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Sermon to mark theinauguration of the Bishop’s Hatfield Team
Ministry, 29 January 2006, preached by the Bishop of Hertford

‘Indeed, the body does not consist of
one member but of many’'.
1 Corinthians 12:14

It is very good to be with you all this
evening and for the first time to be
amongst you in anew way, in this new
grouping, the Bishop’'s Hatfield Team
Ministry. For the people and parish of
St John's, Lemsford and of St Mary’s,
North Mymms today marks a wholly
new stage in your life and ministry,
and your presence means that there is
aso fundamental change for the
people and districts of St Michadl’s,
St Etheldreda’'s, St Luke's and St
John’s. You together give fresh
expression to the truth which St Paul
proclaims — ‘the body does not consist
of one member but of many’.

That theological reality — that we are
not individual Christians or churches
or congregations - can sometimes be
obscured by our commitment and
affection for the immediately local.
When we speak of ‘my church’ we
instinctively and naturally mean St
John's or St Mary’'s, St Luke's, St
Etheldreda’s or St Michad’s. Your
new interdependence and structure
proclaims that you know that the body
does not consist of one member, but of
many.

As | go about Hertfordshire it is a
delight for me to be reminded many
times a week that there are many of us
in the body of Christ with varieties of
gifts, services and activities serving
God in the name of our one Lord Jesus

Christ. It isnot that it is convenient for
us to be one in Christ, administratively
helpful, or structurally neat, or
financially desirable, or effective in
mission — it is simply the truth — all
the members of the body though many
are one body. St Paul’s famous words
speak of our diversity, our rich
diversity, but our fundamental unity.
We in Bishop’s Hatfield have a special
reason to celebrate that and to develop
its implications for ourselves, for the
Deanery and Diocese, and above al to
be many-but-one for Jesus.

| wonder what you would say if you
were asked to sum up what St Paul
wrote to the church in Corinth:

‘To each is given the manifestation of

the Spirit for the common good. To
one is given through the Spirit the
utterance of wisdom, and to another
the utterance of knowledge according
to the same Spirit, to another the
working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another the discernment
of spirits, to another various kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation
of tongues. All these are activated by
one and the same Spirit, who allots to
each one individually just as the Spirit
chooses.’

Think back to your school days and
précis those verses, or summarize
them. You might say, ‘We are all so
different because the Holy Spirit gives
to each of us different gifts but it isthe



I nauguration of the Bishop’s Hatfield Team Ministry

one Holy Spirit empowering every
person’. Well you'd be right — but
you'd have spoken in terms of
difference. I'd prefer to say: ‘The
Spirit empowers each one of us and
we are distinguished by the variety of
giftswe offer’.

When you turn to the back cover of
tonight’s Order of Service you see a
list of ministers who display a rich
variety of God's gifts in the service
and faith of Jesus Christ. These people
are distinguished by their skills, gifts,
services and activities — and we
honour them. If that is true of Readers
and clergy - and it is - how much
more is it true of the wealth of
resources we have here in the people
of this Team aong with its church
buildings, its halls, its schools and all
its resources of time, talent and
money.

Tonight we celebrate that wealth and
the richness of God's generosity to us,
13 ministers, a similar number of
Wardens, electora rolls of well over
600, committed members of church
councils, reserves, plant and facilities,
but above all persona presence in our
communities as friends, neighbours
and colleagues. Together we are many
and we are rich in resources — how
wonderful that we are not isolated for
the one body is made up of the many.

Today we are at the start of a further
adventure in discipleship. As friends
and followers of Jesus Christ we are
called to go with Jesus as he reaches
out to the men, women and children of

our parishes and communities. It is
natural that we ask what we are to do,
what we can bring to the mission and
ministry of the church in Bishop's
Hatfield. In our diocese we have tried
to focus that willing love and service
into what we call our Vision for
Action. Like al Visions it involves
ambition — and the hymn has put it
well, ‘We have a gospel to proclaim,
good news for al’. Like any bold
ambition it needs our active
commitment — as another hymn
tonight put it, ‘Lord, in living power
remake us...past put behind us, for the
future take us, to live for Christ alone’.

In the Vision for Action prayer we ask

God to equip, excite and empower us.
| call them the three ‘ES' of Vision for
Action. Brother Roger, the founder
and Prior of the Taizé Community in
France (committed incidentally to an
ecumenical understanding of a church
of the very many but one in Christ)
was brutally and tragically murdered
during worship in Taizé last summer.
Some of us from this new Team and
elsawhere in the diocese had been in
Taizé and with Brother Roger only a
couple of weeks earlier. His 2006
annual letter from Taizé was in draft
when he died and has now been
completed and published as his
Unfinished Letter. In it he asks:

‘are we sufficiently aware that God
trusts us so much that he has a call for
each one of us? What is that call? God
invites us to love as he loves. And
there is no deeper love than to go to
the point of giving oneself, for God




| naugur ation of the Bishop’s Hatfield Team Ministry

and for others. Whoever lives a life
rooted in God chooses to love. And a
heart resolved to love can radiate
goodness without limits'.

