that many of them
were non-conformists link them to the movement?

Schools have been working on projects including exploring emotions relating to
the slave trade and its abolition, through various media and working with dancers
and spoken word artists from theatre (Regional Beacon Theatre Company for
Young People) is bringing archive stories to life, but we should remember there
IS now more slavery in the world than ever.

For further details contact: Jenn Banks,Hertfordshire Archives and Local
Studies,Hertford, jennbanks@hertscc.gov.uk or www.hertsdirect.org=hals

Marian Benton

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Emma’s Florist

Beautiful Flowers for all Occasions

Also Helium Balloons, Gifts and Cards

85 Bradmore Green, Brookmans Park
Hertfordshire, AL9 7QT

Tel: 01707 664 997
Email: Emma_Summerfield@hotmail.com
All Major Credit/Debit Cards accepted over the phone

MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
PVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVX

Delivery service available. Locally free of charge

AAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
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T D Craig & Sons

ROBBIES Amenity Services and
(DECORATING & MAINTENANCE) Groundworks
EST. 1982 Office: 01707 642632
Mobile: 07775 940041
TEL: 07909 880899 OR 07950 [ ||  sssssssssssssssssssssnnnnns
600338
ANYTIME Experience in all types of
YOUR LOCATRADESMAN landscape excavations and site
work
INOT JUST ANOTHER QUALIFIED
SPECIALIST" Fully qualified 360 evacuator
operator and many other
machines

Please phone for more
Information and a free quote

G.¥. Blyth CMBHI
References available
Antigue Elock amd Brewhouse Farm,Wildhill,
Watch Repairs Hatfield, Herts.AL9 6DS
Free Estimmates amd Computer owners! Office workers!
Call out Serwice The Multiple Sclerosis Trust can
raise funds by recycling your old ink
' and toner cartridges. We at St Mary's

50 years experience d idges. We at St Mary'

can help them, so please put yqur
used cartridges in the marked box py
the entrance.

Tel: 01707 663695




D
<
<
<
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WELHAM ESTATES

Your local professional Estate
Agents - serving your area for
over 21 years

Residential & Commercial Sales
Lettings & Management Service
RICS Surveys

2 Fourways Market, Dellsome
Lane, Welham Green, Herts.

AL9 7DU
Tel: 01707 260404

 VYVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVY' Y-

L AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAAAALD
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SJARNOLD
QUALITY DECORATORS

5 BARFOLDS
WELHAM GREEN
HATFIELD
HERTS /AL9 7NG

TELEPHONE
(01707) 270700

MOBILE
07939 245965




WELHAM GREEN
SERVICE STATION

Scimitar Motor Services
PLC

Dellsome Lane,
North Mymms

Servicing and Repairs to all
makes of vehicles

Tyres supplied and fitted

MOT while you walit
Tel: 01707 267100

MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

I VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV]

Kingfisher
Plumbing

(Established over 30 years)
For your

PLUMBING & CENTRAL
HEATING

contact

Brian Wood
01707 645022

Friendly Service
No job too small

Regret no GAS work undertaken

FVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVYVY

BUFFETS FOR

ALL OCCASIONS

KAREN-S
CATERING

* BUSINESS LUNCHES *
*WEDDINGS *
* CHRISTENINGS *
* PARTIES *
* FUNERALS *

PLEASE CONTACT
KAREN ARNOLD

TEL: 01707 270700
MOB: 0781 406 0735

L AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALALALALALALAALAALALALALALALAALAAALAALALALALALAALAALAAAALAAAALL)



[ From the Parish Church Registers

Baptisms
We welcome into the Lordes family:

28 October Alfie James Allen
Abigail Louise Wadham

Prayer and Dedication after Civil Marriage
On their recent marriage, we congratulate:

11 November Daniel and Sarah Pikarkski

Funerals
We extend our sympathy to the relatives and friends of:

2 November Charles Page
14 November  Robert Charles Henry Dymond
19 November  Mary Sugg

Burials
2 November Charles Page (at Southways Cemetery)

Ashes

2 November Albert Gershon Bernard

6 November Michael Colin Gardiner

14 November  Reginald Henry Pinner

19 November  Robert Charles Henry Dymond

Only the current registers, (Baptisms from March 1980; Weddings from January 1999, Burials
from March 1984 and Services from July 1996) are stored at the church. All previous church
registers, and parish magazines, are stored at the Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies,
County Hall, Hertford, SG13 8EJ. (01992) 555105, to ensure they are adequately preserved.
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[ PARISH DIARY FOR JANUARY 2008

Sun 6 Epiphany
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Eucharist
11.00am Home Communion to the Sick

6.30pm Choral Evensong

Mon 7 9.30am Team Communion at St Luke!s Hatfield
Wed 9 7.30pm Art Workshop reunion”"St Michaells Room
Sun 13 The Second Sunday Of Epiphany

Baptism of Christ
8.00am Holy Communion (CW?*)
9.30am Parish Eucharist with Junior Church
6.30pm BCP Evensong

Mon 14 9.30am Team Communion at St Mary!s
Thurs 17 8.00pm PCC Meeting
Fri 18 7.30pm Churches Together Service for Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity, United Reformed Church
Sat 19 10.00am Wedding Workshop in St Michael's Room
- 12noon
Sun 20 The Third Sunday Of Epiphany
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Eucharist with Junior Church
4.00pm 100 Years of Christian Unity celebration at St Albans Abbey
-7.30pm
6.30pm BCP Holy Communion
Mon 21 9.30am Team Communion at St John!s, Lemsford
Fri 25 Conversion of Paul
Sun 27 The Fourth Sunday Of Epiphany
8.00am Holy Communion (CW¥)
9.30am Parish Eucharist with Junior Church

6.30pm BCP Evensong

Mon 28 9.30am Team Communion at St John!s, Hilltop
Wed 30 9.30am CME 1-4 Workshop in St Michael's Room
-3.00pm

CW - Common Worship
* - Traditional Language
BCP - Book of Common Prayer 21



NETHERCOIT

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF DISTINCTION

ESTABLISHED 1911

150 DARKES LANE, POTTERS BAR ENG 1AF
TELEPHONE: 01707 652288

As the only independent funeral directors in Hertsene, It is our aim
to provide an unrivalled service of the highest stalard conducted with
reverence, dignity, care and compassion

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE DEDICATED CHAPELSHOMWREASIT
OR COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE
MEMORIALS

GOLDEN CHARTER & HELP THE AGED PRE-PAID FUNERALS

J J BURGESS & SONS

Independent Family Funeral Directors
Established 1839

AtJJ Burgess & Sons we beleve that the funevalch honours a iie should be
unique.  Our acknowieaged repuiation for bespoke dnnavidlial service
consistertly exceeds the expectations of discerniagmiles we are priviieged 1o

sene.  Unaersiandng your needs and fulfiling the with sensivity and
compassion s at the heart of everything we ao.

ALFRED HOUSE, 20 THE COMMON, HATFIELD
JOHN JAMES HOUSE, 223 HATFIELD ROAD, ST. ALBANS

Freephone 0800174220 24 hours

GRAVE TENDING SERVICEBEREAVEMENT COUNSELLING SUPPOR



