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 Sun 2nd    Fifth Sunday of Lent, Passion Sunday  
 8.00am  Holy Communion  
 9.30am  Parish Eucharist with Baptisms  
                  11.00am  Home Communions for the Sick  
 6.30pm  Evensong (BCP)  
 
 Mon 3rd  9.30 am  Team Communion – St Mary’s  
 7.45pm Fabric Committee 
 
 Tues 4th  8.00pm Churches Together  - + United Reform Church 
 
 Sat 8th  11.30am A Wilderness Experience for Lent:  
 -3.00pm Guided prayers and meditations 
 
 Sun 9th    Palm Sunday  
  8.00am  Holy Communion (CW*)  
  9.30am  Parish Eucharist (CW) (with Palm Sunday enactment) 
                   11.15am     Vestry Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
  6.30pm  Evensong (BCP) 
 
 Mon 10th  9.30am  Team Communion              
 8.00pm Compline in Church (Night Prayer) 
 
 Tues 11th  8.00pm Compline 
 
 Wed 12th  8.00pm Compline 
 
 Thu 13th   Maundy Thursday 
 8.00pm Eucharist of the Last Supper & Vigil to Midnight 
 
 Fri 14th    Good Friday 
  8.30am Morning prayer 
 10-12noon Children’s Special 
   2-3pm The last hour – Good Friday meditation   
 
  Sat 15th    Easter Eve 
  8.00pm  The Easter Liturgy 
 
 Sun 16th    Easter Sunday  
 8.00am Holy Communion (CW)  
 9.30am  Parish Eucharist (CW)  
 6.30pm  Holy Communion (BCP)  

Parish Diary for April  

CW  - Common Worship          
*   -  Traditional Language   
BCP -  Book of Common Prayer      /continued inside back cover  



Events and Services over Holy Week and Easter 

 
    Saturday 8th April    A Wilderness Experience for Lent 
   11.30am-3pm                Guided prayers and meditations.  St Michael’s Room.   
                                         All welcome.     Bring packed lunch. 
 
   Sunday 9th  April    Palm Sunday  
    8.00am       Holy Communion  
    9.30am      Parish Eucharist with dramatized reading of the Passion 
   11.15 am      Vestry Meeting & Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
    6.30pm       Evensong  
 
    Monday 10th, Tuesday 11th  & Wednesday 12th of Holy Week -           
    8.00pm      Compline in Church - short, reflective Night Prayer 
  
   Thursday 13th April    Maundy Thursday 
    8.00pm      Eucharist of the last supper & Vigil to Midnight 
 
   Friday 14th April     Good Friday 
    8.30am      Morning prayer 
 
   10.00am -12noon    What’s Good about Good Friday?  
       Children’s Special looking at the Easter Story in 
            drama, crafts, walk and preparing the Easter garden 
        All children ages 3-12 years very welcome 
        Children 3-5’s to be accompanied.  
   
   2.00pm - 3.00pm    The last hour – Good Friday meditation   
 
    Saturday 15th April     Easter Eve 
    8.00pm         Service: The Easter Liturgy 
 
    Sunday 16th April    Easter Sunday  
    8.00am      Holy Communion    
    9.30am       Parish Eucharist  
    6.30pm       Holy Communion  
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At the 9.30 Parish Eucharist on Palm 
Sunday, 9th April, there will be a 
dramatisation of the gospel reading, 
depicting the events in the last week of 
the life of Jesus leading up to his 
crucifixion on Good Friday. 
 
This will be mimed by the children, in 
costume, together with adult’s voices 
from the congregation.  It will start with 
a procession round the church (carrying 
palm crosses) with a certain amount of 
percussion to suggest the tumult of the 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
 
This has been a tradition, introduced by 
Terry about 15 years ago, and is very 
moving, particularly to see children 

portraying Jesus and 
his disciples. 
 
   
 Chris Willis 

Palm Sunday enactment 

Calls for Easter synchronization 
 

 New calls have been made for the 
worldwide Church to mark Easter on 
the same day, and promote Christian 
unity in the process.  ‘Especially for 
churches in Muslim countries, it is a 
scandal if Christians cannot celebrate 
together’,  Cardinal Walter Kasper, 
president of the Pontifical Council 
for Promoting Christian Unity, said.  
Easter is celebrated most years on 
two different days, one by most 
Protestants and Roman Catholics, 
and the other by most Orthodox 
Churches.  The different dates stem 
in part from a disagreement over 
reform of the calendar by Pope 
Gregory XIII in the 16th century. 
 

     Parish pump 



 The worship is vibrant and reflects all 
traditions. All ages should feel 
comfortable, even if you don't feel 
completely comfy as the Abbey nave 
will have been cleared of chairs. The 
service proper begins at 3pm. 
 