That is what we, many as we are, dl
want to do as one. So we pray to God,
in the love of the Son, that the Holy
Spirit will

‘equip us, for the challenge ahead,
excite usto follow your vision,
and empower usin witness

and service'

To God be the glory, through Jesus
our Saviour and mighty Redeemer.
Amen
[Shortened version of sermon
preached on 29 January 2006 by
Christopher, Bishop of Hertford]
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On the evening of Sunday 29th January
an impressive delegation of
parishioners from St. Mary’s attended
S. John's, Hatfield, to join in a special
Team Service to mark and celebrate the
inauguration of the Bishop® Hatfield
Team.

As we entered the building we were
given a warm welcome by members of
S. John's, and very soon the Church
was full. The clergy from Hatfield,
Lemsford and North Mymms processed
followed by the banners of all
participating churches. (Our standard
bearer was Russell Perkins)

Led by the Bishop of Hertford, (whose
abridged sermon can be read opposite)
the congregation participated in the
dedication to the newly formed Team.
The clergy then moved to the front of
the church to make their responses.
Finally a Team candle with six wicks
was lit by a representative of each
Church (Diana Glanfield for St. Mary’s)
Joyce Clark joined representatives of
the other churches to give the readings.

The rousing hymns were led by a
combined choir of all the churches,
including several members of St.
Mary’s Choir.

And afterwards we all adjourned to the
Church Hall to enjoy the splendid
refreshments provided by St. John’s and
to meet old friends and forge new
friendships.

It was a great privilege to be present at
the inception of this new phase of our
Church life in the Bishop's Hatfield
Team Ministry.



Prayer at thebeginning of Lent
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God of al seasons,
in your pattern of things,
thereisatimefor keeping
and atimefor losing,
atimefor building up
and atime for pulling down.
In this holy season of Lent,
as we journey with our Lord to the
Cross,
help usto discernin our lives
what we may lay down
and what we must take up;
what we must end
and what we must begin.
Give us graceto lead a disciplined
life,
in glad obedience
and with the joy
which comes from a closer walk with
Christ.
Amen

© Book of Common Order

From Easter People in a Good Friday world -
witnessing Christ in the conflict of life. An
ecumenica Lent course published by The Churches
Together in Britain and Ireland.

A Wilderness Experience for Lent

On Saturday 8th April, from
11.30am until 3.00pm in St
Michael’s Room, we shall take time
to be quiet and apart from our usual
activities.

It will be atime of guided prayers of
various sorts, silence, and eating a
meditative meal together.

Please bring a packed lunch.
Drinks will be provided.

Any enquiriesto:
Revd Mary Robins 01707 656670
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KAREN'S
CATERING

BUFFETSFORALL
OCCASIONS

* BUSINESSLUNCHES*
*WEDDINGS*
* CHRISTENINGS*
* PARTIES™
* FUNERALS*

PLEASE CONTACT KAREN
ARNOLD

TEL: 01707270700
MOB: 0781406 0735




Lent Lectures

Lemsford Lent L ectures Churchestogether

in North Mymms (
Four Sunday evenings on maor ‘

Christian topics at St. John’s Church, Ecumenical L enten ﬂ
Lemsford at 6.30 pm Groups 2006 —

March 12th _ ‘Journey in the desert’
What’s Good about the Bible?

Venue: St Michael’s Room -
Rt. Revd John Austin Baker - former| | gt Mary’s, North Mymms

Bishop of Salisbury
Group Leader:

March 19th Francoise Matthews
What's Good about Wor ship?

Mondays. 10 am. until 12 noon
Revd Canon Ralph Godsall, Precentor| | for five weeks commencing 6th

of Rochester Cathedral March with a possible 6th week..

M arch 26th
What’s Good about the Church?

Revd. Canon Christine Farrington, AM

Rural Dean of Wheathampstead ABLE AD > FUEL OIL S
Suppliers of

April 2nd PP

What's Good about a Christian

Lifestyle? DOMESTIC HEATING OILS

Revd. Edward Cardale, Vicar of S.

John's, Lemsford. DFRV-PETROL

Each evening will begin with a brief (AS OIL - PARAFFIN

act of worship. There will be time for

questions and further discussion over

coffee ending at 8.00pm 01442 251217

The church is floodlit after dark. On . .

the B653 Hatfield - Wheathampstead Buncefield Oil Terminal

road, turning off for Lemsford Village, Fast Site, Green Lane

parking in School playground Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP2 7THZ.




Your Parochial Church Council (PCC) - your Vicar writes

The Annual Parochial Church Meseting
(APCM) will take place in the S
Michael’s Room at 11.15 am on Sunday
9th April. On that occasion there will
be various reports giving an overview
of church life in the past year. A
number of electionswill also take place:
that of two Churchwardens and six
places on the PCC which have come up
for re-election. Many of our church
members have served on the PCC and
so will be very familiar with the duties
and responsibilities of a PCC member
only too well. However, for the sake of
those who do not, here is some
information in the form of ‘Frequently
Asked Questions'!