  All parishes are asked to send a 
postcard with a Good News Story 
about mission and ministry in their 
parish. Selected stories will be read out 
in the service. Postcards should be sent 
to the Revd Canon Stephen Lake, Sub-
Dean, The Old Rectory, Sumpter Yard, 
St Albans, Herts. AL1 1BY, who will 
also answer any questions you may 
have about the Pilgrimage. 
 
 Tel: 01727 890201 or e-mail: 
subdean@stalbanscathedral.org.uk 
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Easter Monday Pilgrimage 
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The Easter Monday Pilgrimage in St. 
Albans Diocese has been happening 
for over sixty years. Pilgrims come 
from all over the diocese walking 
miles to the Cathedral and Abbey 
Church of St. Alban for an informal 
service of singing and fellowship. 
The Eucharist is celebrated by the 
Bishop and all are welcome to 
receive Holy Communion. 
 
 The theme this year is GOOD 
NEWS, celebrating the good news in 
Christ and good news stories from 
the parishes. 
 
Pilgrims gather on the Abbey 
Orchard from 1pm. There is a BBQ, 
ice creams, a bouncy castle and 
parachute games. Bring a picnic, 
play soccer or rounders, just enjoy 
the atmosphere.  
 
 At 2.30pm processions form up and, 
with the Abbey bells ringing out, 
everyone marches into the Abbey to 
sing the first of ten hymns. There is 
great enthusiasm and a festival 
atmosphere. Dogs are welcome too. 
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  Christian Aid Week is 
galloping up again.  It 
seems to come up more 
quickly each year!  
 
The House-to-House 

Collection, which is the main event 
for us during the week is organised 
by Churches Together in North 
Mymms. 
 
  It is a big task, and unfortunately we 
are not able to cover every road in 
the area, but we do what we can.  We 
never have enough collectors, but last 
year more was accomplished by a bit 
of team-work.  It is a lot easier, both 
psychologically and physically, to go 
out with two or more people 
knocking at doors; collecting from a 
long road with two people at each 
end is so much easier and less 
daunting,  
 
So if you feel you could collect (for 
the first time?) but don’t want to do it 
on your own, I would be so pleased 
to hear from you.  Also, if you feel 
you cannot possibly do the above, 
posting envelopes through letter-
boxes would be extremely helpful 
too.  
 
Every bit helps! 
 
Christian Aid is such a worthwhile 
and urgent cause; unfortunately its 
help seems to be needed more and 
more in this suffering world.  We are 
so blessed here in North Mymms, 

Christian Aid Week 14th –20th May 

where we are not starving, though who 
knows, we might yet be thirsty, or at 
least our gardens might.  What a 
thought, we may not be able to keep 
our gardens as green and healthy as 
we might like, but we won’t starve as 
those in drought areas of Africa are! 
 
Christian Aid is as necessary as ever. 
 
Also, on Saturday May 20th we are 
holding a Coffee Morning to end the 
week.  This will be held at the United 
Reformed Church Brookmans Park 
(10.30am-12noon), with Plant Stall, 
Traidcraft and Cakes for sale.  Please 
come and join us then 
 
                                Di Lee  
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Margaret Douglas Best - a tribute 

From a very early age Margaret was 
passionate about flowers. 
 
 She recalls in her book ‘ Growing and 
arranging Church flowers’ going with her 
mother and her brother Ian, who years 
later would become Vicar of the Parish  
Church in Palmers Green, to help 
decorate the pulpit in their local church. 
 
 From then on as an amateur and 
professional it was her great joy and 
pleasure to arrange flowers in many 
small country churches, medium size 
suburban ones and great city churches 
and cathedrals for special occasions. 
 
 Margaret master-minded the very first 
flower festival at St. Mary’s in June 
1966.  It was St. Mary’s Patronal Festival 
and she involved all the local schools as 
well as local flower clubs and a few 
professional arrangers. 
 
 With her friend and fellow arranger 
Sheila McQueen, Margaret would 
entertain us with wonderful stories of 
their exploits decorating stately homes 
and grand houses. 
 
 On one occasion Margaret and Sheila 
were so cold that Sheila picked up the 
polar bear rug from the floor, wrapped it 
around her shoulders and worked like 
that for the remainder of the day.  The 
butler of the house never batted an eyelid 
but they still didn’t get any heating! 
  
 Margaret had a tremendous sense of 
humour and we as a flower club enjoyed 
her jokes, stories and wonderful expertise 
with all kinds of plant material. 
 
 Her amazing knowledge of all the Latin 
names as well as the common names of 
all flowers and plants allowed her to 

become an international lecturer, 
demonstrator and judge for the 
Constance Spry school in London as well 
as teaching every aspect of floristry for 
many  years. 
 
 She held the British Floral Art Diploma 
and General Certificate of Horticulture 
awarded by the Royal Horticulture 
Society. 
 
She lectured extensively throughout the 
British Isles and the Continent, made 
many television appearances and radio 
broadcasts and was a regular contributor 
to the Gardeners Chronicle. 
 
Just after the war, Margaret helped form 
the North Mymms floral arrangement 
Group and was its President for nearly 25 
years. 
         (contd. on p.15) 
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 Summer is coming and if you are 
looking for somewhere to visit  - try 
Bury St Edmunds, the market town in 
Suffolk.  Pilgrims have been coming 
to Bury for hundreds of years to pray 
at the Shrine of St Edmund at the 
centre of the Benedictine Abbey built 
around the shrine.  The Saint was King 
Edmund who was killed in 869 and 
later became a martyr and a saint.  
Kings from Canute to Henry VI 
prayed at his shrine.  A church, St 
James, was built for pilgrims to 
worship at.  It was a very plain 
building, but with beautiful detailed 
glass and ceilings.  
 
 The church became a Cathedral in 
1914 but didn’t have the dignity and 
stature it should have commanded.  
Enter Stephen Dykes Bower, the 
Cathedral Architect from 1942-1988.  
Over these years great strides were 
made to create a great cathedral.  He 
died in 1994 and in his will he left 
plans and £300,000 in trust to add a 
tower to give his vision of ‘stature’.  
Prince Charles became Patron - the 
Millennium Commission and by 1999 
donations etc. had reached £12million 
and work began. Completed in 2005 
the Cathedral is truly a Spiritual 
Beacon as Prince Charles described.   
 
Built in Gothic style it looks as if it 
has stood for hundreds of years.  A 
stupendous example of modern 
craftsmanship from stonemasons to 
labourers.  Visit the Cloisters, new 
chapels, Refectory and the beautiful 
stained glass and ceilings untouched 
by all the additions.  There is also the 

Treasury which houses gold and silver 
plate as well as  textiles. It also has a 
replica of the 12th century ‘Bury 
Cross’ crafted in ivory depicting scenes 
from Adam and Eve and Moses to the 
time of Christ.  The original is in the 
Metropolitan Museum in New York. It 
was found in a vault in Zurich after the 
1st World War.  The window in the 
Treasury features a facsimile of the 
12th century Bury Bible (now in 
Corpus Christi College) 
 
From the sublime to the mundane -  
another ‘heirloom’. A wooden chair 
made locally to seat Prince Charles at 
the opening ceremony.  You can sit on 
it if you have a mind to, and you can 
win it in April in a raffle, ticket £1.  
 
 If you choose to journey there, may 
you find peace and fulfilment. 
 
     Joan Barnes  

A Spiritual Beacon  

Magazine Deadline 
Copy Date 

 
copy for the May 2006 issue please 
by Easter Monday 17th April to: 

 
Jean Hockings      01707 650642 

64 Mymms Drive,  
Brookmans Park,   AL9 7AD 

jean.hockings@btinternet.com 
 

or: 
 

Patricia Cook     01707 655449 
100 Brookmans Avenue, 

 Brookmans Park,   AL9 7 QQ 
epcook@tiscali.co.uk 



Our February speaker was Mrs 
Margaret Taylor who has already 
addressed us twice on the subject of 
the Donkey Sanctuary, the charity for 
which she so tirelessly works.  This 
time, however, the topic was her other 
great interest, LACEMAKING. 
 
Her first encounter with this intricate 
art was when, as  a six-year old on 
holiday in Sidmouth, she came across 
an embroidery shop wherein a lady 
sat in the window demonstrating.  
Fascinated, Margaret returned daily 
with nose pressed against the glass 
until eventually invited in to sit and 
watch, though not to touch. 
 
When old enough she attended 
classes in St. Albans and her keen 
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interest has continued to this day.  
She showed us the tools of the trade, 
explained the rudiments and 
exhibited some beautiful examples of 
her work.  Unfortunately these could 
not be bought, but other items on 
behalf of the Donkey Sanctuary 
found a ready sale.  Her obvious love 
and enthusiasm for this hobby came 
across well and made for a 
pleasurable afternoon. 
 
Lace making,  she said, is reputed to 
keep one young and one was 
immediately reminded of our own 
artist in this field, Ann Webster, who 
lived to be an active 102. 
 
Our listed speaker for April has 
unfortunately had to withdraw, but 
once again, a volunteer from our own 
ranks, Mrs Janet Burbridge, has 
stepped forward with her topic 
‘What’s Cooking’! 
 
Please give her your support on 
Tuesday April 25th in St. Michael’s 
Room at 2.15 pm. 
 