What doesthe PCC do?

It has a duty to consult together with
the Minister on matters of generd
concern and importance to the parish.

It cooperates with the minister in
promoting in the parish the whole
mission of the Church. The church is
called to be:

Pastoral - to look after individual
people;
Evangdistic - to communicate to

people the Good News of the gospel of
Chrigt, inviting them to accept it;

Social - to help poorer members of
society as well as those suffering from
racial, economic and other forms of

injustice; and
Ecumenical - to encourage good
relations  with  other  Christian

denominations.

The PCC isinvolved in much more than

controlling the spending of money and
looking after the church fabric — almost
everything to do with the church’s work
in the parish, its relationships with
deanery and the diocese are matters
which the PCC and priest should be able
to discuss together.

Are PCC Members liable for Church
debts?

The PCC is cdled in law ‘a body
corporate.” This means that the PCC isa
separate body from the people who serve
on it. So no one on the PCC can be
made liable for its debts.

How often doesit meet?

During the course of the year we expect
to meet six times— or every 6-8 weeks.

SARGEANT & LINES
LTD

Welham Green Service
Station

Dellsome Lane,
North Mymms

Servicing and repairs
to all makes of vehicles

Tyres supplied and
fitted
MOT while you wait

Tel: 01707 267100 or
265101




APCM to behed
in &. Michael’s Room
on Sunday 9th April 2006 at 11.15am

Do vyou need any gpecial
qualificationsto be on the PCC?

No, but you must be on the electoral
roll;

Be over 16;

Consent to being appointed;

Hold generaly to the official teaching
and beliefs of the Church of England,
which are grounded in the Holy
Scriptures, such teachings of the ancient
Fathers and Councils of the Church
which are agreeable to the sad
Scriptures.

However, everyone has (gifts,
experience and special interests that can

$$8% () *+ %%
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make a lively and helpful contribution
to the PCC and parish. There are
opportunities to serve on sub-
committees — fabric, finance, worship,
Christian formation, churchyard, or be
involved in children’'s work, social
events or represent the church
ecumenically or a adeanery level.

How long do | servefor?

Currently aterm is 3 years. This may
sound along time but it takes a while to
learn your way round and begin to
make a contribution. After 3 years, you
may stand for re-election for a further 3
years but will then have to stand down
for ayear after that.

In order to ensure that we have a
turnover that’s not too disruptive, one
third of the PCC are normally re-elected
each year. However, since we are
currently making adjustments to the
system, one or two places are currently
for a shorter period. If you want to
know more, please speak with Russall
Perkins, our Churchwarden, who will
clarify the situation further!

If you think you'd like to serve the
church and parish on the PCC, please
speak to Sdly the Vicar, Diana or
Russell the Churchwardens, or any
current member of the PCC.

If you know of someone who might
make an excellent new PCC member,
do speak to them first before
nominating them!




Reginald Henry Faultless

As far as | am aware there is just one
gravestone in the New Church Yard
which unusually has no date of birth
engraved on it. It is the grave of my
much loved Uncle Reg - Reginad
Henry Faultless. 1900-1969.

Faultless, what a name to live up to,
and what a joke!

Reg Faultless was a talented artist and

studied at the Slade School of Art
under the famous Professor Henry
Tonks. Much of his life was dedicated
to his oil painting and drawing, but
towards the end of it he took to
watercolour with great enthusiasm.

He had a great influence on my life,
taking me to art exhibitions and
introducing me to his Bohemian
friends, al very different from my
parents more conventional
acquaintances. Things were hard for
unknown artists in the 1940s; however,
my Uncle refused to take a full time job
- he preferred to struggle on alone,
often taking the commissions that
friends obtained for him, sometimes
working and smoking (Woodbines of
course) throughout the night.

His health was a constant source of
anxiety to his family. My mother, his
twin sister, used to make up food
parcels to keep him going. Finally he
had to give in and took the job of
®isplay Manager© at  Gamages
Department Store.  There he painted
wonderful back drops for the renowned
model railway & what his boss was
pleased to call muriels! It did pay the

gas hills though!

Many people were touched by his
kindness and generosity during his life
time. The arduous visits he made to
the grim mental hospital each week to
see an old friend. Looking after the
West Indian immigrants who worked
with him. This once involved paying
for fase teeth for a young man who
had his own knocked out in a racia
attack - without his front teeth he could
not play his trombone. What a far cry
the latter years were to the carefree
days in the 1920s with many sunny
painting holidays in France.

His last few years were dogged by
frequent stays in TB hospitals. Much
of hisrecuperation was spent with usin
Brookmans Park. When he died we
were given permission to have him
buried at North Mymms. | am forever
grateful for this, as | had promised him
that he would not be cremated. Then
came the problem with the engraving
on the headstone. My mother was his
twin and was paranoid about her age
which was aways a closely guarded
secret! She did not want it revealed to
al. Shereasoned that Reg had kept her
secret in life and therefore would be
happy to keep it in death. There was
no arguing with that.

| felt that the words | chose for his
headstone summed up alife of one who
did so much for others.