        Muriel Norman 

Women’s Fellowship 

Kingfisher 
Plumbing 

(Established over 25 
years) 

 
For your 

 
PLUMBING & CENTRAL 

HEATING 
 

contact 
 

Brian Wood  
 01707 645022 

 
     Friendly Service  
     No job too small 
 
Regret no GAS work undertaken 

BBQ Advance Notice  
 

The Parish barbecue  
run by members of the Cameo 
group will this year be held on  

Friday July 14th 
 

More details to follow 



Parish Profile:  the Rt. Revd. Christopher Foster 

This month, appropriately, in the month 
of his marriage to Sally, the Bishop of 
Hertford has kindly agreed to be 
interviewed. 
 
 Christopher was born in the industrial 
West Midlands near Wolverhampton. 
He has a younger sister and both his 
parents were teachers. Early childhood 
was spent in the Midlands and a move 
to Surrey took place at the age of 
eleven because of his father’s work. 
Teenage years were thus spent in 
Surrey. At the age of eighteen, 
Christopher went to Durham University 
to study Economics and Politics, 
followed by postgraduate study of 
Eco n o met r i cs  a t  M an ch es te r 
University. 
 
  Throughout his time at university, the 
question of ordination was constantly 
niggling away at Christopher. He knew 
he had to respond and went through the 
selection process and was accepted. It 
was agreed that he should spend a little 
t ime in  Economics f i rst  and 
consequently returned to Durham in the 
capacity of lecturer in Economics. 
However, this was always going to be 
temporary. A move to Cambridge then 
followed where Christopher studied 
Theology and trained for Ordination. 
He also lectured in Economics on a 
very part time basis at this time. 
 
 Christopher was ordained in 1980 and 
returned to his roots in Wolverhampton 
to become a curate in a very large team 
ministry. It was here that he met his 
f irst wife Jul ia. Julia was a 
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headmistress at one of the church 
primary schools in the parish. The 
couple married in 1982 and moved to 
Oxford where Christopher was 
Chaplain at Wadham College and also 
assistant priest at the University 
Church. Four happy years were spent 
in Oxford. Christopher’s two children; 
Richard and Miriam were born there. 
 
 A move to the suburban parish of 
Southgate then happened and nine 
fulfilling years followed carrying out a 
busy, active and demanding role. 
Christopher recalls that Southgate was 
a good place to live and serve, a good 
place for the family, and admits that he 
left part of his heart in that job. In 
1994, Christopher was asked to be 
sub-dean at St Albans Abbey. This 
meant effectively he was parish priest 
to the large congregation worshipping 
there. 
 
 Sadly, around this time, Julia 
developed cancer. After a long, brave 
fight she died in 2001 - just a few 
weeks before Christopher became 
Bishop of Hertford. 
 
 In his role as Bishop, Christopher has 
the responsibility (under the Bishop of 
St Albans) of 187 parishes and their 
people, clergy and families. The best 
thing about the job is seeing the 
variety of ways that the living church 
communities are serving the needs of 
their parishes. He is also privileged to 
be included in so many moments of 
c e l e b r a t i o n ;  c o n f i r m a t i o n s , 
anniversaries, extensions and 
improvements. The only drawback is 
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developed and the rest is history. The 
couple got engaged last December and 
are to marry on April 22nd. 
 
 In his spare time, Christopher enjoys 
entertaining and relaxing with family 
and friends. He is a keen member of the 
Wine Society and also a lifelong 
Wolves supporter. He maintains an avid 
interest in politics, economics and 
current affairs and enjoys cricket. Until 
last season, Christopher was captain of 
St Alban’s clergy cricket team. 
 
 Christopher is hugely excited about the 
wedding and adds that both he and 
Sally are committed to pastoral and 
parish ministry. He feels it very 
important that Sally stays in North 
Mymms (despite the to-ing and fro-ing 
that this will necessitate).  
 
 On behalf of the parish of North 
Mymms, I would like to end by wishing 
Sally and Christopher a long, happy and 
fulfilling married life together (and also 
many thanks for the interview)!!     
 
    Sara Boothby 

that although made to feel very 
welcome everywhere, a sense of 
b e l o n g in g  t o  a  p a r t i cu l a r 
congregation and community is 
missing. 
 
It was at a confirmation service at St 
Michael’s, Bishop Stortford, that 
Sally and Christopher first met in 
November 2001. They were both new 
in post as Bishop and Curate 
respectively, and Sally had acted as 
chaplain for the service.  
 
In January 2002 the pair found 
themselves next to each other on a 
flight back from Italy. Sally was 
accompanying members of her parish 
to Fano (linked with St Michael’s) 
during the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. As the newest senior 
member, Christopher was also on the 
trip, and as his chaplain had further 
travel to do, Sally was delegated to 
look after the Bishop on the flight 
home! Sally recalls he bought her a 
gin and tonic! It was however another 
two years before the friendship 
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 When Sally came to our school for 
R.E. it was really good fun. It was 
interactive and got us thinking. She 
talked to us about Pancake Day or 
Shrove Tuesday, and the meaning of 
shriven. We really enjoyed listening to 
what she said and some people took 
part in a race.  
 
 In the race, there were two teams of 
five people each. These people had to 
hold a pancake in a pan and at certain 
points toss it. This was funny to watch 
because the pancake didn’t always 
land in the pan! Sometimes it was half 
in the pan and half outside. By the 
time the race had ended, the floor was 
littered with bits of pancake. This 
made us feel happy. 
 
 Sally then went on to talk about Ash 
Wednesday and how it is quite a sad 
day when people would say sorry that 
they had not attended church regularly, 
then a new year for the Church would 
begin. We then were shown a black, 
gooey substance that was ashes of 
palm crosses mixed with olive oil.  
 
 Some people went to the front and had 
crosses painted on their heads. These 
made many of us feel sad, or 
emotional. Someone said he thought 
about what Jesus said to people about 
not forgetting God, whilst someone 
else thought that having it done it felt 
strange at first but then it made her 
realise the proper meaning of things, 
especially when Sally said ‘Remember 
you are dust and will return to dust,’ it 
was very emotional. It made us really 

think and feel very moved. The last 
person to have a cross put on her 
forehead put a cross on Sally’s head. 
 
 We also looked at images on the 
projector and listened to music. The 
music was calm and very moving, 
like it was calling God to us. The 
images were happy and sad, 
including the Asian Tsunami and 
Buncefield, and this helped us think 
about the good and bad/sad things in 
the world. 
 
 We’re glad Sally came in. Everyone 
enjoyed the lesson, it was fun and we 
hope to see Sally again soon! 
 
 Pupils from Years 5 and 6, 
Brookmans Park School 

Pancakes and Ash 

 
 
 
 

WELHAM ESTATES 
 

Your local professional Estate 
Agents  - serving your area for 

over 21 years 
 
Residential & Commercial Sales 
Lettings & Management Service 

RICS Surveys 
 

2 Fourways Market, Dellsome 
Lane, Welham Green, Herts.  

AL9 7DU 
 

Tel: 01707 260404 
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Bible Basics - God in Human experience 

  For six weeks during February and 
March I joined the Bible study classes 
given by Mary and Sally. We met 
regularly on Mondays for one and half 
hours either in the afternoon or 
evening, in my case the evening. 
 
The classes took the form of a half 
hour lecture by Mary on the Old and 
New Testaments and then half an hour 
of group discussions on the relevant 
section. The last half hour was a 
thoughtful probing by Sally and Mary 
of our understanding of the questions 
posed. 
 
 During this short time we were 
amazed to have covered and received a 
thorough grounding in such diverse 
topics as: The presence of God in the 
earliest Israelite stories, Relationships 
with God in Israelite history, the 
Gospel writings, Jesus of History, 
Paul, and The Book of Revelation; and 
not once were we bored. In fact I was 
motivated to study even more at home. 
 
 I was quite moved by the discussions 
with my fellow Christians and the 
varied and constructive opinions that 
were expressed. If, like me, you feel 
that your Christianity is strengthened 
by teaching, then this was a tour de 
force. 
 
   Albert Bernard 

I began attending the afternoon sessions 
of Bible Basics with no idea what to 
expect. 
 
As I attended a Methodist boarding 
school, my Sundays as a teenager had 
been taken up with Chapel twice on 
Sundays, a Bible class in the afternoon 
and much hymn-singing! 
 
So it was encouraging to take an adult 
perspective on a Biblical journey led by 
Mary and Sally.  We progressed from 
the first five books of the Old Testament 
- the Torah - the foundation of the 
Jewish faith, through the prophets, and 
then to the gospel writings of the life 
and work of Jesus, followed by the 
letters of St. Paul.  We studied how we 
can relate to these teachings today. 
 
We formed groups to discuss the 
subjects and it was an excellent 
opportunity to meet those perhaps only 
known by sight, and to share our beliefs 
and doubts. We ended, naturally, with 
the Book of Revelation.  I confess this 
difficult book does raise doubts. 
 
Our group discussions ranged widely 
and I’m afraid we did stray from the set 
subjects  - but - no matter - we were all 
stimulated to think afresh - one example  
‘Who are today’s prophets?’, elicited a 
diverse list that included Martin Luther 
King, Nelson Mandela, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer and Donald Soper. 
 
The  course ended with a joint meeting 
of afternoon and evening groups, 
complete with refreshments prepared by 
Diana. 
 
Our thanks to her and especially to 

Sally and Mary for their leadership. 
 
   Janet Burbridge 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * 
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 A crucial few weeks lie ahead for the 
Keep Sunday Special Campaign and a 
plethora of other organisations and 
individuals who are determined to 
fight off the threat of more shopping 
hours on a Sunday. 
 