‘In as much as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren
ye have done it unto me.’

Jenny Dean




Christingle Service

Christingle, meaning Christ Light 1 eager children got the
is celebrated as a sign of Christ's %% | ;’ Christingles first!). The lights
Light and Love. @2 5%  \vere turned down and the candles

N carefully lit, so that the darkened
On Sunday, 5th February, the S————=> church was glowing with many
congregation (including children flickering lights. Then the
from St Mary’s School, Welham Green candles were blown out and the
accompanied by their parents) were  sweets eaten. The Christingles were
treated to a special serviceto celebrate  taken home, and mine was instantly
the Presentation of Christ in the placed on the front windowsill, so
Temple, otherwise known as  anyone passing could share in our
Candlemas, marking the end of the  joyin Jesus.
Christmas season.

Jackie Khalid

Observing the beaming, enthusiastic
faces of the children, we watched
Martin Ferdinando (Simeon), Chris
Wills (Anna) and the Vicar, the Revd
Sally Davenport act out the gospel of
‘Jesus presented in the Temple', from
Luke 2: 21. A collection was made for
the Children’s Society.

[The Presentation in the Temple is
also known as the Nunc Dimittis, or
the Song of Simeon, and there is a
beautiful window in the North-east
wall of the church depicting this]

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Kingfisher
Plumbing

| was thrilled when a few of the

:
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children recognised me and smiled, as =" ® (Established over 25 years)
| was honoured to assist at a previous 3 .
Children’s Special Event. Thanks to . For your :
Sally’s organisation we al learnt, as < <
well as having agood time. i PLUMBING & CENTRAL ¢
3 HEATING E

Edward Boulton and Hannah 3 >
, : _ 3 contact >
Dainton-Smith were the junior Gospel 3 ;
readers, while Adam and Joshua 3 Brian Wood o
Khalid recited the prayers. They al ¢ 01707 645022 >
read beautifully and did us proud. i‘ E
3 Friendly Service 8

The whole congregation came to the 3 No job too small E
rall to recelve communion or a < <
blessing, then the children collected 3 Regret no GASwork undertaken 2
their Christingle oranges before 3 E
V' A

returning to their seats. (In fact, some “ryvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvves
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Parish Profile - Elizabeth Fillingham

This month’s spotlight falls on another
of our talented young choristers.

Elizabeth has lived in Brookmans Park

al her life. She started life at 17, The
Grove, then at age 2%2 moved across
the road with her family to number
18!! Born in December 1987,
Elizabeth is the youngest child of
Graham and Suzanne .

Elizabeth attended Brookmans Park
School, along with Kathryn Linnell.
She was baptised at St Mary’s and has
worshipped there ever since. She has
been a member of the choir since the
age of ten. Elizabeth was confirmed in
2001 aong with Alice Wilson, James
Arbuthnot, Katie Boulton and Kathryn
Linnell. She thoroughly enjoyed the
confirmation classes led by Terry.

Elizabeth is an accomplished violin
player and flautist although plays
neither at the moment. She is a keen
singer, has singing lessons at school
and has reached grade 6 standard.
Within the choir she has just been
awarded the ‘Deans award for music
and singing.

Elizabeth has attended Dame Alice
Owens School since the age of 11, and
Is currently in the upper sixth, studying
A-levels in English, Theatre studies
and Psychology. She hopes to take a
gap year next year to work in private
practice in asolicitors firm.

She then plans to go to university to
study law. Her ambition is to be a
criminal solicitor. Law is certainly in

sister work in the legal sector.
Elizabeth wants to follow this line as
she feels she has a strong sense of
justice and equality. She is also
considering teacher training at some
time in the future,

In her spare time Elizabeth’s main
hobby is singing and she also enjoys
reading, listening to music and
socialising with friends. She aso hasa
part time job in Sainsbury’s, which she
enjoys, particularly the company of the
many people who are working there
and also the customers. Elizabeth is
also learning to drive and is hopeful
she will pass her test this spring. A
keen animal lover, Elizabeth is the
proud owner of two cats.

Elizabeth is a doting auntie to her
sister’slittle boy, Jack, who will be two
in April. Sheis also thrilled to have a
new niece, Brooke, born on the 7th
February this year. Her family is very
important to her and she is delighted
that the new baby has coincided with a
great improvement in her mother’s
health. A very happy and satisfactory
start to the year!

Sara Boothby

LN RDgS
OINHEE ELEOLICE

Regilfar and Reliable

Tel: 01707 268639

the fam||y genes as both parents and H 81 Dellsome Lane, Welham Green H
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Snowdrop Sunday

Sunday 12th February, for the
second year running, saw a

rather unusual evensong: a\
celebration of the church music \

UN)

of the late eighteenth century,
sung and played by the Chiltern
West Gallery Quire, in full
period costume, with authentic
period musical instruments. As
was proper, they performed
from the quire gallery above the west
end of the church.