 The campaign has called upon a 
group of eminent politicians to 
examine the effect that weekend 
working is having on community and 
family life. The Parliamentary panel 
will meet over a period of weeks and 
will take evidence from an assortment 
of witnesses from children and family 
organisations, trade unions, retailers, 
religious groups and consumer groups. 
 
 The new threat to what remains of the 
family weekend comes from an 
alliance of major retailers calling 
themselves Deregulate.  Members, 
including Tesco, Ikea, B&Q and Asda, 
who want the Government to lift all 
restrictions on large-shop trading on a 
Sunday. They are seeking to convince 
the Department of Trade and Industry 
that the demand comes from 
consumers hungry to spend even more 
than they already do on Sunday 
shopping sprees. 
 
 Heading the panel will be Labour’s 
Lord Anderson, together with Ann 
Widdecombe, Gary Streeter, Andy 
Reed and Colin Breed. Their task will 
be to report by Easter to meet a tight 
Government deadline. 
 
Campaign Manager of Keep Sunday 
Special, John Alexander, says it is 
essential to re-engage the interest of 
the churches right across Britain. 

‘Already many practising Christians 
have been denied the opportunity to 
worship on a Sunday and with even 
three extra hours of trading on a 
Sunday many more will find the 
opportunity to attend their local 
church will be even more limited.’ 
 
‘If Christians in particular and other 
faiths in general, are discriminated 
against in order to privilege the 
minority that actively want to shop 
and trade on a Sunday, the 
Government will be putting the clock 
back so far as non-discrimination is 
concerned.’ 
 
More information can be found at: 
 http://www.keepsundayspecial.net 
 
    parish pump 

Sunday trading is back centre stage 
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T D Craig & Sons 
Amenity Services and 

Groundworks 
Office: 01707 642632 

 
 

 Experience in all types of 
landscape excavations and site 

work 
 

 Fully qualified 360 evacuator 
operator and many other  

machines 
 

 Please phone for more  
Information and a free quote 

 
 References available 

 
 Brewhouse Farm, Wildhill, 
Hatfield, Herts. AL9 6DS 

Mobile: 07775 940041 

 During the war she was an ambulance 
driver and one can imagine her tearing 
around London during the Blitz. 
 
 She was married to Godfrey, a 
professional photographer, who  also 
took all the photographs in Margaret’s 
two books – The Miniature Flower 
Arrangement Book and Growing and 
arranging Church flowers. 
 
 Margaret always looked immaculate.  
Never a hair out of place, make-up just 
so, even when , as a flower group, the 
North Mymms ‘girls’ were working at 
Hampton Court, the National Rose 
Society, St. Albans Cathedral, Luton Hoo 
and local flower festivals far and wide. 
 
All these events were staged by Margaret 
who taught us so much about the care 

and growing of so many plants and 
flowers.  Her own garden in Brookmans 
Park, although small, was full of 
‘goodies’ as she would say. 
 
 We extend to her son Martyn, his wife 
Jill and their three children our love and 
sympathy. 
 
 Thank you Margaret for your friendship, 
humour and love of life which involved, 
not only your local church, St. Mary’s, 
but many other places of worship as well. 
 
 We shall miss you but we will remember 
to ‘split the ends of the roses and then 
give them a long drink up to their necks 
before arranging them’! 
 
         Diana Glanfield 

Margaret Douglas Best (contd from p7) 
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Worship Workshop 
 

 Sunday 18th June  
 St Mary’s Church at 2.30 pm 

 
  A chance to explore new ideas for 
worship, think about our world and sing 
about what we believe, using 
contemporary music. 
 
 There will be two workshops, led by 
Alison Adam, who has worked for 7 
years with the Wild Goose Resource 
Group of the Iona Community.  She is a 
skilled song leader who is passionate 
about helping people discover their own 
voices.  So, you don’t have to have a 
great singing voice to take part! 
 
 We’ll finish by having a short service 
together using some newly discovered 
material.   
 
 All for only £5!   
 (concessions and children £3) 
 
 Further details available soon    

Meningitis Trust Coffee Morning 
 

Saturday April 29th 
 
Colin and Rhoda Brutey would like to  
invite you to coffee, home made cakes 
and a raffle at their home - 61 
Bluebridge Road -  from 10.30am 
onwards on Saturday April 29th in aid 
of the Meningitis Trust.  
 
We had such a happy morning last 
year that we are eager to repeat it - we 
just ask you to contribute whatever 
you wish to this worthwhile cause. 
 
Rhoda & Colin Brutey  01707 654633 

Mymms House Sheltered 
Housing Scheme 

 Easter Fayre  
 

 Thursday 6th April   
between 10.00 and 4.00 

  
in aid of the Isabel Hospice and 

Macmillan nurses  
 

tombola, raffle, refreshments,  
bric-a-brac, books etc. 