Today’s style of church music,
centred around the organ, goes back
less than two hundred years. Before
that, ordinary parish churches did not
have organs, and relied on the talents
of ‘quires - bands of amateur singers,
fiddlers, oboe and bassoon players,
performing music that had often been
written locally.

Much of the music we heard was
composed by Matthew Cooke, who as
the first church organist at North
Mymms, spanned the transition from
quire to organ music. He was
evidently a musician of considerable
local repute, for before the service
began, the Chiltern West Gallery Quire
treated us to a selection of his secular
compositions — glees, quadrilles and
minuets, which were written for
performance at assemblies and private
functions around Hertfordshire. (The
title of one quadrille, The Charms of
Watford, caused some amusement.)
These they performed in the S
Michagl’'s Room, where the church
volunteers had excelled themselves in
producing lavish quantities of tea,

cakes and sandwiches.

In the service itself, we learnt

that church music of two
hundred-plus years ago
consisted of anthems and
metrical versions of the
Psalms. Some of these are still
familiar today — such as O
God, Our Help in Ages Past -
but hymns as we know them had yet to
reach the Church of England.

In an age when many members of the
congregation were illiterate, it was
common practice to ‘line out’ the
words, that is, each line was spoken
out loud by the Parish Clerk before
then being sung by quire and
congregation. The result was hardly
very aesthetic, but at least everyone
could join in. As examples of anthems,
the Chiltern West Gallery Quire gave
us settings of the Magnificat and Nunc
Dimittis, dating from the 1770s and
both written locally. The Magnificat in
particular, which came from Northaw,
was a fine work and well worth a
revival.

And the snowdrops? They werein full
bloom in the churchyard, making a
splendid display, but the weather was
not kind to us. After the driest winter
for seventy years, on February 12th
we were at last treated to a day of
continuous rain. So they were admired
briefly, and from afar.

Rupert Lee
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Report from &. Mary’s CE Primary School

The start of the Spring Term brought
with it good news for the school when
we found out that we had been
successful in our bid for a new mobile
classroom. The new building is due to
be on site and ready for use by 24th
April 2006. This new building will
enable the Sunshine Pre-School to
return to the school site at the start of
the Summer Term. We would like to
take this opportunity to thank the
Parish Council for providing
temporary accommodation for the Pre-
School while we were seeking a new
building. The aim is to use this new
building not just for the Pre-School
but also to provide breakfast and after
school clubs which we hope to be able
to start from September.

Our Reception class celebrated
Chinese New Year by making a
dragon which they paraded around the
school for us all to see.

The first half of the Spring Term saw
four class vigits here are their reports.

Year 4 — Collective report by whole
class.

12

On Thursday 2nd February, Year 4
went on a school trip to two
museums. At the first Museum, the
Walter Rothschild Zoological
Museum at Tring. We saw lots of
stuffed animals such as: gorillas, fish,
birds, dolphins, reptiles and many
more mammals. We thought it was
really fascinating.

After that we went to the Roald Dahl
Museum at Great Missenden. We
learnt how to use our imagination
and get ideas for stories. We dressed
up as characters from ‘Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory’; made short
films, made up nonsense sentences
and mixed up characters. It was
amazing!

Year 5— Collectivereport by whole
class.

On Thursday 26th January, Year 5
went to the Ragged School Museum.
The ragged school isin East London
and was established by Dr. Barnardo.
Firs. we went into a Victorian
classroom and learnt how Victorian
children were treated. The classroom
was much smaller than our classroom
a St May's. There were long
wooden benches that two people
could sit at. Boys and girls were split
up with boys sitting on one side and
girls on the other. There was a big
blackboard which flips over that the
teacher would write on with chalk.
The pupils had small slates to write
on with date pencils which some of
us found very difficult to use because
you were only alowed to use your



right hand. After that we went into a
Victorian kitchen where a lady called
Josie told us about all the equipment
and what it was used for.

Year 5 really enjoyed this trip; it was
one of the best. We were all very glad
that we did not go to school in
Victorian times.

Year 6 -
Crawley

At the end of January Year 6 went on a
field trip to Cuffley Camp where we
studied a river bank and a stream. We
went there because we were learning
about the water cycle in Geography
and needed some important
information to help us back in class.
When we got to the Camp we were
greeted by a lady and were taken
down to Grimes Brook and drew a
picture of it, then we went down to
Cuffely Brook and took measurements
of the width and depth of it. We learnt
that rivers take the easiest route to the
sea and create meanders. We also
learnt that we could find where the
river flows fastest by the size of the
pebbles in the middle, right hand side
and left hand side of the stream.

Report by Mackay

Year 6 —Report by Kelly Ronaldson

On Wednesday 7th February Year 6
went to the University of
Hertfordshire to see Michael Rosen.
He is an author and a poet and a lot
of his books are illustrated by
Quintin Blake. We went to the
University to get some tips from
Michael for our own writing. The
Class learnt an awful lot about
Michael Rosen and found that he
admired many authors — Charles
Dickens, Jacqueline Wilson, JK.
Rowling and Janet and Alan Ahlburg.
Everyone learnt how he got his ideas
for his stories. He took his ideas from
the smallest things, like a broken
toothbrush, then he exaggerated it to
make it funny. We al enjoyed this
visit.

T D Craig & Sons
Amenity Services and
Groundworks

Office: 01707 642632
Mobile: 07775 940041

kkhkkkhkkhkkkkhkhkkkkhkhkkkkhkhk*k

Experiencein all types of
landscape excavations and site
wor k

Fully qualified 360 evacuator
operator and many other
machines

Please phone for more
information and a free quote
References available
Brewhouse Far m,Wildhill,
Hatfield, Herts. AL9 6DS
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Christmas Massin Vienna

Margaret Best

A group of seven of us,

including a Welsh

organist and a Moravian

made our way through

the amost deserted
streets of Vienna to church, a short
walk from our hotdl.

Disconcerted to find the church in
darkness, two ladies went into the bar
opposite to enquire if they knew if a
service was on. They were greeted by
stony silence as the people stopped
playing cards, but eventually they
decided that there wasn't. However,
we persevered and a gentleman finaly
opened the door. He turned out to be
very busy as he lit dozens of candles
whilst waiting for the service to begin,
then ladies sang, accompanied by a
piano and a guitar.

We did not find the correct hymnbook

to sing from until near the end, so
could not attempt the singing though
Sille Nacht was the most familiar.

| would have loved to know what the

sermon was about as the young priest
seemed highly amused by his own
words though the congregation did not
react much.

The exchange of peace was however a
familiar action.  There were no
greeters or anyone to say goodbye to
when we left, which | thought was a
pity, but we were happy to have spent
time with the Viennese celebrating the
birth of Christ.

Marian Benton
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A Memorial Service for Margaret Best
will be held at St. Mary’s Church,
North Mymms on Thursday, March
2nd at 2.00pm. All are welcome.

| sabel Hospice Quiz Night

Quiz Night in aid of |sabel Hospice
Welham Green Memorial Hall
Saturday 18th March
7pm for 7.30 pm start
£10 including light refreshment
Tablesof 8
BYOB & glasses
Tickets: Jean Holford: 01707 656640

Meg Dennis: 01707 658531




Women@ Fellowship

ViR

In January, it was with considerable
pleasure that we welcomed back Mr
Runnalls Davis as our guest speaker
and we have every reason to suppose
that the enjoyment is mutual.

He is, of course, the master of the
narrow boat ‘ Kathleen Louise’ and this
time took us along the Severn and its
canals, from Stourport to the sea, some
42 miles. This river was once busier
than the Thames but no longer carries
commerce, so we saled sereney
through locks, past charming villages
and cottages and under the beautiful
ironwork of the well known bridges
built by the famous engineer Thomas
Telford.

As aways the trip was illustrated by
superb photography and enlivened by
a humorous and informative
commentary. Alas, Mr Davies has
since sold his boat, but intends to buy
a seagoing vessel. We wish him good
sailing.

The next meeting is on March 28th at
2.15pm - no speaker but the AGM
followed by a quiz and other
entertainment. Please bring a pen.

Muriel Norman

Churches Together
in North Mymms

On the afternoon of
Sunday 22nd January an
informal, enjoyable and

uplifting service was held
a St. Thomas More Church Many
members of the three churches took
part.

After a warm welcome, the
Ecumenical Cross was handed over to
the United Reformed Church by St
Mary’sto keep for another year.

An affirmation of faith was made in
the format of a teenager asking
guestions which were answered in turn
by three voices from each of the
churches.

We believe in God...... What kind of
God? Creative, warm and friendly.
We believe in Jesus.... What is he
like? Tell me about him. Exciting,
told lots of stories, made people laugh
and smile, reached out and listened
and helped them, asked people
guestions and made them think. Some
people didn’t like Jesus, told lies about
him, and he was sentenced to desth
and killed, but God brought Jesus back
to life again, following Jesus is an
adventure - a journey - a good
surprise.

Following the service we were given
tea and cakes and had the chance to
chat to each other, which was well
received and enjoyed by all present.

Tony Dabbs
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S Albansto Taizé 2006

Wednesday Oasis

Join thisyear’s pilgrimage
from 29th July - 7th August

S Albansto Taizeé 2006 with the
Bishop of Hertford

If you are between 15 & 30 and would
like to think about taking part here's how
to find out more...........

Come along to one of the meetings:

Saturday 1st April at St. Andrew’s,

Bedford a 7.30 pm

Sunday 4th June at St. Michael’s

Hatfield a  6pm

Contact Revd Y smena Pentelow

01438 315688

pentelow@waitrose.com  or

Revd. Philippa Segrave-Pride

01707 882276
Philippa@segrave-pride.freeserve.co.uk

Have alook at:
www.stalbans-taize.org.uk  or
www.taize.fr

The Br ookmans Par k Hot el

Oasisat . Mary’s
Wednesdays: 12 noon - 2 o’ clock

Once again we shall be sharing tea or
coffee and snacks on Wednesdays
from March 1st until October 25th
2006. In addition on the first
Wednesday of each month we shall
be inviting anyone interested to share
a half hour of sketching (without any
compulsion).