 
Mymms House is situated in  

Dellsome Lane, Welham Green 
 

Any enquiries to:  
Jeanette Thomas   

 Manager - Mymms House 
01707 276046 



1. An elephant can be found carved on 
the memorial to Theophila Fountaine at 
the east end of the Chancel on the right 
hand side. 
 
2. St. Catherine’s Chapel has fragments 
of 15th century yellow glass, known as 
‘silver stain’.  
 
3. North Mymms House was built 
around 1590. 
 
4. The word ‘coney’ means ‘rabbit’! 
 
5. You will find two Decalogue boards 
containing the Ten Commandments 
either side of the East Window (Deca 
meaning 10 in Greek) 
 
6. The Tudor Rose found on the pulpit 
represents the merging of the House of 
York (white rose) with the House of 
Lancaster (red rose). 
 
7. The Vicar of St. Mary’s from 1340-
1344 was Henry de Wynewyk. 
 
8. Robert Knolles and his family are  
depicted on the South wall of the  
Chancel. 
 
9. St. Simeon can be found in the ‘Nunc 
Dimittis’ window in the North-East wall. 
 
10. George III’s coat of arms can be 
found on the board on the South-West 
wall. 
 
11. The Bell Ringers practise on a 
Wednesday evening. 
 
12. All old Church records are kept at 
County Hall, Hertford. 
 

13. The youngest person to have a 
memorial in St. Mary’s is Theophila 
Fountaine aged 6 months. 
 
14. An Elizabethan lady in court dress 
can be found on top of the alabaster 
tomb in the North-West corner of the 
Church. 
 
15. Collared and chained bears are to 
be found at the base of the above 
tomb.  Part of the family crest of the 
Barforde or Beresford family. 
 
16. The tomb in St. Catherine’s chapel 
is probably that of  Elizabeth Frowick.  
 
17. The last surviving captain at the 
Battle of the Nile was Admiral Sir 
Davidge Gould. 
 
18. The ‘indulgent wife’ was Dame 
Lydia Mews. 
 
19. The repeated symbol of Mary in 
the East window is 8 fleur de lys 
 
20. The four seasonal colours used on 
the altar frontals are white, green, 
purple and red. 

* * *  Know Your Church! - Answers to last month’s Quiz * * * 
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Only the current registers, (Baptisms from March 1980; Weddings from January 1999, Burials from 
March 1984 and Services from July 1996) are stored at the church. All previous church registers, and 
parish magazines, are stored at the Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies, County Hall, Hertford, 
SG13 8EJ. (01992) 555105, to  ensure they are adequately  preserved. 

Baptisms: 
 

We welcome into the Lord’s family: 
 
Thomas Mahiwan Noble    5th March 2006 
Richard Pierre Noble 
Chanel Natasha Noble 
  
Jasmine Hosseini      26th March 2006 

Funerals: 
 

Our sympathy to the relatives and friends of: 
 
Carl Joseph Maddock        1st March 2006 
Margaret Douglas Best         2nd March 2006 
Anne Louise Pinner      14th March 2006 
Rosa Daisy Edith Waite      15th March 2006 
Patricia Storey       17th March 2006 
Frederick Albert Hatswell    22nd March 2006 
 
Interment of ashes: 
 
Margaret Douglas Best      2nd March 2006 
Marjorie Ada Fuller       5th March 2006 
Malcolm Lynch      18th March 2006 
Ann Farmer      25th March 2006 
Constance Elizabeth Cruse    31st March 2006 
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From the Parish Church Registers 



Parish Directory 
 
Vicar     The Revd. Sally Davenport  01727 822062 
     The Vicarage, North Mymms Park 
      Hatfield, AL9 7TN 
 
Churchwardens   Diana Glanfield   01707 658448 
     Russell Perkins   01727 841881 
 
PCC Office Holders 
 
Vice Chairperson   Russell Perkins   01727 841881 
Secretary    Jean Hockings    01707 650642 
Treasurer    Sue Crawley    01707 654615 
Asst. Treasurer   Geoffrey Boothby   01707 653618 
Electoral Roll    Derek Blumsom   01707 650292 
Stewardship Treasurer  Graham Nicholas   01707 653048 
Asst. Stewardship Treasurer  David Thomas    01707 267755 
Child Protection Officer  Sam Elgar    01707 261810 
Health and Safety Officer  David Holford    01707 656640 
 
PCC Committee Chairpersons 
  
Christian Formation   Vicar     01727 822062 
Churchyard    Martin Soley    01707 651160 
Fabric     David Holford    01707 656640 
Finance    Geoffrey Boothby   01707 653618 
Social     Gillian Peplow   01707 272265 
Stewardship      -     01707 653048 
Worship    Vicar     01727 822062 
 