As we enter our eighth year, people
who have visited usin previous years
are returning! We have enjoyed
hosting people of various
nationalities, backgrounds and ages.
All have enjoyed the ‘Oasis which
we offer, our friendship, and the
opportunity to chat or just to be quiet.

So tell your friends and relatives and
come yourself if you feel inclined.
We welcome everyone.

Rhoda Brutey Co-ordinator
01707 654633

01707 653577

This privately run Hot el
of fers you a warm wel cone.
We cater for all occasions:
Weddi ngs, Birthday Parties,
Anni versaries and Funeral Teas.

6 Confortabl e Bedroons
The Gobi ons 45-seater
Garden & Patio Area
Large Screen TV in Bar area

Conference & Banqueting Facilities avail able

Rest aur ant
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*** Know Your Church! - A Quiz***

1. Where would you find an elephant?

2. Where would you find pieces of
mediaeval glass?

3. When did Sir Ralph Coningsby
build North Mymms House?

4. What does the word ‘ Coney’
mean?

5. Do you know what a Decalogue
Board is? Where would you find it in
St Mary’s?

6. Where will you find the ‘ Tudor
Rose’ and what does it represent?

7. Who was the vicar of St Mary’sin
1340-1344?

8. On the South wall of the Chancel is

afamily memorial, what is the name
of that family?

9. Where would you find St Simeon?

10. Which king’s coat of arms can be
found in church?

11. On which day of the week, apart
from Sunday, might we hear the bells
ringing?

12. Where do you go to see old
church records?

13. Who was the youngest person to
have amemoria in St Mary’s?

14. Where would you find alady in
Elizabethan court dress?

15. Where would you find collared
and chained bears?

U VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVY

16. Thetombin St Catherine's
Chapel is probably that of ...... ?

17. Who was the last surviving
captain at the battle of the Nile?

18. Who was ‘an indulgent wife and
kind to the poor’ ?

19. What is the repeated symbol of
Mary in the East window?

20. What are the four seasonal
colours used on the altar frontals?

Thisisthe Quiz set by Diana
Glanfield at our Family Lunch on
New Year’s Day. Answerswill
appear in next month’s issue!

WELHAM ESTATES

Your local professional Estate
Agents - serving your areafor over
21 years

Residential & Commercia Sales
L ettings & Management Service
RICS Surveys

2 Fourways Market, Dellsome
Lane, Welham Green, Herts.
AL9 7DU

Tel: 01707 260404

PV VVVVVVVVV VYV VYV VY VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VVVVVVVVVVE/VYVV N

LAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAL
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From the Parish Church Registers

Baptisms:
We welcome into the Lord®@family:
Callum Pinnock 26th February 2006

Funerals;

Our sympathy to the relatives and friends of:

Robert Edwin Kirk 9th February 2006
Constance Elizabeth Cruse 15th February 2006
L ouisa Frances (Pat) Morris 16th February 2006
David Edmund Smith 24th February 2006

Only the current registers, (Baptisms from March 1980; Weddings from January 1999, Burials from
March 1984 and Services from July 1996) are stored at the church. All previous church registers, and
parish magazines, are stored at the Hertfordshire Archives and Loca Studies, County Hall, Hertford,
SG13 8EJ. (01992) 555105, to ensure they are adequately preserved.
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Parish Directory

Vicar The Revd. Sally Davenport 01727 822062
The Vicarage, North Mymms
Park, Hatfield, AL9 7TN
Churchwardens Diana Glanfield 01707 658448
Russell Perkins 01727 841881
Vice Chairperson Russell Perkins 01727 841881
Secretary Jean Hockings 01707 650642
Treasurer Sue Crawley 01707 654615
Ast. Treasurer Geoffrey Boothby 01707 653618
Electoral Roll Derek Blumsom 01707 650292
Stewardship Treasurer Graham Nicholas 01707 653048
Ast. Stewardship Treasurer David Thomas 01707 267755
Child Protection Officer ~ Sam Elgar 01707 261810
Health and Safety Officer  David Holford 01707 656640
Christian Formation Vicar 01727 822062
Churchyard Martin Soley 01707 651160
Fabric David Holford 01707 656640
Finance Geoffrey Boothby 01707 653618
Social Gillian Peplow 01707 272265
Stewardship - 01707 653048
Worship Vicar 01727 822062
Baptism Service/Cards Joan Barnes 01707 658783
Baptism Visitor Gillian Peplow 01707 272265
Bell Ringers Jack Southam 01727 822809
Bible Reading Fellowship PamelaKirk 01707 655349
CAMEO Kay Dawson 01707 659829
Carers' Support Group ChrisWillis 01707 656232
Chalice Bearers Albert Bernard 01707 653832
Stephen Boulton 01707 655999
Mildred Compton 01727 825433
Kay Dawson 01707 659829
John Heskins 01707 272966
Byron Hopkins 01707 654150
Di Lee 01707 654435
Graham Nicholas 01707 653048
Henry Rickeard 01707 654890
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Children’s Society Gillian Peplow 01707 272265
Children under Five Carole Lawrence 01707 655316
Children under Ten LindaWilson 01707 269732
Choir Leader Brenda Harris 01707 655355
Churches Together in Patricia Cook 01707 655449
North Mymms Peter Dalling 01707 655212
Diana Glanfield 01707 658448
Di Lee 01707 654435
Cleaning Co-Ordinator Mary Williams 01707 657197
Coffee after Eucharist Audrey Smith 01707 261867
Communiontothe Sick Assistants  Albert Bernard 01707 653832
John Heskins 01707 272966
Jean Holford 01707 656640
Di Lee 01707 654435
Deanery Pastoral Committee Peter Dalling 01707 655212
Deanery Synod Peter Dalling 01707 655212
Albert Bernard 01707 653832
Flower Arrangement Co-ordinator ~ Sarah Smith -
Magazine Advertising Valerie Tant 01727 822965
Magazine Distribution Jean Holford 01707 656640
Magazine Editor Jean Hockings 01707 650642
Magazine Asst. Editor / Treasurer  Patricia Cook 01707 655449
M agazine Features Editor Sara Boothby 01707 653618
North Mymms Y &C Centre Martin Ferdinando 01707 260687
Organist Philip Deane 01727 831757
Parish Charities Clerk John Potter 01707 269909
Pramsters Jenny Robinson 01727 822570
Sacristan Mildred Compton 01727 825433
St. Mary’s C of E Primary School ~ Office 01707 690500
School Governors Marian Brown 01707 657382
(Appointed by the PCC) Graham Dainton-Smith 01707 271862
Chris Measures 01707 653036
John Potter 01707 269909
Craig Rees 01707 656800
Jason Ruben 01707 643003
Servers Martin Ferdinando 01707 260687
Transport Margaret Simpson 01707 654958
Wednesday Oasis Rhoda Brutey 01707 654633
Welcomers Jenny Dean 01707 655669
Women’s Fellowship Muriel Norman 01707 642139

General: Enquiries concerning Baptisms, Marriages, Blessings of Civil Marriages and publication of
Banns of Marriage should be directed to the Vicar, who aso should be contacted for al matters
concerning Communion of the Sick and Confessions. Bodies of all parishioners may be brought into
their Parish Church for a Funeral Service, prior to burial or cremation.
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[Parish Diary continued from inside front cover

Sun 26th  9.30am Parish Eucharist
(cont'd) 11.30am  Holy Baptisms
6.30pm Evensong (BCP)

Mon 27th 9.30 am Team Communion - St John's Lemsford

Tue28th 2.15pm  Women’'s Fellowship meet in St. Michael’s
Room

Fri 31st 10.00am  End of Term Service— St Mary’s Church
school

Weekly

Wednesday 12noon-2pm  Oasis (tea, coffee, biscuits)
8.00pm Bell ringers' Practice

Thursday 10.00am Carers Support Group meet in St Michadl’s
Room

Friday Vicars Day off

10.00am Pramsters meet in St Michagl’s Room
7.00pm  Choair practice

Monthly

First Monday 6.30 pm Vicar's Office Hour at Vicarage
In month -7.30 pm The Vicar can be contacted at any other
time by telephone: 01727 822062

Magazine Deadline - copy date
Copy for the April 2006 issue by Monday 13th March pleaseto either:

Jean Hockings, 64 Mymms Drive, Brookmans Park, Hatfield, AL9 7AD
(01707 650642) jean.hockings@btinter net.com

or

Patricia Cook, 100 BrookmansAve., Brookmans Park, Hatfield, AL9 7QQ
(01707 655449) epcook @tiscali.co.uk

The magazine can now be viewed on-line at http://www.brookmans.com




CHAS. A. NETHERCOTT & SON LTD.

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF DISTINCTION
ESTABLISHED 1911

150 DARKES LANE, POTTERS BAR, EN6 1AF TELEPHONE: 01707 652288
FUNERALS CONDUCTED WITH REVERENCE & DIGNITY
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
DEDICATED CHAPELS OF REST
HOME VISITS OR COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE
MEMORIALS & GRAVE TENDING SERVICE

GOLDEN CHARTER & HELP THE AGED PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

GOLDEN
CHARTER
Pre-paid funeral plans

www.nethercott-funerals.co.uk

J.J. BURGESS & SONS

| ndependent Family Funeral Directors
Established 1839

At JJ. Burgess & Sons we believe that the funeral which
honours a life should be unique. Our acknowledged reputation
for bespoke and individual service consistently exceeds the

expectations of discerning families we are privileged to serve.
Understanding your needs and fulfilling them with sensitivity and
compassion is at the heart of everything we do.

ALFRED HOUSE, 20 THE COMMON, HATFIELD
JOHN JAMESHOUSE, 223 HATFIELD ROAD, ST. ALBANS

Freephone 0800 17 42 20 24 hours
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