Other Office Holders/ Representatives 
 
Baptism Service/ Cards  Joan Barnes    01707 658783 
Baptism Visitor   Gillian Peplow   01707 272265 
Bell Ringers    Jack Southam    01727 822809 
Bible Reading Fellowship  Pamela Kirk    01707 655349 
CAMEO    Kay Dawson    01707 659829 
Carers’ Support Group  Chris Willis    01707 656232 
Chalice Bearers   Albert Bernard   01707 653832 
     Stephen Boulton   01707 655999 
     Mildred Compton   01727 825433 
     Kay Dawson    01707 659829 
     John Heskins    01707 272966 
     Byron Hopkins   01707 654150 
     Di Lee     01707 654435 
     Graham Nicholas   01707 653048 
     Henry Rickeard   01707 654890 
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Children’s Society       Gillian Peplow   01707 272265 
Children under Five         Carole Lawrence   01707 655316 
Children under Ten         Linda Wilson   01707 269732 
Choir Leader          Brenda Harris   01707 655355 
Churches Together in         Patricia Cook   01707 655449 
North Mymms          Peter Dalling   01707 655212 
         Diana Glanfield   01707 658448 
         Di Lee    01707 654435 
Cleaning Co-ordinator      Mary Williams   01707 657197 
Coffee after Eucharist        Audrey Smith   01707 261867 
Communion to the Sick      Albert Bernard   01707 653832 
Assistants        John Heskins   01707 272966 
         Jean Holford   01707 656640 
         Di Lee    01707 654435 
Deanery Pastoral Committee        Peter Dalling   01707 655212 
Deanery Synod       Peter Dalling   01707 655212 
         Albert Bernard   01707 653832 
Flower Arrangement    -     - 
Magazine Advertising        Valerie Tant   01727 822965 
Magazine Distribution      Jean Holford   01707 656640 
Magazine Editor       Jean Hockings   01707 650642 
Magazine Asst. Editor/Treasurer     Patricia Cook   01707 655449 
Magazine Features Editor          Sara Boothby   01707 653618 
North Mymms Y & C Centre        Martin Ferdinando   01707 260687 
Organist        Philip Deane   01727 831757 
Parish Charities Clerk           John Potter    01707 269909 
Pramsters         Jenny Robinson   01727 822570 
Sacristan        Mildred Compton   01727 825433 
St. Mary’s C of E Primary School        Office             01707 690500 
School Governors       Marian Brown   01707 657382 
(Appointed by PCC)           Graham Dainton-Smith  01707 271862 
         Chris Measures   01707 653036 
         John Potter    01707 269909 
         Craig Rees    01707 656800 
         Jason Ruben   01707 643003 
Servers           Martin Ferdinando   01707 260687 
Transport        Margaret Simpson   01707 654958 
Wednesday Oasis       Rhoda Brutey   01707 654633 
Welcomers        Jenny Dean    01707 655669 
Women’s Fellowship         Muriel Norman   01707 642139 

Parish Directory continued 

General:    Enquiries concerning Baptisms, Marriages, Blessings of Civil Marriages and publication 
of Banns of Marriage should be directed to the Vicar ,who should also be contacted for all matters 
concerning Communion of the Sick and Confessions.  Bodies of all parishioners may be brought into 
their Parish Church for a Funeral Service, prior to burial or cremation. 



 Mon 17th    Bank Holiday Monday 
  Morning Spring clean of church!  
 
 
 Sat 22nd  12 noon Marriage of the Revd Sally Davenport 
    and the Rt. Revd. Christopher Foster  
   at St Michael’s Parish Church, Bishop’s Stortford 
 
 Sun 23rd   George, Martyr, Patron of England  
   The Second Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am  Holy Communion (CW*) 

 9.30am Parish Eucharist 
 6.30pm  Evensong (BCP) 
 
 Mon 24th 9.30am Team Communion 
 
 Tues 25th   Mark the Evangelist 

 2.15pm Women’s Fellowship meet in St. Michael’s Room 
 

 Sat 29th  11.30am Memorial service for Patricia Storey 
 
 Sun 30th   The Third Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion (CW)  
 9.30am  Parish Eucharist (CW)  
 6.30pm  Evensong (BCP) 

Weekly 
 

 Wednesday  12noon-2pm Oasis (tea, coffee, biscuits) 
      8.00 pm  Bell ringers’ Practice 
 
 Thursday    10.00am  Carers’ Support Group meet in St. Michael’s Room 
 
 Friday    Vicar’s Day off 
 
    10.00 am  Pramsters meet in St. Michael’s Room 
 
      7.00 pm   Choir practice 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
Monthly 

 
 First Monday  6.30 pm Vicar’s Office Hour at Vicarage 
 in month          -7.30 pm  
 

The Vicar can be contacted at any other time by telephone:  01727 822062 

/Parish diary continued from inside front cover 




